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school officers. It is to be kept in their custody and produced 
by them at all meetings of the district for consultation by the 
Toters ; and must be deliyered to their successors in office. 
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PREFACE. 



This edition of the School Laws has been prepared in com- 
pliance with section three of the act prescribing the duties of 
the Snperintendent of Public Instruction^ which reads as fol- 
lows : '' He shall prepare and cause to be printed, with the 
laws relating to primary schools, all necessary forms, regula- 
tions and instruments [instructions] for conducting all pro- 
ceedings under said laws, and transmit the same, with such 
instructions relative to the organization and goyernment of 
such schools, and the course of studies to be pursued therein, 
as h6 may deem advisable, to the several oflScers entrusted with 
their care and management 

The publication of this edition of the School Laws is ren- 
dered necessary, as the edition of 1869 is now exhausted, 
and as the amendments adopted at the recent sessions of the 
Legislature should be incorporated into the Laws to secure 
their successful administration. 

The explanatory notes have been carefully revised to accord 
with the various changes in the law, and also extended so as 
to embrace many essential points not heretofore included. 
These notes are iarranged, for greater convenience of reference, 
in the form of foot-notes, printed in leaded type, and will be 
found as near to as possible, and usually upon the same page, 
as the section to which they directly relate. For easy refer- 
ence to the Statutes, the compiler's number is placed in paren- 
thesis at the head of each section. The blank forms of the 
previous edition have been retained with slight modifications, 
and others have been added. 
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A copious indexy arranged in alphabetical order, is added, 
which gives both the section and the page where the law may 
be found. 

The Appendix, to which a reference is invited, contains 
suggestions at length in regard to the mode of procedure at 
district meetings; duties and powers of the district board; 
examination of teachers; engagement of teachers; endorse- 
ment of teachers' certificates ; teachers' authority with respect 
to time and place ; and the important opinions and decisions 
on the school laws rendered by the courts of Michigan. In 
this compilation of the laws it is thought advisable to include 
the acts [as amended from time to time] establishing the vari- 
ous educational institutions of the State. 

In the preparation of this volume, it has been the aim 
throughout to make it a plain and reliable guide to the 
army of school ofScers in the State. If the effort to 
anticipate and prevent occasions of diflSculty in the man- 
agement of school affairs has given rise to explanations 
and instructions, seemingly too minute, or perhaps unneces- 
sary, it must be considered that they are intended for the 
practical wants of men who may be unaccustomed to the 
ordinary forms of business, and often deprived of facilities 
for securing legal advice. 

Ko law or set of laws can anticipate and provide against 
every contingency. But if our school ofiScers would study the 
law to understand it as it is, — ^if they would supplement its 
defects by giving to its provisions a common sense interpreta- 
tion, we should not be long in reaching a uniform practice in 
the application of its main provisions, or in giving unity 
^ngth to our whole school system. 

DANIEL B. BEIGGS, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
1873. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 



ARTICLE THIRTEEN. 
BDUCATIOK. 

Sectiok 1. The Saperintendent of Public Instruction shall 
haye the general supervision of public instruction, and his 
duties shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The proceeds from the sales of all lands that have 
been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to the 
State for educational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands 
or other property given by individuals, or appropriated by the 
State for like purposes, shall be and remain a perpetual fund, 
the interest and income of which, together with the rents of 
all such lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably appro- 
priated and annually applied to the specific objects of the 
original gift, grant or appropriation. 

Sec. 3. All lands, the titles to which shall fail from a defect 
of heirs, shall escheat to the State ; and the interest on the 
clear proceeds from the sales thereof, shall be appropriated 
exclusively to the support of primary schools. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall, within five years from the 
adoption of this Constitution, provide for and establish a sys- 
tem of primary schools, whereby a school shall be kept with- 
out charge for tuition, at least three months in each year, in 
every school district in the State ; and all instruction in said 
schools shall be conducted in the English language. 

(Section j^) The statute — sections 24 and 107 — goes stOl 
furthier : requiring districts with less than thirty children to 
have three months free school ; with from thirty to eight hun- 
dred children, five months; and with over eight hundred 
children, nine months. 
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Sec. 5. A school shall be maintained in each school districfc 
at least three months in each year. Any school district neg- 
lecting to maintain snch school, shall be deprived for the ensu- 
ing year of its proportion of the income of the primary school 
fund, and of all funds arising from taxes for the support of 
schools. 

Sec. 6. There shall be elected in each judicial circuit, at the 
time of the election of the judge of such circuit, a Begent of 
the XJniyersity, whose term of oflSce shall be the same as that 
of such judge. The Begents thus elected shall constitute the 
Board of Begents of the tlniversity of Michigan. 

Sbo. 7. The Begents of the University, and their successors 
in oflSce, shall continue to constitute the body corporate, 
known by the name and title of *^ The Begents of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

Sec. 8. The Begents of the University shall, at their first 
annual meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be, elect a Presi- 
dent of the University, who shall be ex officio a member of their 
board, with the privilege of speaking, but not of voting. He 
shall preside at the meetings of the Begents, and be the princi- 
pal executive ofiBcer of the University. The Board of Begents 
shall have the general supervision of the University, and the 
direction and control of all expenditures from the University 
Interest Fund. 

Sbo. 9. There shall be elected at the general election in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, three members 
of a State Board of Education — one for two years, one for four 
years, and one for six years ; and at each succeeding biennial 

The restriction in regard to language cannot be held to pre- 
vent the study of another language as a study ^ while it pro- 
hibits the use of a foreign language in the ordinary instrnc- 
tion of the schooL 

(Swiiion 6.) ^< Taxes for the support of schools." This can 
only be construed to mean all taxes raised for the payment of 
teachers— including the two-mill tax, and district taxes for 
teachers' wages ; but not taxes for building purposes, and the 
like. 
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dection there shall be elected one member of sacli Board, who 
shall hold his office for six years. The Superintendent of Pab- 
Uc Instmction shall be ez officio a member and secretary of 
sach board. The board shall hare the general snperyision of 
the State ll'ormal School^ and their duties shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Seo. 10. Institutions for the benefit of those inhabitants who 
are deaf, dumb, blind, or insane, shall always be fostered and 
supported. 

Sec. 11. The Legislature shall encourage the promotion of 
intellectual, scientific, and agricultural improvement; and 
shally as soon as practicable, provide for the establishment of 
an a^cultural school. The Legislature may appropriate the 
twenty-two sections of salt spring lands now unappropriated, 
or the money arising from the saJe of the same, where such 
lands have been already sold, and any land which may hereaf- 
ter be granted or appropriated for such purpose, for the sup- 
port and maintenance of such school, and may make the same 
a branch of the TJniyersity, for instruction in agriculture and 
the natural sciences connected therewith, and place the same 
under the supervision of the Segents of the University. 

Sec. 12. The Legislature shall also provide for the establish- 
ment of at least one library in each township; and all fines 
assessed and collected in the several counties and townships 
for any breach of the penal laws, shall be exclusively applied 
to the support of such libraries. 

{Section 12.) If the provisions of this section were complied 
with, every town or district in the State might have a flourish- 
ing library. 



STATUTORY PROVISIONS. 



SUPERINTENDENT OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



Chapter 181, Compiled Laws. 

(3468.) Section 1. The Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion shall have general supervision of Public Instruction and 
of the State Befbrm School, and it shall be his duty, among 
other things to prepare annually, and transmit to the Goyer- 
nor, to be by him transmitted to the Legislature at each bien- 
nial session thereof, a report containing : 

1, A statement of the condition of the University, and its 
branches, of all incorporate Literary Institutions, and of the 
Primary Schools ; 

2, Estimates and amounts of expenditures of the school 
money ; 

3, Plans for the improvement and management of all educa- 
tional funds, and for the better organization of the educational 
system, if in his opinion the same be required; 

4, The condition of the Kormal School ; 

5, The annual report and accompanying documents as fiir 
as he shall deem the same of sufficient public interest, of the 
Board of Control of the State Reform School ; 

6, All such other matters relating to his office, and the sub- 
ject of education generally, as he shall deem expedient to com- 
municate. 

(3469.) Sec. 2. He shall make all necessary abstracts of the 
reports of School Inspectors, transmitted to him by the clerks, 
and embody so much of the same in his report as may be 
necessary. 

(3470.) Sec. 3. He shall prepare and cause to be printed, 
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witb the laws xekting to Primary Schools, all neoesmy fonns» 
regalafeieiifly and iafltrameiitB [instrackions] for oondocting all 
pioceedinga under said laws, and transmit the same, with aach 
instmetions relative to the organisation uid government of 
sach sehools, and the course of studies to be pursued therein, 
tfhe may deem advisable, to the several officers entrasted with 
thdr care and management. 

(3471.) Sec. 4. School laws, forms, regalations and instruc* 
tions shall be printed in pamphlet form, with a proper index, ^ 
and shall have also annexed thereto, a list of such books as the 
superintendent shall think best adapted to the use of the 
primary schools, and a list of books snitable for township 
libraries, with snch rules as he may think proper for the gov- 
ernment of such libraries. 

(3472.) Seo. 5. He shall annually on receiving notice firom 
the Auditor Qeneral of the amounts thereof, apportion the 
income of the primary school fund among the several town- 
ships and cities of the State, in proportion to the number of 
scholars in each between the age of five and twenty years, as 
the same shall appear by the reports of the several township 
inspectors of primary schools, nude to him for the year last 
dosed* 

(3473.) Sbo. 6. He shall prepare annually a statement of 
the amount, in the aggregate, payable to each county in the 
State from the income of the primary school fund, and shall 
deliver the same to the Auditor General, who shall thereupon 
draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer in favor of each 
county, for the amount payable to such county, 

(3474.) Sec. 7. He shall also send written notices to the 
clerks of the several counties of the amount in the aggregate 
to be disbursed in their respective counties, and the amount 
payable to the townships therein, respectively ; which notice 
shall be disposed of as directed by an act entitled ''An act to 
amend chapter fifty-eight of the revised statutes of one thou* 
sand eight hundred and forty-six,^ approved March twenty- 
eight, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. [That is, file the 
same in his ofSce, and deliver a copy to the county treasurer. 
See section 112.] 

(3475.) Seo. 8. Whenever the returns from any county, 
township or city, upon which a statement of the amount to 
be disbursed or paid to any such county, township or city, shall 

2 
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be BO far defective as to render it impracticable to ascerta 
the share of public moneys which onght to be disbursed 
paid to sudi county, township or city, he shall ascertain by 
best eyidence in his power, the facts upon which the ratio of 
such apportionment shall depend, and shall make the appoir^ 
tionment accordingly. 

(3476.) Sbo. 9. Whenever any township, county, or districfc^ 
through failure or error in making the proper report, shall faiX 
to receive its share of the primary school moneys, the Super- 
intendent, upon satisfactory proof that said county, township^ 
or district was justly entitled to the same, shall apportion, 
such deficiency in his next apportionment; and whenever it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the Superintendent, thai^ 
any district has had three months' school, but failed to have 
the full time of school required by section twenty-four of the 
primary school law, through no fault or negligence of the dis- 
trict or its officers, he may include said district in his appor- 
tionment of the primary school moneys in his discretion. 

(3477.) Sec. 10. Upon all sums paid into the State Treasury 
upon account of the principal of any of the educational funds^ 
except where the provision is or shall be made by law, the 
treasurer shall compute interest from the time of such pay- 
ment, or from the time of the last computation of interest 
thereon to the first Monday of April in each and every year, 
and shall give credit therefor to each and every school fund, 
as the case may be; and such interest shall be paid out of the 
general fund. 

(3478.) Seo. 11. The Superintendent shall, at the expiration of 
his term of office, deliver over, on demand, to his successor, all 
property, books, documents, maps, records, reports, and all 
other papers belonging to his office, or which may have been 
received by him for the use of his office. 

{Section 9.) The latter clause of this section is as amended 
in 1873, and is designed to provide for an occasional extreme 
where the failure is wholly beyond the power of the 
it to avoid ; as where the house may be burned near the 
the year, or where the teacher is taken sick just before 
>f the term, etc. 
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(3479.) Sec. 12. Chapter fifty-six of the reyised Btatutes of 
one thosnand eigbt hundred and fortj-six, and an act to amend 
Eud chapter fifty-six, approved March twenty-ninth, one thon- 
and eight hundred and fifty, are hereby repealed. 

(3480.) (Laws of 1859.) The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is hereby authorized to appoint a deputy, and to 
leToke such appointment at pleasure ; which deputy may exe- 
cnte the duties x)f the office in case of a vacancy, or the neces- 
sary absence of the Superintendent. 

Chapter 109, Complied Lawi. 

(3139.) Sbc. 6. Any institution incorporated under the pro- 
Tisions of this act [Act to provide for the incorporation of 
institutionB of learning, 1855], shall be always subject to the 
Tisitation and examination of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and also to a board of visitors [three in number] 
to be annually appointed by said Superintendent; and said 
Tisitors shall report to said Superintendent as soon after an 
examination as practicable. 

Ohftpier 182, Compiled Laws. 

(3501.) Sec. 21. A board of visitors [to the University of 
Michigan^y to consist of three persons, shall be appointed bien- 
nially, at the commencement of the collegiate year, by the 
Saperintendent of Public Instruction. It shall be their duty 
to make a personal examination into the State and condition 
of the University in all its departments and branches, once at 
least, in each year, and report the result to the Superintend- 
ent, suggesting such improvements as they may deem impor- 
tant, which report shall be embodied into the report of the 
Saperintendent 

Chapter 188, Compiled Laws. 

(3519.) Sec 12. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, once at least, in each term, to visit said 
school [the State Kormal School], and he shall annually make 
to the Legislature, a full and detiailed report of the doings of 
the Board of Education, and of all their expenditures, and the 
moneys received for tuition, and the prospects, progress, and 
usefulness of said school, including so much of the reports of 
said visitors [appointed by the Board of Education], as he 
may deem advisable. 
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namber of instractors, the namber of stndents in the diflTerent 
classes, the studies pursued and the books used, the course of 
iBstrnction, the terms of tuition, and such other matters as 
may be specially requested by said Superintendent, or as may 
be deemed proper by the president or jHrinoipal of such acade- 
mies or institutes, to enable the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction to lay before the Legislature a fair and full exhibit 
of the affiurs and condition of said institutions. 

Chapter 142, Compiled Laws. 
[Act to establish Teachers* Institutes.! 

(3789.) Sec. 1. Whenever reasonable assurance shall be 
giren to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, that a 
nnmber not less than fifty, or in counties containing a popu- 
lation of less than twelve thousand inhabitants, whenever 
twenty-five teachers of common schools shall desire to assem- 
ble for the purpose of forming a Teachers' Institute, and to 
remain in session for a period of not less than five working 
days, said Superintendent is authorized to appoint a time and 
place for holding such Institute, to make suitable arrange- 
ments therefor, and to give due notice thereof. 

(3790.) Sec. 2. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
rooms, fires, lights, attendance, or other necessary charges, and 
for procoring teachers and lecturers, the Auditor Genend shall, 
npon the certificate of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, that he has made arrangements for holding such Insti- 
tute, draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer for such sum 
as said Superintendent shall deem necessary for conducting 
Buch Institnte, which sum shall not exceed one hundred dol- 
lars for each Institute of five days' duration, and shall be paid 
ont of the general fund. 

(3791.) Sec. 3. Said Superintendent, in case of inability 
personally to conduct any Institute, or to make the necessary 
arrangements for holding the same, is authorized to appoint 
some suitable person or persons for that purpose: Provided^ 
That not more than eighteen hundred dollars shall be drawn 
from the treasury in any one year, to meet the provisions of 
this act 

Biiii |-|r----- I '\im ■ M^i^^^— .1^^ 

{Section L) Befer to Form 27 and explanatory note. 



PRIMARY SCHOOL LAW, 

WITH K0TE8 AKD IKSTBUCTIOKS BY THE SUPEBINTEITDBKX i 

PUBLIC IN8TEUCTI0N. 



DISTBI0T8. 

(3582.) Section 1. Whenever the board of school inspecton 
of any township shall form a school district therein, it shall hi 
the duty of the clerk of such board to deliver to a taxable inhab- 
itant of such district, a notice in writing of the formation of 
such district, describing its bonndaries, and specifying the 
time and place of the first meeting, which notice, with the 
fact of such delivery, shall be entered upon record by the 
clerk. 

{Section 1.) The power and duty of dividing the territory 
of a township into school districts are vested in the school 
inspectors {Section 71)^ and they are not required to wait for 
any petition or request of the inhabitants, before proceeding 
to exercise this power. They should form districts as fast as 
the wants of the people shall, in their judgment, demand it, 
taking care to keep the districts as large and compact in form 
as practicable. 

The district must be properly numbered when formed, and 
care should be taken not to repeat any number, even in case 
of fractional districts. Fractional districts are numbered in 
the township in which the school-house is situated, and have 
lumber in other townships. Some towns have as 
districts with the same number. Inspectors 
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(3583.) Sso. 2. The said notice shall also direct such inhabi- 
tant to notify every qualified voter of such district^ either per- 
Bonally or by leaving a written notice at his jdace of residenoe, 
of the time and place of said meeting, at least five days before 
the time appointed therefor; and it shall be the daty of sach 
inhabitant to notify the qualified voters of said district accord- 
ingly. 

(3584.) Seo. 3. The said inhabitant, when he shall have noti- 
fied the qualified voters as required in snch notice, shall endorse 
thereon a return, showing such notification, with the date or 
dates thereof, and deliver such notice and return to the chair- 
Bum of the meeting. 

(3585.) Sec. 4. The said chairman shall deliver such notice 
and return to the director chosen at such meeting, who shall 
record the same at length, in a book to be provided by him, 
at the expense of the district, as a part of the records of such 
district. 

should re-number the districts, if necessary, so that each 

will be different. Make them, for example, IQlb 1, No. 2, Ko. 

3 fractional. No. 4, Ko. 5 fractional. No. 6 fractional. No. 7, 

etc^ and when a new district is created, let it count on, 

whether whole orfractionaL 
The place of the meeting should be within the bounds of 

the district, and may be a private^ house, the consent of the 

owner or occupant being gained. 

(Sections 8-4.) Any taxable inhabitant who shall receive the 
notice mentioned in sections 1 and 2, and shall refuse or neg- 
lect duly to serve such notice, incurs a penalty of five dollars. 
The chairman of the first meeting, under the first notice, also 
incurs a penalty of five dollars, for any neglect of the duty 
prescribed for him by Section 4. Section 129. 

The omission to notify one or several persons not known to 
be residents of the district, will not invalidate the action of 
the majority of the legal voters in organizing the district, if 
there was no fraudulent intent in the omission. 
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(3586.) Seo. 5. The qnalified voterB of Bnch district, 
assembled parsnant to such previous notice, and all exisidn.! 
districts, at their annual meeting in the year one thoiasa.o<: 
eight hundred and fifty-nine, shall elect by ballot from. ±lxi 
qualified voters of such district, a moderator for three yestirgi 
a director for two years, and an assessor for one year; and on 
the expiration of their respective terms of office, and regnlax*- 
ly thereafter, their several successors shall be elected ia like 
manner for a term of three years each. Within ten days aftei 
their election, these several officers shall file with the director 
« written acceptance of the offices to which they shall liave 
been respectively elected, which shall be recorded by said 
director. 

The returns endorsed upon the notice, or attached to it^ 
must show the names of all the persons notified, and the date 
of each one's notification. 

The persons to be notified under the term " qualified voters,*' 
in sections 2 and 3, are every resident of the district who is an 
elector at a township meeting, and every person three months 
a resident and twenty-one years of age, liable to pay a district 
tax, whether male or female. Section 145. 

The qualified voters having assembled, should organize the 
meeting by choosing a chairman and clerk, and the person 
holding the notice and return for the meeting, should deliver 
the same to the chairman. 

As great importance often attaches to the record of the pro- 
ceedings of meetings, this record should be invariably read to 
the meeting for approval, before the adjournment. 

{Section 6.) The intention of the law is, that after the first 
instance, all district officers shall be elected for three years 
each, and that only one shall be elected each year, except in 
case ci vacancies. Thus, when the term of office of the first 

la bat me year, shall expire, his successor shall 
In jM^^^^BbmMI^'- ^^^ ^^^ director's term of office 
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(3587.) Sec. 6. Every such school district shall be deemed 
duly organized, when any two of the officers elected at the first 
meeting shall have filed their acceptance as aforesaid. 

wQl expire with the second year, when his successor must be 
elected for three years. The law allows the new officer ten 
days time in which to file his acceptance, and as it cannot have 
ken designed that the district should be without one of its 
officers daring that time, it must be held that the old officer 
holds his office till his successor files his acceptance, but not 
kyond the ten days. If the acceptance is not filed within that 
time, the office becomes vacant, and must be filled as provided 
in section 66. 

Should any district office become vacant before the expira- 
tion of the three years, a new officer must be appointed or 
elected, to serve out the unexpired term. See Section 66. 

As the law provides that the annual meeting of each school 
district shall be held the first Monday of September, the time 
intervening between the first meeting of a newly-organized 
district and the first Monday in the following September, must 
be counted as one year in the terms of office. 

As the officers elect of a newly-organized district must file 
their acceptance with the director, he must necessarily file and 
record his own acceptance. This case of the director filing his 
acceptance with himself, will also occur whenever he is elected 
for a second term. In ordinary cases the new director should 
file his acceptance with the old director. An informality in 
this respect will not, however, invalidate the election. 

Section 146 provides that in case the qualified voters of a 
newly-formed district fail to elect district officers, the town- 
ship board of school inspectors shall appoint such officers — as 
3 
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said, the said clerk shall give a new notice in the manner here- 
inbefore provided, and the same proceedings shall be had thereon 
as if no preyioas notice had been delivered. 

(3589.) Sec. 8. Every school district organized in pursuance 
of this chapter, or which has been organized and continued 
under any previous law of the State or territory of Michigan, 
shall be a body corporate, and shall possess the usual powers 
of a corporation for public purposes, by the name and style of 
" School District Number , (such number as shall be des- 
ignated in the formation thereof by the iDSX>ectors,) of /' 

(the name of the township or townships in which the district 
is situated), and in that name shall be capable of suing and 
being sued, and of holding such real and personal estate as is 
authorized to be purchased by the provisions of this chapter, 
and of selling the same. 

(3590.) Sec 9. The record made by the director, as required 
in the fourth section of this chapter, shall be prima facie evi- 
dence of the facts therein set forth, and of the legality of all 
proceedings in the organization of the district prior to the first 
district meeting; but nothing in this section contained shall 
be so construed as to impair the effect of the record kept by 
the school inspectors as evidence. 

(3591^) Seo. 10. Every school district shall, in all cases, be 



ance has been properly filed. (See form JSTo. 4.) In case of 
failure to file an acceptance within ten days after the election, 
the office is to be considered yacant. 

{Section 7.) If, after the second notice the inhabitants fail 
to organize, bhe inspectors may proceed to complete the organ- 
ization by appointing officers, as provided in section 146. (See 
form 15). 

{Section 8,) In case of a fractional district the designation 

should be : " School District No. , fractional, of and 

J* The town should be first named in which it is supposed 

the site will be ; but, if the site should be established in another 
town, the names should be transposed, so that it will stand 
first ; as the district is known as a district, only in that town. 
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(3593.) Sbc. 12. Special meetings may be called by the dis- 
trict board, and it shall be the duty of said board, or any one 
of them to call snch meetings on the written request of not 
less than five legal voters of the district, by giving the notice 
required in the next succeeding section : and the questions upon 
which tlie district is empowered to act in section twenty-four 

new year. Therefore the director's report for the past year 
takes no account of said meeting (except for conyenience, to 
insert the Postoffice and name of the new director), and there 
is nothing to prevent his having his report ready to present to 
the meeting, for its information, and for correction of errors, 
if any there be. (See Appendix A.) 

{Section 12.) The district board may call a special meeting, 
on their own suggestion, and without the written request 
required in this section. Any one member of the board must 
call snch meeting on the written request of five legal voters. 

No object can be legally acted on by a special meeting, unless 
such object was stated in the notice of the meeting. A general 
statement in the notice that the meeting is ^' to transact snch 
business as may be brought before it," is not sufficient. No 
business can be legally introduced under such notice. The 
objects should be those mentioned in the written request; but 
the board may also include other objects in the notice, and no 
business can be transacted save what grows legitimately out of 
the subjects noticed. The request of the five voters should be 
entered on the record of the meeting. 

A special meeting may adjourn from time to time, in which 
case like notice of the adjourned meeting should be given, as 
was required for the first meeting, though an adjourned meeting 
will not be illegal without such notice. 

Under section twenty-four the district can decide the ques- 
tions of length of school and sex of teachers at the annual 
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(3595.) Sec. 14. No district meeting shall be deemed illegal 
for want of dne notice, unless it shall appear that the omission 
to giTe snch notice was willful and firaudulent. 

Sbc. 15. Bepealed. 

(3596.) Sec. 16. If any person offering to yote at a school dis- 
trict TQeeting shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal voter 
in such district, the chairman presiding at such meeting shall 
declare to the person challenged the qualifications of a voter, 
and if such person shall state that he is qualified, and the 

to wait. The meeting should certainly be organized within 
the hoar to make it legal. 

If no notice of the annual meeting has been given, it should 
be held, as near as may be, at the usual place and hour as in 
former years; but considerable latitude would be given in 
regard to the time, if all is done in good faith. 

If a new body of voters appear before the meeting is adjourned, 
any motion or resolution already passed niay be reconsidered 
and rescinded ; but after the adjournment, neither the same 
nor another body of voters, can reorganize the meeting and 
pass any vote that shall be binding on the district. 

{Section IJfh) This must refer to the annual meeting, since 
no special meeting can be held without '^ due notice,'^ under 
any circumstances. But section 12 says the annual meeting 
shall be held on the first Monday in September, and every 
Administration of the Department of Public Instruction has 
held that an annual meeting without notice is legal, whatever 
the cause of such omission may be. The whole provision of 
section 14 appears inconsistent and nugatory. (For forms of 
notice, see Nos. 5 and 7.) 

{Section 16.) When a voter is challenged, the moderator 
should read the two forms of oath in this section, and the party 
challenged may choose which he will take. If he swears falsely, 
he incurs the penalty as given in the next section ; but his 
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inhabitants as aforesaid, the school inspectors of the township 
or townships in which the district is sitnated shall determine 
where such site shall be, and their determination shall be cer- 
tified to the director of the district, and shall be final ; subject 
to alteration afterward by the inspectors, on the written 
request of a majority of the qualified voters of the district. 

like two-thirds yote, be directed to fix the precise boundaries ; 
the quantity of land being agreed upon. Less than this would 
leaye the decision of very doubtful legality. 

When the inhabitants cannot agree upon a site, the voters 
should instruct the director immediately to notify the inspect- 
ors of the fact. The law, however, does not prevent the 
inspectors from taking action without such notice. It is 
believed that, after repeated trials and failures of the district 
to agree, the inspectors may act ; but, once established by the 
inspectors, the site cannot be changed by any vote of the dis- 
trict. Nor can the inspectors alter the site so established, 
except when requested by a majority of the voters. And when 
such request is made, they are not bound by the wish of said 
majority as to the location. If so, the law might jnst as well 
have let a majority, instead of two-thirds of the voters, estab- 
lish the site in the first instance. 

It is provided in section 153, that in case of districts having 
more than three hundred children, when two-thirds of the 
voters cannot agree upon a site, a majority of the voters pres- 
ent may instruct the district board to locate such site. We see 
no reason why any district may not so instruct or empower the 
board, or a committee, by a two-thirds vote. 

The term ^* site '' we understand to mean place, location, 
situation, and not necessarily size or quantity; and it is 
believed that the size of the site may be determined by a 
majority vote. 

4 
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(3604.) Sso. 24. They shall also determine, at saeh annual 
meeting, the length of time a school shall be taught in their 
district daring the ensuing year; which shall not be less than 
nine months in districts having eight hundred children oyer 
five and nnder twenty years of age, and not less than five 
months in districts having from thirty to eight hundred chil- 
dren of like ages, nor less than three months in all other dis- 
tricts, on pain of forfeiture of their share of the two-mill tax 
and primary school fund ; and whether by male or female 
teachers^ or both; and it shall be the duty of the district board 
to estimate the amount necessary to be raised, in addition to 
other school funds, for the entire support of such school, includ- 
ing fuel and other incidental expenses, and for deficiencies of 
previous year, and, previous to the second Monday in October, 
make a written report of the amount so determined, to the 
supervisor of the township in which any part of said district 
may be situated ; and the same shall be levied upon the tax-- 
able property of the district, collected and returned in the 
same manner as township taxes. A school month, within the 
meaning of this act, shsdl consist of four weeks, of five days 
in each week, unless otherwise si)eoified in the teacher's con- 



with some of the weights and measures, are equally important 
in primary arithmetic. 

Books of reference may embrace a large dictionary, a gazet- 
teer, a general cyclopedia, dictionaries of dates, of biography, 
and any other books useful for reference in the studies of the 
school. A special act authorizing districts to buy a dictionary,, 
passed in 1857 (Compiled Laws, page 1216), was repealed by 
its own limitation in 1858. 

"Appendages^* will include chairs, tables, or desks, pails, 
brooms, and anything necessary for the convenience and com- 
fort of the school. 

Section 48 decides that the director may provide anything 
in the character of *' appendages'* without any vote of the 
district. See note to section 48. 
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(3605.) Sec. 25. In case any of the matters in the preceding 
section mentioned are not determined at the annual meetinga, 
the district board shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 
to determine the same ; and in case the district fails to vote for 
at least the minimum length of school required by said sec- 
tioUy it shall be the duty of the said board to make the neces- 
sary provisions for said minimum length of school. 

{Sections 2^ and 25.) Section 24 determines the minimum 
length of school to entitle the district to its two-mill tax and 
primary school moneys ; and authorizes the annual meeting te 
vote additional time, and determine the sex of teachers. The 
amount of tax to be raised to carry on the school and pay 
deficiencies of a previous year is to be determined by the board 
without any vote of the district. These questions of time and 
sex are limited to the annual meeting, or to a special meeting 
within two months previous. {Section 12.) If a special meet- 
ing is called under section 12, the action, or non-action of that 
meeting will be final; and if the questions are not then deci- 
ded, the whole matter goes at once into the power of the board 
as provided in section 25. 

It has been held that a special meeting, called for that pur- 
pose, may reconsider and repeal the votes of the annual meet- 
ing, authorized by section 24, and, should circumstances arise 
absolutely requiring the repeal of those votes, a special meet- 
ing should be called for that purpose. But the power of the 
special meeting would still be limited to a repeal. The action 
of the annual meeting being set aside, the determination of 
the matter rests in the hands of the district board, as would 
have been the case if the annual meeting had not voted. 

Section 24 defines what shall be a ^^ school month," in the 
absence of any written agreement upon the subject, but does 
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(3606.) Sec. 26. Said qualified voters may also, at any regu- 
lar meeting, authorize and direct the sale of any school-house, 
site, building, or other property belonging to the district, when 
the same shall no longer be needed for the use of the district. 

(3607.) Sbo. 27. They may also give such directions and make 
Bach proTisions as they shall deem necessary in relation to the 
prosecution or defense of any suit or proceeding in which the 
district may be a party, or interested. 

(3608.) Sec. 28. All persons, residents of any school district, 
and five years of age, shall have an equal right to attend any 
school therein ; and no separate school or department shall be 
kept for any persons on account of race or color ; Providedy 
That this shall not be construed to prevent the grading of 
eohools according to the intellectual progress of the pupils, to 
be taught in separate places as may be deemed expedient. 

not prohibit the board from agreeing with a teacher upon a 
diflTerent number of days. 

The last clause in section 25 does not limit the board to the 
minimum length of school. The question is wholly with them, 
and they may unquestionably provide for a longer term of 
school if they see fit. 

(Section 27.) If the voters do not choose that the assessor 
shall appear for the district in any suit, they may direct, under 
this section and section 36, what person shall appear, and may 
employ counsel and vote taxes to carry on the suit. 

(Section 28,) This gives no person any absolute right to 
attend any school ; but gives to any one person all the rights 
enjoyed by any others. A resident of the district, of whatever 
age (above five years) or nation, or color, has an equal right 
with all others, to attend school free. This, however, will not 
prevent the board from excluding, by a general rule, such as 
are not fit subjects of common school education : as those who 
are blind, who have contagious disease, whose character is such 
as to endanger the morals of the pupils ; but it does, and was 
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moderator or person presiding may order him to withdraw 
from the meeting, and on his refasal, may order any constable, 
or other person or persons, to take him into custody until the 
meeting shall be adjourned. 

(3611.) Sec. 31. Any person who shall refuse to withdraw 
from snch meeting on being so ordered as provided in the pre- 
ceding section, and also any person who shall willfully disturb 
SQcli meeting, or who shall disturb any district or graded school 
by mde and indecent behavior or by profane or indecent dis- 
eourse, or in any other way make such disturbance, shall, on 
eonyiction thereof, be punished by a fine not less than two nor 
more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail 
not exceeding thirty days; and any justice of the peace, 
recorder, or police justice of the township, ward, or city where 
such offense shall be committed, shall have jurisdiction to try 
and determine the same. . 

(3612.) Sec. 32. The assessor shall pay all orders of the 
dip&ctor^ countersigned by the moderator, out of any moneys 
in his hands belonging to the fund upon which such orders 
may be drawn. 

Seo. 33, 34, 35, Bepealed. 

{Section SI.) The law regards the rights of a school meeting, 
and more particularly of a school, too important to be trifled 
with. All persons should know when they disturb a school, 
that they are engaged in dangerous business. 

{Section S2,) The assessor cannot legally pay the warrants 
of the director, except from proper funds. He cannot pay a 
warrant for teachers' wages from the library moneys, nor a 
warrant for building or incidental expenses from primary 
school moneys or two-mill tax. Nor is he obliged or permitted 
to pay a warrant for teachers' wages from public school moneys 
if he knows the teacher to be not legally qualified. 

The assessor should not pay an order for what he believes to 
be an illegal object, until he can consult with the other mem- 
bers of the board and have the question fully investigated. 
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(3613.) Sec. 36. The assessor shall appear for and on behalf 
of the district in all suits bronght by or against the same^ when 
no other directions shall be given by the qualified voters in dis- 
trict meeting, except in suits in which he is interested adversely 
to the district, and in all such cases the director shall appear 
for such district, if no other direction be given as aforesaid. 

DIRECTOR. 

(3614.) Sec. 37. The director shall be. the clerk of the dis- 
trict board, and of all district meetings when present ; but if 
he shall not be present at any district meeting, the qualified 
voters present may appoint a clerk of such meeting, who shall 
certify the proceedings thereof to the director, to be recorded 
by him. 

(3615.) Sec 38. The director shall record all the proceed- 
ings of the district in a book to be kept for that purpose, and 
preserve copies of all reports made to the school inspectors, and 
safely preserve and keep all books and papers belonging to his 
office. 

{Section SO.) For directions for suits, etc., against school dis- 
tricts, see sections 122 to 128. See also section 27. 

{Sections 87^ 38,) As the director's record of proceedings is 
prima facie evidence of the facts set forth in it, great care 
should be taken to make it a full and explicit history of the 
proceedings ; and it should be read for correction and approval 
before the adjournment of the meeting. 

The record of a special meeting should state by whom the 
meeting was called, and the objects mentioned in the notice, as 
the legality of the proceedings depends upon the legality of 
the call and the conformity of the proceedings to the objects 
stated in the notices. 

The record of a district meeting is prima facie evidence of 
legality; but any action had at such meeting, that can be 
proved by positive testimony, must be held as legal. 
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3ei6. Sec. 39. The district board shall hire each qualified 
teachers as may be required ; and all contracfcs shall be in 
writing, and signed by a majority of the board on behalf of 
the district. Said contract shall specify the wages agreed 

[Section 39,) This section gives the authority to a majority 
of the district board to employ teachers, whether the director 
is one of that majority or not. The director is merely the 
legal agent for making the contract, and has only an eqnal 
Toice witli the other members of the board in the choice of a 
teacher. The other officers may execute the contract if the 
director shall refuse. They should never proceed, however, to 
make and sign the contract without consulting the director 
The law prefers, for the sake of regularity, that he shall make 
an contracts with tea'chers, and he has a right to do so until 
he refuses. 

When not otherwise stipulated in the contract, the month 
will mean four weeks of five days each. (See section 24.) 
Twenty consecutive days will not meet the requirements of the 
law. ]EiXperience has shown that five days school in each seven 
will generally accomplish as much in a year, or a term, as six 
in seven. 

No law but that of custom recognizes any exemptions for 
holidays ; and it is therefore wise to have such holidays as may 
be agreed upon specified in the contract. 

This question of holidays is a vexed one, which we are often 
required to answer. We are only able to express the belief that 
where there was no understanding between the board and 
teacher in making the contract, the teacher will be entitled to 
holidays, well established as such in public opinion, unless 
former custom in the district has been pretty uniformly different. 

As this section authorizes the director to contract with 
5 
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ttff with a correct copy of the same at the close of the school. 
Said contract shall be filed with the director, and a duplicate 
of the same famished to the teacher. 
Sec. 40. Bepealed. 

case of a teacher's temporary absence by sickness or any other 
cause, the place should be supplied with some duly qualified 
person selected by the board. Nor is any district entitled to 
pafalic money unless all its teachers are '^qualified'' as the law 
requires. 

A correct copy of the teacher's school record is usually indis- 
pensable to the proper discharge of the director's duties : 
hence the director may refuse, and should refuse to issue an 
wder for the teacher's wages until the proper record is fur- 
nished him as required by this section. 

The teacher may be held responsible to the district board for 
the eflBcient discharge of every duty properly attaching to the 
office of teacher, including the oversight and preservation of 
school buildings, grounds, furniture, apparatus, and other 
school property, as well as the more important work of instruc- 
tion and government. Such labor, however, as sawing wood, 
Braking fires, and sweeping the floors in the school-house, is no 
appropriate part of a teacher's duty; and its performance by 
the teacher cannot be legally enforced by the board, unless 
the teacher has voluntarily stipulated to do it. The cost of 
the work is properly chargeable to the *^ contingent fund," 
and in all well-regulated districts and schools this course is 
pniiiaed. If teachers voluntarDy assume these duties as a 
flatter of convenience and economy to the district, it is all 
^ery well. 

*'A11 contracts shall be in writing;" therefore, a verbal 
^S^ment is no contract, and cannot be enforced by either 
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the ages ftforesaid, residing in the district, which afBdavit may 
be made before the clerk of the township ; and said list shall 
be returned with the annual report of the director to the 
toimship clerk. Children in alms-houses, prisons, or asylums, 
not otherwise residents of the district and not attending the 
school, shall not be included in the said census, nor shall Indian 
children be so included, unless they attend the school, or their 
parents are liable to pay taxes therein. 

Secs. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47. Eepealed. 

(3618.) Sec. 48. The director shall provide the necessary 
appendages for the school-house, and keep the same in good 
condition and repair during the time school shall be taught 

included who is twenty years of age. Being married does not 
exclude from the census, if the person is under twenty. 

If, in taking the census, a child is found who has moved into 
the district within the ten days mentioned, inquiry should be 
^ade whether his name has been taken in the district from 
which he came; and if it has, he must not be included. This 
is but just, as the public money to be paid on his account the 
ensuing year, is the result of the school in the district during 
the year then closing. 

The census list must be sworn to by the person taking it, to 
entitle the district to public money ; and the town clerk should 
Bee that it is done. 

[Section 48.) The director is authorized and required to pro- 
cure all needful appendages and repairs, without any vote of 
the district in the case. It is not optional with the district to 
pay such expenses. "When audited by the moderator and asses- 
sor, the account becomes a valid claim against the district, and 
can be collected if the district fails to pay it. 

The law has wisely empowered one oflBicer, and made it his 
duty to keep the school-house in good repair. He should pro- 
cure such books for records, or blanks for statistics as he deems 
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therein, and shall keep an accurate account of all expenses 
incurred by him as director; such acconnfc shall be andlted by 
the moderator and assessor, and on their written order shall 
be paid out of any money provided by the district for sucl^ 
purposes. 

(3619.) Sec. 49. He shall present at each annual meeting, ai^ 
estimate of the expenses necessary to be incurred during the 
ensuing year for such purposes, and for payment for the seryi- 

needful ; see to it that the windows are properly filled with 
glass; that the stove and pipe are in a fit condition^ and suita- 
ble wood provided ; that the desks and seats are in good repair ; 
that the out-houses are properly provided with doors, and are 
frequently cleansed ; that the black-boards are kept painted^ 
and everything is provided necessary for the comfort of the 
pupils and the success of the school. Under our laws, a great 
responsibility rests upon the director, and on his promptitude 
and faithfulness depends the nsefalness of the school. 

This section does not give the director power, nor has the 
board such power, to buy apparatus^ without a vote of the dis- 
trict. By apparatus, we understand, generally, any thing that 
is to be used in giving instruction ; as globes, maps, &c. 

The extent of repairs, or the amount of expense he may 
incur, are not defined ; and his power in these respects will 
depend very much upon circumstances, and the necessity of 
the case. In case of complaint that he has exceeded his powers, 
the accuser would have to prove that he has incurred an expense 
plainly unnecessary. 

{Section 4^.) Section 24, as amended at a later date than sec- 
tion 49, provides that the board shall estimate the amount 
needed for the ensuing year, « for the entire support of the 
school, iucluding fuel and other necessary expenses/* and 
report it to the supervisor, superseding the necessity of the 
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oes of any district oflScer; and such amount^ when voted by 
such annual meeting, shall be assessed and collected in the 
same manner as other district taxes ; bnt no tax for these pur- 
poses shall be voted at a special meetings unless a notice of the 
same shall be expressed in the notice of such meetiug. 

(3620.) Sec. 50. He shall give the prescribed notice of the 
annual district meeting, and of all such special meetings as he 
shall be required to give notice of, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this chapter^ one copy of which for each meeting 
shall be posted on the outer door of the district school-house, 
if there be one. 

(3621.) Sec. 51. The director shall draw from the township 
library the proportion of books to which his district may be 
entitled, and return the same to the township library at the 
expiration of three months, and shall continue to draw books 
in like manner, at the expiration of every three months, and 
to return the same as aforesaid. 

(3622.) Sec. 52. He shall distribute the books drawn out by 
him^ to the parents or guardians of the children of the dis- 
trict of the proper age, for the time and under the restrictions 
contained in the rules prescribed by the board of school inspect- 
ors. 

(3623.) Sec. 53. He shall draw and sign warrants upon the 
township treasurer for all moneys raised for district purposes, 
or apportioned to the district by the township clerk, payable 
to the assessor of the district, and orders upon the assessor for 

district voting the tax as previously done under section 49. 
This will include any expenses incurred by a district oflScer 
(section 48) ; but they cannot report any amount for his servi- 
ces until the district has voted how much he shall be paid. 

{Sections SI and 52,) In townships in which the district 
library system has been adopted, these sections have become 
obsolete. But in fractional districts, lying partly in townships 
which still have township libraries, the director may continue 
to draw from the township library the share of books due his 
district. 
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all moneys to be disbursed by the district, and present them to 
the moderator to be signed by him. 

(3634.) Sec. 54. The director shall also, at the end of eacK 
school year, deliver to the township clerk, to be filed in his 
office, a report to the board of school inspectors of the town- 
ship, showing: 

Firsty The whole number of children belonging to the dis- 
trict between the ages ot five and twenty years, according to 
the census taken as aforesaid ; 

Second, The number attending school during the year under 
five, and also the number over twenty years of age ; 

{Section 53.) Mark that all warrants on the town treasurer 
must be AxfmvL payable to the assessor. 

As several of the funds belonging to the district cannot be 
used for any other than their own special objects, the director's 
order should specify the purpose for which the money is to be 
paid, and the fund, — as teachers' wages fund, contingent fund, 
&c., — out of which it is to be paid. (See notes on sections 29 
and 32.) 

"No moneys shall be drawn into the hands of the assessor 
till he has given the proper bonds. (See section 61.) 

{Section 5^.) The director's report should be made out so 
as to be presented at the annual meeting for approval or cor- 
rection. The only item in the report having any reference to 
the annual meeting, is the name of the director for the ensuing 
year. Any other business of the annual meeting will refer to 
the next annual report, as the first Monday in September 
belongs in the ensuing year. 

Three blanks for the annual report to the school inspectors 
are annually forwarded to each director, who should see that 
the same are obtained from the County Superintendent or 
township clerk before the first of September. 

On the back of one blank the director will find important 
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Third, The whole number that have attended school daring 
the year ; 

Fourthj The length of time the school has been taught 
during the year by a qualified teacher, the name of each 
teacher, the length of time kept by each, and the wages paid 
to each ; 

Fifths The average length of time scholars between five 
and twenty years of age have attended school during the year ; 

Sixths The amount of money received from the township 
treasurer, apportioned to the district by the township clerk ; 

instnictions for making his report. All are alike on the face 
The census list should be made out on the other two, the affi- 
davit filled out on both, and the two delivered to the town clerk 
immediately after the annual meeting. These two should be 
corrected if necessary, and made alike in every particular, and 
the town clerk will file one in his office and forward the other 
to the office of Public Instruction, at Lansing 

By having these to compare with the inspectors' reports, 
errors and omissions are often discovered, by which the dis- 
tricts save the primary school money, when they would other- 
wise lose it. But the inspectors must also make their report, 
to entitle any district to public money. 

The directors' reports not only furnish the basis for the dis- 
tribution of the primary school moneys, but also the facts upon 
which any sound opinion can be formed of the success of the 
school system, and of the character and extent of the amend- 
ments which may need to be made. Directors, therefore, 
should use the utmost care and diligence to make their reports 
fall and correct. A failure to make full and accurate reports 
may cost the district its share in the primary school moneys. 

In fractional districts, full annual reports are only to be 
made to the clerk of the township in which the school-house is 
situated ; and this report must embrace the number of chil- 

6 
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Seventh, The amount of money raised by the district, and. 
the purposes for which it was raised ; 

Eighthy The kinds of books used in the school ; 

Ninth, Sach other facts and statisticts, in regard to schools 
and the subject of education as the Snperintendent of Pablic 
Instruction shall direct. 

DISTRICT BOARD. 

(3625.) Sec. 55. The moderator, director, and assessor shall 
constitute the district board. 

* 

dren, and the statistics of the entire district (See sectien 81.) 
The number of children in each fractional part of the district 
must also be reported to the clerk of the township in whicli 
such fractional part is situated. (See section 82.) 

Directors sometimes complain that too many details in the 
statistics are required of them; bnt they are much less in num- 
ber than are obtained in several other States. 

The law no longer requires a record of attendance to be kept 
by the teacher for the purpose of a rate-bill ; but it must still 
be kept under the provisions of sections 39 and 54. The 
teacher must keep a roll of all who are regular pupils, and each 
half-day, mark each one present or absent. At the close of the 
term, add together the number of days attendance of all the 
pupils, and divide this sum by the number of pupils. This 
gives the average number of days' attendance. This quotient, 
divided by the number of school days in a month, will give 
the average months' attendance in the term. If there is more 
than one term in the year, add the averages of the several terms 
together and divide by the number of terms, and it will give 
the average for the year, as required in No. 5 of the director's 
report. Directors should see to it at the commencement of 
each term that this record is properly kept 

{Section 66.) In graded or high school districts, often, with 
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(3626.) Sec. 56. Said board shall, between the first Monday in 
September and the second Monday in October, in each year, 
make ont and deliver to the supervisor of each township in 
which any part of the district is situated, a report in writing 
under their hands^ of all taxes voted by the district during the 
preceding year^ and of all taxes which said board is author- 
ized to impose, to be levied on the taxable property of the 
district. 

very little propriety, called union school districts, the district 
boards as provided by section 148, etc., consists of six trustees. 

A majority of the district board may exercise the powers of 
the board; but each member has a right to be consulted, 
unless he shall be absent from the district when any action 
must be taken. 

Upon the ability and faithfulness of the district board, the 
success of the school mainly depends. The voters should bear 
this in mind in the election, that the taxes they pay may be 
made to accomplish the greatest possible good. Any woman 
who pays taxes is eligible to office, and districts might often 
do well to elect such. [See Appendix B.] 

{Section S6,) The district board must include in their report 

the taxes voted at any special meeting during the year up to 

the time of making the report; but no tax that has to be 

voted by the district should be reported till it is finally passed 

upon. If the meeting that voted it is adjourned to meet at 

some later day, the tax should not be reported till after the 

adjourned meeting is held, provided the same is not beyond 

the said second Monday in October, unless the voters specially 

diriect it to be reported. The supervisor can assess a tax 

reported to him after the second Monday in October, but 

he cannot be compelled to do so. 

The taxes which the district board are authorized to report 
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(3627.) Sec. 57. The district board may purchase, at tho 
expense of the district, such school books as may be necessarjr 
for the use of children when parents are not able to fumislx 
the same, and they shall include the amount of such purchases 
in their report to the supervisor or supervisors, to be assessed 
as aforesaid ; they shall also prescribe a uniform list of text- 

to the supervisor without a vote of the district are: tho 
expense for books furnished to indigent pupils, under sectioxa 
57, and the amount estimated by them for all expenses under 
section 24. The assessor is to report the amount of any judg- 
ment against the district. (Section 125.) 

{Section 57.) The text-books purchased for indigent children 
are the property of the district, and should be taken care of by 
the district board when not in use. (See section 65.) 

The duty to prescribe text-books is imperative, and its 
prompt performance is demanded by the best interests of the 
district. 

(By a special act of 1873, Berrien county has a county board 
to prescribe, and contract for, uniform text-books throughout 
the county.) 

Though the board cannot change the books within two years, 
they may add a new text-book to the list, in any branch not 
provided for in the list first prescribed. Text-books should be 
provided for all common branches, including United States 
History, Science of Government, and, if needed, Natural Phi- 
losophy, Physiology, and Algebra. 

No pupil can claim to receive instruction in any other text- 
books than those prescribed by the district board ; nor is the 
teacher at liberty to introduce any new text-book without the 
action of the board. 

The last clause in the section gives the board large power in 
adopting rules for the school. This power they should exer- 
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books to be used in the said school; but text-books once 
adopted, shall not be changed within two years, except by the 
consent of a majority of the yoters at some regular meeting. 
They sliall have the general care of the school, and may esfcab- 
lish all needful regulations for its management. 

(3628.) Sec. 58. Said board may admit to the district school 
non-resident pupils, and may determine the rates of tuition of 

cise in the adoption of such rules as will best secure punctu- 
ality in attendance, good order in school, and the mosb rapid 
adyance of pupils in intelligence. 

The power to adopt rules implies power to enforce them ; and 
the board may undoubtedly attach such reasonable penalties 
as they see fit 

{Section 68,) Non-resident pupils are those whose parents 
or guardians are not residents of the district. Such pupils do 
not become residents merely by boarding in the district while 
attending school. A citizen of the district, employing tem- 
porarily a minor whose parents or guardians reside out of the 
* 

district, should not report such minor in the school census, 

and cannot claim to send him as a resident pupil to the school. 

Instances have been known where persons have moved into a 

district and " kept house," for the sole object of attending 

school ; intending to move away as soon as the school closed. 

This is held to be a mere evasion of the law, and the board 

has a right to consider them non-residents. Yet the residence 

of the pupilf and not of the parent, may sometimes determine 

his right to attend school. The parent, for example, may 

reside in one district and the child be an apprentice in 

another. In such case he must be permitted to attend school 

in the district in which he resides. But if the parent sends 

him into another district to remain for a limited time, and 

perhaps for the evident purpose of attending a better 
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such pnpils, and collect the same ; and they may aathorize or 
order the suspension or expulsion from the school, whenever, 
in their judgment, the interests of the school demand it, of 
any pupil guilty of gross misdemeanor or persistent disobe- 
dience. 

(3629.) S£C. 59. They shall purchase or lease a site for a 
school-house, as shall have been designated by the district, in 

school, it is clearly an evasion of the law ; and in such case 
he can only attend on such terms as the district board may 
prescribe. 

A child who has no parent or guardian, or having them, 
is thrown upon the world to "shirk for himself,^' should 
be regarded, in reference to his residence, in the same light as 
if he was of full age. Not a few persons can be said to haye no 
settled home. And yet, they must be regarded as having a 
" residence ^^ somewhere. All the circumstances should be 
considered, and the law should be construed liberally (espec- 
ially in the case of poor children) for the cause of education. 

When a district board decide to admit non-residents to 
the school, they should fix at once upon the rate of tuition, 
that it may be announced to such pupils on entering the 
school. 

The board may authorize the teacher to suspend or expel 
incorrigible pupils, in his discretion. A pupil suspended 
should not be re-instated without the consent of the board. 
Expulsion means a penal and final separation. It has been 
decided by the legal tribunals, that a person of depraved and 
infamous character, as a prostitute, may be forbiddeu the 
school, even though guiltless of any offense against the rules 
of the school. (For further remarks see appendix.) 

{Section 59.) In case the site designated cannot be purchased 
for the price the district offers, and in case a good and valid 
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the corporate name thereof, and shall bnild, hire, or purchase 
snch school-house oufc of the fund proyided for that purpose, 
and make sale of any site or other property of the district, 
when lawfully directed by the qualified roters, at an annual or 
special meeting : Provided, That the district shall not in any 
case bnild a stone or brick school-house upon any site, with- 
out haying first obtained a title in fee to the same, or a lease 
for ninety-nine years ; and also, that they shall not in any 
case build a frame school-house on any site for which they 
haye not a title in fee, or a lease for fifty years, without secur- 
ing the priyilege of removing the said school-house when law- 
fully directed so to do by the qualified voters of the district, 
at any annual or special meeting: Provided, also. That the 
qualified yoters of the district may appoint a building commit- 
tee to take charge of the work of building such school-house. 
(3630.) Sec. 60. The district board shall apply and pay over 

title cannot be obtained for any reason, section 154, etc., pro- 
vides for calling a jury to determine on a price. 

It is a well settled principle of law, that public officers can- 
not use their trusts for their own benefit. The district board 
cannot sell a site or school-house to themselves. The legal 
voters, however, in regular meeting, may direct the sale to be 
made to any member of the board. 

When the district has agreed upon a site, the board are to 
make the purchase or lease without a special vote directing 
them so to do ; but the building, etc., or selling, will require 
a special direction. 

The extent of the powers of the building committee may 
be simply to oversee the work, or it may be to get up the plan, 
let the contract, and do all of the business. A vote appoint- 
ing such a committee should always specify just what they 
are to do. But the director and moderator alone can draw 
orders to pay any of the expenses. 

{Section 60,) The practice of some districts in employing a 
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all school moneys belonging to the district^ in accordanoe with 
the provisions of law regulating the same^ as may be directed 
by the district ; but no school moneys apportioned to any dis- 
trict shall be appropriated to any other nse than the payment 
of teachers' wages, and no part thereof shall be paid to any 
teacher who shall not have received a certificate as required in 
this chapter, before the commencement of his school. 

(3631.) Sec. 61. The moderator and director shall require 
of the assessor, and the assessor shall execute to the district, a 
bond in double the amount of money to come into his hands 
as such assessor 4uring the year, as near as the same can be 

teacher, and getting him inspected some time after commenc- 
ing his school, is entirely illegal and wrong, being calculated 
to defeat the very end and purpose of all inspection. The 
language of the law is plain and decisive, and school inspect- 
ors and county superintendents should see it enforced. 

If through any necessity, a teacher begins a school before 
getting a certificate, the time thus taught before receiving a 
certificate cannot be counted as any part of the time a school 
is required to be taught by a qualified teacher. When such 
teacher receives a certificate, a new contract should be made 
and signed, as though no school had been previously taught by 
him in the district. 

Any surplus of the two-mill tax, after eight months of school 
have been maintained, during the year, may be used for other 
school or library purposes. (See section 172.) 

{Section 61.) The moderator and director must require this 
bond of the assessor before giving him any warrant on the 
township treasurer for any moneys. If he fails or refuses to 
give bonds when demanded, he vacates his oflBce ; but he is not 
required under any penalty, to offer his bonds till demanded. 

If the moderator and director shall give the assessor the 
custody of moneys belonging to the district without first 
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ascertained^ with two suflScienfc sureties, to be approved by the 
moderator and director, conditioned for the faithful applica- 
tion of all moneys that shall come into his hands by virtue of 
his office. 

(3632.) Sec. 62. Such bond shall be lodged with the moder- 
ator, and in case of any breach of the condition thereof, thq 
director shall cause a suit to be commenced thereon in the 
name of the district, and the money, when collected, shall be 
paid into the township treasury, for the use of the district, sub- 
ject to the order of the proper district oflBcers. 

(3633.) Sec. 63. Said board shall present to the district, at 
each annual meeting, a report in writing, containing an accu- 
rate statement of all moneys of the district received by them, 
or any of them, during the preceding year, and of the dis- 
bursements made by them, with the items of such receipts and 
disbursements. 



requiring bonds of him, they commit a gross violation of 
official duty, and are liable not only to pay the penalty pre- 
scribed, but in case any loss results to the district from their 
neglect, they are liable to the district for the loss occasioned 
thereby. This is the more important, now that the law 
requires all the district funds to go into the hands of the 
assessor before being paid out by the district 

The assessor's bond is the security that the funds will at 
all times be forthcoming when called for. He may use the 
money in his hands, but he assumes all the risk. If he can- 
not raise it when wanted by the district, his bail will be holden 
therefor, and he incurs the penalty for using district funds for 
private purposes. An assessor should never use, or allow to 
be used, a dollar of the funds of the district, for private 
purposes. 

{Sections 63 and 64*) This report is very important, as, with- 
out it, the district has no means of knowing the state of its 
finances, or whether the funds have been legaUy applied. When 
7 
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(3634.) Sec. 64. Such report shall also contain a statement 
of all taxes assessed npon the taxable property of the district 
daring the preceding year, the purposes for which such taxes 
were assessed, and the amonnt assessed, for each particalar 
purpose, and said report shall be recorded by the director in 
« book to be provided and kept for that purpose. 

(3635.) Sec 65. The said district board shall hare the care 
and custody of the school-house and other property of the 
district, except so far as the same shall by vote of the district 
be specially confided to the custody of the director, including 
all books purchased for the use of indigent pupils, and shall 
open the school-house for public meetings unless by a Tote at 
a district meeting it shall be determined otherwise : Provided^ 
That said board may exclude such public meetings during the 
five school days of each week of any and all school terms, or 
such parts thereof as in their discretion they may deem for the 
best interest of the schools. 

!»■ ■■ ■ I I ■ ■ I . I I I — ^l. ■ ■■ ■■■■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ I ■ I 1^1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■■■■■■■ 1 .yi — ■■ .■^--W. ■ ■■ ■ I ■ , I _ 

it is made out, the director can readily make his report ; and 
he, as the clerk of the board, should see that it is properly 
done, and in time. District boards are earnestly urged not to 
neglect so important a duty. It is required as well in justice 
to themselves as to the district. School officers are often sus- 
pected of using the funds of the district, and they are unable 
to prove their innocence, simply because they have not kept a 
careful record of every transaction, and consequently could not 
make a full report. 

Whenever the board are not prepared to make the report to 
the annual meeting, the meeting should not adjourn sine die, 
but to a future day, as early as may be, when the board shall 
be prepared and required to make the report. 

{Section 65.) This requirement to open the house for public 
meetings, unless the district votes otherwise, must be construed 
to mean meetings not inappropriate to the character of the 
house. 'The reference is undoubtedly mainly to religious meet- 
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(3636.) Seo. 66. It shall be the dafcy of said board to fill by 
appointment, without delay, any vacancy that shall occur in 
their own number; or they shall call a special meeting of the 
district to fill such vacancy by an election. 

(3637.) Sec. 67. Every school district office shall become 
Tacant npon the incumbent ceasing to be a resident of the dis- 
trict for which he shall have been elected, or upon the hap- 
pening of either of the events specified in section three, of 
chapter fifteen, of the revised statutes of eighteen hundred and 

ings ; bat as the term ^is general, it must be held to include 
musical, literary, or other meetings designed for the public 
welfare. The district may vote to exclude all meetings, or to 
admit some and exclude others ; and it might sometimes relieve 
the board from embarrassment, if the annual meeting decided 
the question. 

{Section 66.) This requires the board to fill the vacancy with- 
out delay, or to call a special meeting, as they prefer ; but if 
they neglect to make the appointment " without delay," (ten 
days may be deemed a reasonable time) they forfeit their right 
to fill the vacancy, and mu?t call a special meeting. In either 
case, the vacancy is filled for the unexpired portion of the 
term. 

In case two of the district offices shall be vacant at once, 
the remaining member cannot fill the vacancies, as he does not 
constitute a m'tjority of the board, and cannot exercise the 
powers thereof. On the written request of five legal voters, he 
may call a special meeting to fill vacancies. 

{Section 67.) Should all the offices be vacant at once, no 
special meeting can be called, and the inspectors should appoint 
officers to fill the vacancies, as provided by section 146. 

If an annual meeting occurs when all the offices are vacant, 
the meeting may organize by appointing a chairman and clerk 
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forty-six ; and in case of temporary absence^ or positive disa.— 
bility of a district officer to perform any necessary duty of his 
office, the board may appoint a substitute for the time being, 
who shall be subject to all the requirements and responsibili- 
ties of the office. 

pro tern., and proceed to an election for the unexpired portions 
of the several terms. 

The occurrence of any of the following events will create a. 
vacancy in a school district office : 

Mrst, The death of the incumbent; 

Second^ His resignation ; 

Third, His removal from office; 

Fourth, His removal from the district; 

Fifth, His conviction of any infamous crime ; 

Sixth, His election or appointment being declared void by a 
competent tribunal; 

Seventh, His neglect to file his acceptance of office, or to 
give or renew any official bond, according to law. (Compiled 
Laws, Chap. 11, Sec. 617, p. 266.) 

The resignation of a district officer must be made to the 
other members of the district board, or to one of them, and 
flhould be in writing. (Compiled Laws, Chap. 11, Sec. 1, p. 
^65.) 

Temporary absence from home will not vacate an office; 
but if such absence creates embarrassment the holder ought to 
resign. But, if he does not, or in case of other disability, the 
board may make a temporary appointment; and in case of an 
assessor thus appointed, he must file his bonds the same as if 
his appointment was permanent. 

A person claiming to be a legal officer, and in possession, 
cannot be voted out by the board, but should be proceeded 
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TOWKSHIP BOARD OF SCHOOL IKSPECTORS. 

(3638 ) Sec. 68. The inspectors fleeted at the annual town^ 
ship meetings^ together with the township clerk^ shall consti- 
tnte the township board of school inspectors ; and the inspec- 
tor elected at the annual township meeting, having the short* 
est time to serve, shall be chairman of said board, and the said 
township clerk shall be the clerk thereof. 

against by a writ of mandamus or quo warranto before the 
Circnit Court 

A person refusing to deliver official books and papers to his 
saccessoT is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be prosecated 
before any Court of Becord or Circuit Court Commissioner. 
(Compiled Laws, Chap. 220, p. 1933, etc.) 

{Section 68.) The office of school inspector was not created 
by that chapter of the statutes known as ^' The Primary School 
Law." It will be found as follows : 

^' There shall be elected annually, on the first Monday of 
April, in each organized township, * * * one township 
clerk, who shall be ex officio school inspector,*' ♦ * * Qjii 
one school inspector. (Article 11, Sec. 1 of the Constitution.) 

'^The annual meeting of each township shall be held on the 
first Monday of April in each year; and at such meeting there 
shall be an election (by ballot) for * "i" * one school 
inspector." (Compiled Laws, Chap. 12, Sec. 8, p. 272.) 

" Each school inspector elected as aforesaid, shall hold his 
office for two years, and until his successor shall be elected and 
qnalified, except when elected to fill a vacancy ; in which case 
he shall hold during the unexpired portion of the regular 
term: Provided, That where there shall have been no pre- 
vious election for school inspectors in any township, there 
shall be two such inspectors elected, one for one year and one 
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(3639.) Sec. 69. The chairman of said board shall be the 
treasurer thereof, and shall give bond to the township in 
doable the amount of library moneys to come into his bands 
daring his term of oflSce, as near as the same can be ascer- 
tained, with two sufficient sareties, to be approved by the 
township cle^k, conditioned for the faithful appropriation of 
all moneys that may come into his hands by Tirtue of his 
office. 

(3640.) Sec. 70. Said bond shall be filed with the township 
clerk, and in case of the non-fulfillment thereof, said clerk shall 
cause a suit to be commenced thereon, and the moneys col- 
lected in such suit shall be paid into the township treasury, 
for the benefit of the township library. 

(3641.) Sec 71. The inspectors shall divide the township 
into such number of school districts as may from time to time 
be necessary, which districts they shall number, and they may 
regulate and alter the boundaries of the same as circumstances 

for two years, who shall severally hold their office accord- 
ingly.*^ (Compiled Laws, Chap. 12, Sec. 13, p. 273.) 

Sec 95, Chap. 12, p. 290, of the compiled laws, establishes 
the compensation of inspectors at one dollar and fifty cents 
per day. 

'^A person elected inspector incurs a penalty of ten dollars 
if he fails to qualify within ten days.'* (Compiled Laws, Chap. 
12, Sec 65, p. 280.) 

" The resignation of an inspector is made to the town 
board, and filed with the township clerk.'* (Compiled Laws, 
Chap. 12, Sec. 56, p. 280.) 

{Section 71.) This power to establish and change the boand- 
aries of school districts is a most important one, and on its 
wise and careful exercise the success and well-being of the 
school system often depends. The main errors committed in 
the division of the townships have been the multiplication of 
small districts too feeble to maintain a good school, and the 
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shall render proper ; bat no district shall contain more than 
nine sections of land^ and each district shall be composed of 
contigaoas territory, and be in as compact a form as may be ; 
but no land shall be taxed for bnilding a school-house, unless 
some portion of every legal subdiyision of said land shall be 
within two and one-half miles of said school-house site : Pr<h 
videdy That no district shall be divided into two or more dis* 

unnecessary increase of fractional districts, which have always 
proved a fruitful source of error and trouble. 

Whenever a school district is divided, each of the districts 
formed from it has a right, in making its annual report, to 
embrace the time a school was taught between the commence^ 
ment of the school year, and the time the division was made, 
and to add thereto the time a school has been taught in said 
district subsequently to the division. If each district, reckon- 
ing time thus, is enabled to report a school taught the requis- 
ite number of months, by qualified teachers, each is entitled 
to draw public money. 

If a new district is created from more than one district, part 
of which did not have the requisite number of months^ school 
before the division, and the new district has not itself had 
school the necessary time, in that case the number of children 
in the territory taken from districts that had the said requisite 
time of school should be reported to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, as primary school money can be appor- 
tioned upon them only. 

Where territory is set from one district to another after the 
annual meeting, and before thetfiext apportionment of primary 
school money, the apportionment is wholly to the former, 
npon the census as returned by said district ; and it is for the 
inspectors to determine, under the provisions of section 75, 
bow much, if any, shall be paid to the other district on 
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tricts, without the consent of a majority of the tax-payers o£ 
said district^ and that no two or more districts shall be con- 
solidated without the consent of a majority of the tax-payers 
of such districts. But this act shall not be construed so as to 
prevent the detaching of the property of any person or per- 
son9y by the inspectors, from one district, and attaching it; 
to another. 

account of the territory set off. The same is true of all 
school moneys accruing until the next annual meeting. The 
town clerk cannot apportion money to any district except 
upon its report at the close of the previous year. (See section 
97.) 

In the formation of school districts^ and in the alteration 
of the same^ school inspectors act upon their own discretion^ 
and are not obliged either to wait for^ or to regard petitions of 
the inhabitants ; but they should never refuse to show a wise 
regard for the wishes of the people. They should be slow^ 
however, to yield to the demand for the erection of small dis- 
tricts for the temporary accommodation of small neighbor- 
hoods. 

Districts organized under the graded school law (section 
148) are not restricted to nine sections of land. (Section 
165.) 

The power of the graded school board to establish several 
schools in different localities, allows it to supply schools in 
convenient localities for every part of the district Inspectors 
cannot alter the boundaries of such districts without the writ- 
ten consent of a majority of the board. 

The boundaries of new or altered districts should be fully 
described in the resolution of the inspectors, and the number 
of the district fixed. The resolution should be entered on the 
record kept by the clerk, and the boundaries delineated on 
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(3642.) Sec. 72. They may attach to a school district any 
person residing in a township^ and not in any organized dis* 
trict, at his request ; and for all district purposes except rais- 
ing a tax for building a school-house^ such person shall be con- 
sidered as residing in such district ; but when set off to a new 
district, no sum shall be raised for such person as his propor- 
tion to the district property. 

(3643.) Sec. 73. The inspectors shall apply for and receive 
firom the township treasurer, all moneys appropriated for the 
township library of their township, and shall purchase the 

the township map to be made by the clerk, one copy to be kept 
in his office, and another giyen to the supervisor. Care should 
be nsed to embrace all the inhabitants and all the territory of 
the township in some of the several districts when finally 
organized. 

By section 91, the inspectors are required to give ten days' 
notice of meetings to form or alter boundaries of districts. 
Without such notice their action will not be legal. Appeal 
may be made from the action of the inspectors, to the town- 
ship board. (See sections 173, 174, 175.) 

The 2i miles, to be consistent with the object of the restric- 
tion, must be understood to mean two and one-half miles by 
the nearest practicable route. If any part of the surveyed 40 
acres lies within that distance, the whole ''forty'' is taxable. 

The proviso to section 71 was enacted in 1873. Under it a 
district cannot be destroyed by attaching it to another district 
or districts, without the consent of the tax-payers of the dis- 
tricts. 

{Section 73.) The library moneys referred to, include what- 
ever may be voted from the two-mill tax annually, at the town- 
ship elections, as provided by section 107, and the moneys 
received from fines, penalties, forfeited recognizances, &c., from 
the county treasurer. The inspectors should apply to the 

8 
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books, and procare the necessary appendages for the township 
library, and make such rales for the regulation thereof, and the 
preservation of the books contained in it, as they may deem 
proper. 

r 

county treasurer between the fifth and tenth of April each 
year, for the money from such fines, &c. Were the boards of 
supervisors, and other officers charged with this matter, careful 
to see that these fines and penalties were paid over by those 
collecting them, and forfeited recognizances were prosecuted, 
many thousands of dollars would annually accrue to the library 
fund that are now lost. 

The inspectors have nothing to do with taxes voted by dis- 
tricts for their libraries under section 23. 

Wherever the township library has been divided into district 
libraries, under the law providing for such division, the town 
clerk should annually apportion the library moneys to the dis- 
tricts, to be expended by the district boards for books. 

This authority to select books for the township libraries 
is one of the greatest importance, and should be exercised with 
the utmost care and circumspection. Good books are great 
blessings. They are the cheapest and most efficient educational 
agencies known ; and the school library is justly esteemed a 
needful and valuable auxiliary to our public school system. 
Care should be taken to select, to a considerable extent, such 
books as will prove interesting and instructive to the youngs 
from ten to twenty years of age. Let the taste for reading; 
good books once be strongly established, and our pupils will 
not only use the library, but will go beyond that, and seek to 
supply themselves, even at their own expense, with the means 
of gratifying their appetite for learning. 

The law requires a list of library books to to be selected and. 
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Sec. 74. They shall appoint one of their number to visit 
each school in the township having a qualified teacher, at least 
once in each school term in which a school is taught, who shall 
inquire into the condition of such schools, examine the schol- 
ars, and give such advice to both teachers and pupils, as he 
may think beneficial. 

contracted for by the State Board of Education, and the 
inspectors and district boards are required by law to purchase 
under this contract, unless the township or districts order oth- 
erwise. They are also required to expend the library funds 
annually. But, as the law makes so inadequate provision for 
the support of libraries, and, consequently, so few books are 
purchased, no satisfactory contract could be made for some 
years past, and, until some change for the better is made, town 
and district boards will be obliged to purchase in every respect 
upon their own judgment. 

{Section 7^.) This section is omitted in the compiled laws 
as having been repealed ; but it is in full force in counties hav- 
ing less than ten school districts, which are not entitled to a 
county superintendent, or while a vacancy may exist in that 
office, in other counties. The number of townships subject to 
its provisions is less than fifty ; but these, of course, are in the 
new counties ; and a large portion of the districts are feeble 
in numbers and in means; requiring peculiarly the fostering 
care of those charged with their oversight Inspectors are 
requested to remember the importance of the subject, and to 
notice, if need be, that it is not optional with them to visit 
the schools or not, but the law makes the duty imperative, and 
their oath of office absolutely forbids its neglect. ^ 

Inspectors are entitled to one dollar and fifty cents per day 
for time spent in visiting the schools. 
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(3644.) Sec. 75. When a new district is formed, in whole or 
in part, from one or more districts possessed of a school- 
house, or entitled to other property, the inspectors, at the time 
of forming such new district, or as soon thereafter as may be, 
shall ascertain and determine the amount justly due to such 
new district from any district out of which it may have been 
in whole or in part formed, as the proportion of such, new 
district of the value of the school-house and other property 
belonging to the former district, at the time of such division ; 
and whenever by the division of any district, the school- 
house or site thereof shall no longer be conveniently located 
for school purposes, and shall not be desired for use by the 
new district in which it may be situated, the school inspectors 
of the township in which such school-house and site shall be 
located, may advertise and sell the same, and apportion the 
proceeds of such sale, and also any moneys belonging to the 
district thus divided^ among the several districts erected in 
whole or in part from the divided district. 

(Section 75,) 1. When part of a district possessed of a 
school-house or other property, is set off to another district 
possessing a school-house, the part set off is not entitled to 
receive any share of the district property ; what it loses in the 
old district being counted as made up by what it gains in the 
new. 

This section has always been construed to apply to territory 
set to a district previously organized, as well as to an actually 
newly-formed district ; and, if the district has no school-house, 
the territory is entitled to such sum from the old district, as 
the inspectors may award. 

The term " entitled to other property,^' in the third line, 
must be held to include dues to the district. At the close of 
the school year, the primary school money, to be apportioned 
in May foUowiug, becomes a due to the district, and in any 
change made between the time of the annual meeting and the 
receipt of the money by the district it should be taken into 
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(3645.) Sec. 76. Such proportion shall be ascertained and 
detenniDed, according to the value of the taxable property of 
the respective parts of such former district at the time of the 
division, by the best evidence in the power of the inspectors; 
and sncli amount of any debt due from the former district, 
which would have been a charge upon the new had it 
remained in the former district, shall be deducted from such 
proportion : Provided^ That no real estate thus set off, and 
which shall not have been taxed for the purchase or building 
of snch school-house, shall be entitled to any portion thereof 
nor be taken into account in such division of district property. 

(3646.) Sec. 77. The amount of such proportion, when so 
ascertained and determined, shall be certified by the township 
clerk to the supervisor of the township, whose duty it shall be 
to assess the same upon the taxable prbperty of the district 
retaining the school-house or other property of the former dis- 
trict, in the same manner as if the same had been authorized 
by a Tote of such district ; and the money so assessed shall be 
placed to the credit of the taxable property taken from the 
former district, and shall be in reduction of any tax imposed 
in the new district on said taxable property for school dis- 
trict purposes : Provided^ That, if the district retaining the 
school-house shall vote to pay, and shall pay, before said taxes 
are assessed, any portion of said amount to the new district, 
said amount, as shall be certified by the director and assessor 

the account. Section 138 provides for the disposition of taxes 
assessed, but uncollected at the time of the division. 

Difficult questions often occur in the division of districts 
in relation to the property, debts, &c., for which the law makes 
no specific provision. In such cases the inspectors must be 
held to be authorized to settle the rights of the parties on prin- 
ciples of equity, according to their best judgment, — of course, 
not in conflict with any provision made by the law. 

{Section 77.) The proviso was enacted in 1873 ; and obvi- 
ates the necessity of raising taxes when the district has 
money on hand that can be applied to the purpose. 
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of the new district to the supervisor^ shall be deducted from 
the amount to be assessed as provided in this section. 

(3647.) Sec. 78. When collected, such amount shall be paid 
over to the assessor of the new district, to be applied to the 
use thereof, in the same manner, under the direction of its 
proper officers, as if such sum had been voted and raised by 
said district for buildiug a school-house, or other district pur- 
poses. 

(3648.) Seo. 79. On the first Saturday of October, in each 
year, the inspectors shall make triplicate reports, setting forth 
the whole number of districts in their townships, the amount 
of money raised and received for township and district libra- 

(Section 78.) The last clause of this section plainly indi- 
cates that the money may be applied to any district purpose ; 
in other words, the territory on account of which it is paid, is 
to get the benefit of it in the first taxes raised. 

{Sections 79,) The following is the provision in counties 

having a County Superintendent: 

" Sec. 11. The annual reports of the township inspectors 
provided by Section 79 [of the School Laws], of Chapter 78 
of the Compiled Laws, shall hereafter be made to the County 
Superintendent^ and he shall, immediately after receiving such 
reports, file copies of the same in the office of the county clerk, 
and transmit duplicates thereof, together with such other 
information as may be required of him, to the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. He shall examine into the correctness 
of the inspectors' reports, and may, when necessary, require 
the same to be amended, and shall indorse his approval on 
such as he shall find correct. In case of a vacancy in the 
office of County Superintendent, the reports of the school 
inspectors shall be received and transmitted as aforesaid by 
the county clerk." 

The town clerk is therefore required to forward the two 
copies to the County Superintendent, where there is such an 
officer in the county. 

The necessary blanks for the reports required by this 
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ries, and such other items as shall from year to year be required 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, together with 
the several particulars set forth in the reports of the school 
directors for the preceding year ; and the township clerk shall 
immediately forward two copies of the same to the county 
clerk, and deposit the other in his office. 



section are annually forwarded to the proper officers. Three of 
these blanks are sent to each township clerk — two for the 
duplicate copies to be delivered to the county clerks, or County 
Superintendents, and one to be filed in the office of the town- 
ship clerk for the use of the board and their successors. (See 
form No. 31.) 

The facts and statements for the inspectors' reports are to 
be derived mainly from the annual reports of the district direc- 
tors, required by section 54. Should these reports be delScient 
in any particulars, or incorrect, the inspectors are not author- 
ized to correct them, except in the case provided for in section 
80; and when two districts claim the same children in their 
censns, they should decide where they belong, and correct 
accordingly. They may, however, and should, where time will 
permit, notify the director of the deficiency or error, and get 
the same corrected. In their report to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, the inspectors should farnish such facts 
within their knowledge, as will explain, as far as may be, the 
deficiencies or errors therein. 

The law requires the director to furnish with his report, a 
list of the names of the school children of the district, made 
under oath. (Section 41.) If the census list with the affida- 
vit is not furnished, the inspectors should note the fact in 
their report. As this sworn list is the legal evidence of the 
number of children of school ages in the district, there is no 
proper basis for the apportionment of public money to any 
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(3649.) Sec. 80. It shall be the daty of coanty school super- 
intendents to furnish to the clerks of the several townships in 
the county^ a list of names of persons to whom they have 
given certificates to teach in their respective counties, with. 
ihe date and term of the same; and the inspectors, before 
making their annual report to the county superintendent, 
shall examine said list, or in townships having no county 
superintendent, they shall examine the record of teachers to 
whom certificates have been given by themselves, and if in any 
school district a school shall not have been taught for the time 
required by law during the preceding school year, by a quali- 
fied teacher, no part of the public money shall be distributed 
to such district, although the report from such district shall set 
forth that a school has been so taught ; and it shall be the 
duty of the board to certify the facts in relation to any such 
district in their reports to the county clerk or county super- 
intendent. 

(3650.) Sec. 81. Whenever it shall be necessary or conyen- 
ient to form a district from two or more adjoining townships, 

district not thus furnishing it A refusal to famish it sug- 
gests grave doubts of its correctness as to numbers ; and the 
law would justify the inspectors in rejecting the report alto- 
gether. 

The partial reports from directors of districts whose school- 
houses are not in the township, should never be copied into 
the inspectors' reports. 

{Section 80,) The list of third-grade certificates, of course, 
need be furnished only to the clerks of the several towns for 
which they are given. 

No teacher is to be regarded as a qualified teacher who did 
not hold a certificate at the time of commencing school ; nor 
can he be counted as a legally qualified teacher after his cer- 
tificate has expired. On such expiration, he must apply for 
rerexamination if he continues to teach. (For '^ school month/' 
see section 24.) 
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the inspecfcors, or a majority of them, of each of such adjoin- 
ing townships, may form snch district, and direct which town- 
ship clerk shall make and deliver the notice of the/ormation 
of the same to a taxable inhabitant thereof, and may^regulate 
and alter such district as circumstances may render necessary. 
The director of snch district shall make his annual report to 
the clerk of the township in which the school-house is situated. 
(3651.) Sec. 82. The director of every district formed as 
provided in the preceding section, shall also report to the clerk 
of each township in which the district is in part situated, the 
number of children between the ages of five and twenty years 
in that part of the district lying in such township, and books 
shall be drawn from the library of each township for the use 
of such district; but the district shall have access to but one 
snch library at the same time, and the said inspectors shall 
establish the order in which books shall be drawn from each 

{Section 81,) Whenever the inspectors of two or more town- 
ships meet to form or alter the boundaries of fractional dis- 
tricts, a majority of each board is necessary to a decision. A 
simple majority of the joint boards is not sufficient. Nor can 
the inspectors of one township alone either add to or take 
from, the territory of such district situated in their township. 
It is sometimes the case that the inspectors of one or more 
townships meet and decide upon a change, and send their 
decision to the inspectors of another township interested, for 
their concurrence. This is of very doubtful legality. 

{Section 82.) The provisions for the annual reports of the 
directors of fractional districts, demand especial attention. The 
durector should make only one full report [Section 54] > and 
that should embrace all the children in the district of proper 
school age. But he must also certify to the clerk of each of 
the other townships in which any part of the district is situated, 
the number of children residing in that part of the district 
It is strange that some inspectors from year to year incorporate 

9 
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township library: Provided, That no books shall be drawn 
£rom any township library by any disfcrict haying a district 
library; but such district shall be entitled to its jast propor- 
tion of books from the library of any township in which it is 
partly situated, to be added to the district library, and also to 
its equitable share of any library moneys raised or receiyed by 
any such township. 

(3652.) Sec. 83. Such school districts already formed from 
two or more townships, shall continue to be goyerned by the 
regulations already established -according to law, in relation to 
the annual reports, and the drawing of books from the township 
libraries, subject to such changes as may be made ia respect 
thereto by the said inspectors, in conformity with the preced- 
ing proyisions. 

(3653.) Seo. 84. The full amount of all taxes to be levied 
upon the taxable property of such district, shall be certified by 
the district board «to the supervisor of each township, and each 
of said supervisors shall certify to each other supervisor within 
whose township such district is in part situated, the amount 
of taxable property in that part of the district lying in his 
township : Provided, That where there exists a manifest dif- 
ference in the valuation of property assessed in fractional dis- 
tricts, composed of territory in adjoining counties, such valua- 

this statement into their report, thus causing the district to be 
returned in two townships. (For reports of taxes in fractional 
districts, see section 84.) 

{Section 84,) Much confusion and trouble has arisen from 
the assessment of district taxes in fractional districts. The 
reason of the law will be evident if it is remembered that no 
tax can be assessed upon any property in any township but by 
the supervisor of the township. Each supervisor must, there- 
fore, be notified by the district board of the entire amount of 
the district taxes. Then each supervisor needs to know the 
entire amount of taxable property in the district. This latter 
information is furnished by the several supervisors to each 
other. Each supervisor knowing thus the entire amount of 
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tion may be equalized for this specific purpose by the township 
board of the township interested, at a joint meeting held for 
that purpose, on application of either of the supervisors of said 
townships ; and such supervisors shall respectively ascertain 
the proportion of such tiuces, to be placed on their respective 
assessment rolls, according to the amount of taxable property 
in each part of such district. 

EXAHINATIOl!!^ OF TEACHERS. 

[Sections 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90 are not repealed, as stated 
in the Compiled Laws, except in regard to counties having 
County School Superintendents. In such counties, also, while 
a vacancy in the office of County Superintendent may exist, 
they are in full force.] 

Ssc. 85. It shall be the duty of the inspectors to examine 
an persons offering themselves as candidates for teachers of 
primary schools in their townships, in regard to moral char- 
acter, learning, and ability ta teach a school ; and they shall 
deliver to each person so examined and found qualified, a cer- 

tax to be raised, and being able to ascertain the proportion of 
the property of the district lying in his township, is prepared 
to assess upon such property its equitable proportion of the tax. 
We here see the vital importance of the map of the districts 
required by sections 102 and 103. 

By the proviso enacted in 1873, provision is made for equal- 
izing the valuation of property — and thus equalizing the taxes 
— ^in districts situated in two or more counties. 

{Section 85.) Xo certificate should be given to a teacher 
who does not pass a satisfactory examination in the common 
branches, reading, orthography, geography, grammar, and 
arithmetic. (See section 88.) Whenever the applicant proposes 
to teach in. the higher departments of a graded school, or in 
any advanced primary school, he should be required to pass an 
examination in all the branches he will be expected to teach. 

Inspectors may lawfully invite any gentleman they may 
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tificate signed by them, in such form as shall be prescribed by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, which certificate 
shall cerijfy the branches in which the persou holding it has 
passed a satisfactory examination, and shall be given at the 
discretion of the inspectors, for a term of not less than six: 
months, nor more than two years. No person shall be deemed 
a qualified teacher, within the meaning of this chapter, who 
has not such a certificate in force, or the legal certificate as a 
graduate of the State Normal School. 

choose, to assist them in their examinations; but they cannot 
deputize any one to give a certificate in their stead, or to con- 
duct examinations in their absence. Two of the inspectors 
may examine and license teachers, but one cannot act alone in 
this duty. 

Inspectors owe it to the schools to refuse a certificate to 
any teacher who is a drunkard, or gambler, or who uses pro- 
fane language, or indulges in any other gross immorality or 
indecent habit. No excellency of scholarship or experience, or 
skill in teaching, can compensate a school for the lack of moral 
purity and integrity in the teacher. The law has wisely made 
a good moral character a requisite for a qualified teacher, since 
it is on the virtue as well as on the intelligence of the people 
that/the safety of the Eepublic depends. In case the candi- 
date is a stranger to the inspectors, they may require him to 
show satisfactory testimonials of his good moral character. 

Only teachers of experience and approved success should 
be licensed for the longest period. Young teachers should be 
contented to pass a noviciate of six months to prove their 
ability to teach. 

Inspectors have no authority to grant a modified or partial 
certificate, certifying to competency in one or two branches, 
and not licensing to teach. The certificate must be in the form 
prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
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Sec. 86. For the purpose of making such examination, the 
board of schoool inspectors shall meet on the second Saturday 
of April, and the first Saturday of October, and the first Sat- 
urday of Noyember in each year, at the oflSce of the township 
clerk, or at such other place as they shall designate, of which 
meetings the township clerk shall give at least ten days' notice 
in writing, by posting up the same in three public places in 
the township. 

Sec. 87. The inspectors may make such examination at such 
other times as they may designate for that purpose, but shall 
make no charge against the township for examining teachers 
at any other times than those specified in the preceding 
section. 

Seo. 88. The examination of teachers shall be public, and 
no certificate shall be given by the inspectors, unless they are 
satisfied that the applicant possesses a good moral character, 
and a thorough and accurate knowledge of the several branches 
of fitndy usually taught in primary schools, and is competent 
in other respects to teach and govern a school. 

Sec. 89. When a district is situated in two or more town- 
ships, the teacher for such district shall be examined by the 
inspectors of the township to which the director is required to 
make his annual report. 

Sec. 90. Whenever the inspectors shall deem it necessary to 
re-examine any teacher of a primary school in their township, 
they shall give five days' notice to such teacher, of the time 
and place of such re-examination, and of their intention to 

must not be given except the candidate passes a satisfactory 
examination in all the branches above named. (See form 'No. 
16.) 

{Section 88.) See section five of the law for County Super- 
intendents, and also Appendix C. 

{Section 90.) No teacher's certificate can be annulled on a 
mere report of incompetency ; but the inspectors are bannd to 
examine him, and, if necessary, visit his school and assure 
themselves personally of his deficiency. 

Whenever the inspectors shall have annulled a teacher's 
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' annul his certificate if they find him deficient in the requisite 

' qualifications; and at the same time and place specified in 

the notice^ if such teacher shall not appear and submit to such 

^e-examination, or if he shall be found deficient as aforesaid, 

%he inspectors shall annul said certificate. 

(3654.) Sbo. 91. The whole number of meetings of the 
township board of inspectors, during any one year, at the 
expense of the township, shall not exceed four, and the town- 
ship clerk shall give at least ten days' public notice of any 
meeting of the board, by posting such notice in three public 
places in the township. 

Secs. 92 and 93. Bepealed. 

(3656.) Sec. 94. It shall be the duty of the board of inspect- 
ors to render to the township board, on the Tuesday next pre- 
ceding the annual township meeting, a full and true account 
of all moneys receiyed and disbursed by them as such inspect- 
ors, during the year, which account shall be settled by said 
township board, and such disbursements allowed, if the proper 
vouchers are presented. 

Sec. 95. Bepealed. 

CERTAIN DUTIES OP TOWNSHIP CLERK. 

(3656.) Sec. 96. The township clerk shall be the clerk of 
the board of school inspectors by virtue of his ofiSce, and shall 
attend all meetings of said board, and under their direction 
prepare all their reports and record the same, and shall record 
all their proceedings, including the names of teachers to whom 

certificate, they ought immediately to notify the district board 
that had employed him, as no public money can be paid him 
for services after such annulment, and none drawn on account 
of his teaching. The contract made with a qualified teacher 
becomes null and void by the annulling of his certificate. (See 
Notes on section 39. See form No. 18.) They may suspend 
(but not annul ) a Normal School Diploma in their township, 
if the county has no County Superintendent. 

(Section 91.) In case of fractional districts, the notice must 
be posted by the the clerks of the several townships. 
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certificates shall have been giyen, with the date of each cer- 
tificate, and the name of each teacher whose certificate shall 
have been annulled, with the date of such annnllment. 

(3657.) Sec. 97. On receiving notice from the county treas- 
urer of the amount of school moneys apportioned to his town- 
ship, he shall apportion the same amongst the several districts 
therein, entitled to the same, in proportion to the number of 
children in each between the ages of five and twenty years, as 
the same shall be shown by the annual report of the director 
of each district for the school year last closed. 

(3658.) Seo. 98. Said clerk shall also apportion to the school 
districts in his township, as required by law, on receiving notice 
of the amount from the township treasurer, all moneys raised 
by township tax, or received from other sources for the snp- 

{Section 97.) The districts entitled to public moneys are 
those which have had a school taught by a ^* qualified teacher" 
for three,, five, or nine months, as required by section 24, 
during the preceding school year. No money should be appor- 
tioned to othex*s. The income of the primary school fund is 
apportioned to the townships by the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, annually, in the month of May. It is made 
upon the report of the inspectors, in his oflSce. If the amount 
reported to the township clerk does not correspond with the 
number of children in the same report in his office, it is an 
indication that the reports are not alike ; and he should seek 
an explanation from the State Superintendent before appor- 
tioning the money to the districts. 

(Section 98.) It is the duty of the township treasurer to 
notify the clerk of the amount of all school moneys received 
or raised for the township. (Section 109 and 110.) Although 
the proceeds of the two-mill tax belong now to the districts in 
which it was raised, still the treasurer should notify the clerk 
of the amounts raised in the several districts. The law 
requires the clerk to apportion the two-mill tax as well now as 
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port of schools; and in all cases make oufc and deliver to the 
township treasurer a written statement of the number of 
children in each district drawing money^ and the amount 
apportioned to each district, and record the apportionment in 
his office ; and whenever an apportionment of primary school 
money or moneys, raised by tax or received from other sources, 
is made, he shall give notice of the amount to be received by 
each district, to the director thereof. 

when it was apportioned on the scholar. The propriety of 
this is seen in the fact that, if the law has been complied with 
by all parties, he has the evidence as to what districts may have 
forfeited their money — how much, if any, library money is to 
be deducted before the division, — how much surplus from 
delinquent districts is to be appropriated to the others, and, 
in towns having district libraries, how it is to be apportioned. 

Township clerks should be particular to observe all the 
requirements of section 98 : 

Firsts To apportion all moneys to the districts ; 

Second, To notify the township treasurer of the number of 
children in each district entitled to public money, and the 
amount which each district is to receive, from whatever funds 
that are to come through the treasurer's hands; 

Third, To make a record of every apportionment to the 
several districts ; specifying in each case the amount of each 
fund ; 

Fourth, To notify the several directors of the amount going 
to their districts. 

If this is done, directors will know just how much to draw 
their warrants for, upon the town treasurer; he will know 
whether the amount named in the warrant is correct ; and in 
any settlement with the assessor, it can readily be ascertained 
from the record of the town clerk, and from the paid war- 
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(3659.) Sec. 99. He shall receive and keep all reports to the 
inspectors from the directors of the several school districts in 
his township^ and all the books and papers belonging to the 
inspectors, and file snch papers in his office. 

(3660.) Sec. 100. He shall receive all such communications 
as may be transmitted to him by the Superintendent of Public 
Xnstruction,, and dispose of the same in the manner directed 
therein. 

(3661.) Sec. 101. He shall transmit to the county clerk all 
such reports as may be delivered to him for that purpose by 
the inspectors, within the time limited in this chapter. (See 
section 79, and notes to the same.) 

(3662.) Sec. 102. Every township clerk shall cause a map to 
be made of his township, showing by distinct lines thereon, 
the boundaries of each school district, and parts of school dis- 
tricts therein, and shall regularly number the same thereon, 
as established by the inspectors. 

rants in the hands of the town treasurer, how much the 
assessor should and did receive. By not being done, hundreds 
of districts never know whether they get all the money due 
them; disputes arise between town treasurers and district 
boards, and neither party can prove anything. 

Let it be remembered that the town treasurer is not the per- 
son to determine the amount of money he is to pay to the 
several districts ; and the town cUrJc is. 

The duties of the township clerk are of the highest impor- 
tance in connection with the schools; and he cannot study 
the school laws too carefully. 

For directions for apportioning school moneys in the case of 
fractional districts, see Notes on section 142 and 143. 

{Sections 102 and 103,) This is an important duty; and a 

neglect of it (too common, it is feared,) is almost certain to 

cause difficulty in assessing taxes, in taking the census, and in 

a general knowledge of boundaries. Town clerks are respect- 

10 
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(3663.) Sec. 103. One copy of snch map shall be filed by the 
said clerk in his office^ and one other copy he shall file with, 
the supervisor of the township; and within one month after 
any division or alteration of a district, or the organization of 
a new one in his township, the said clerk shall file a new map 
and copy thereof as aforesaid, showing the same. 

(3664.) Seo. 104. The clerk shall also certify to the super- 
visor the amount to be assessed upon the taxable property of 
any school district retaining the district school-house or other 
property, on the division of the district, as the same shall have 
been determined by the inspectors, and he shall also certify 
the same to the director of such district, and to the director 
of the district entitled thereto. 

(3665.) Seo. 105. Said clerk shall also be the township 
librarian, and as such shall have the custody of the township 
library ; and he shall do and execute all such other acts and 
things pertaining to his office, as may be required of him by 
the inspectors. 

(3666.) Sec. 106. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of 
the township to assess the taxes voted by every school district 
in his township, and also all other taxes provided for in this 
chapter, chargeable against such district or township, upon 
the taxable property of the district or township respectively, 
as equalized by the board of supervisors, and to place the 
same on the township assessment roll in the column for 
school taxes, and the same shall be collected and returned by 
the township treasurer, in the same manner and for the same 
compensation as township taxes. 

fully urged to promptness in this matter. In any case where 
there is doubt or dispute about a boundary, the inspectors 
should promptly decide the question, and have the map made 
accordingly. 

(Section 106.) Supervisors will bear in mind that they are 
to assess all school taxes, not upon their own valuation, but 
upon the valuation ^^as equalized by the board of supervisors." 

For directions for assessing taxes upon fractional districts, 
see section 84, and notes. 
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(3667.) Seo.107. The sapenrisor shall also assess upon the 
taxable property of his township, two mills upon each dollar 
of the yaluation thereof, in each year, and report the aggre- 
gate valuation of each district to the township clerk ; and so 
mucli of the said tax as the qualified electors of said township 
shall decide, hy a majority vote, at the annual township meet- 
ing, shall be applied to the purchase of books for the township 
library, according to the provisions of law, and the remainder 
shall be apportioned by the township clerk to the districts in 
which it was raised, for the support of schools therein ; and 
all moneys collected by virtue of this act during the year, on 
any property not included in any organized district, or in 

{Section 107.) Section 141 provides that if any school taxes 
fail to be assessed at the proper time through the fault of the 
supervisor, they shall be assessed the next year, and he is lia- 
ble for any damage to the district. But, in addition to this, 
he is liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars, in way of dam- 
age, for willfully neglecting to assess any tax required by law. 
(Compiled Laws, page 398, section 137.) 

All money raised by the two-mill tax in districts not having 
the length of school required, must be counted with that raised 
on property not in any organized district, and apportioned to 
to the districts in which the schools were maintained, as 
required by law. 

The vote must be taken annually, at the township meeting, 
to determine how much of the two-mill tax shall be appropri- 
ated for the support of libraries. This vote may be viva vocCy 
and may be for a gross amount, as 50 or 100 dollars, or may be 
for a per centum, as 15 per cent or 20 per cent of the entire 
proceeds of the tax. No township ought to fail to make this 
appropriation, since a library is as necessary as a school for the 
education of the young. 
The library money, when distributed to the districts, is to be 
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districts not having, during the previous school year, three 
months' school in districts having less than thirty children, or 
five months' school in districts having thirty and less than 
eight hundred children, or nine months' school in districts 
having eight hundred or more children, as shown by the last 
school census, shall be apportioned to the several other school 
districts of said township, in the same manner as the primary 
school moneys are now apportioned. All moneys accruing 
from the two-mill tax in any township, before any district 
shall have a legal school therein, shall belong to the districts 
in which it was raised, when they shall severally have had a 
three months' school by a qualified teacher. 

apportioned in proportion to the number of children of legal 
school ages in each. (See "District school libraries," sec- 
tion 3.) 

For mode of apportioning money to fractional districts, see 
section 142. 

Money raised from the two-mill tax is public money, and 
can only be used for the payment of the wages of "qualified 
teachers." But in case of a surplus, after supporting a school 
for eight months in the year, the district may use such surplus 
for other school purposes, or for library books. (Section 172.) 

Any two-mill taxes raised in any town before any school dis- 
trict is organized and has had a legal school therein, is to 
remain in the town treasury until a district shall be organized 
and have such school. Then such first district is entitled to 
all the two-mill tax previously raised in its territory. The 
remainder of the accumulated money then in the town treas- 
ury is still retained, to be paid over in like manner to other 
districts as they shall be organized and have a school. But all 
the two-mill tax raised in the township, after the first district 
is organized, and has the requisite time of school, will go to the 
district or districts entitled thereto, under the last clause of 
the first sentence in section 107. 
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(3668.) Sec. 108. The supervisor, on delivery of the warrant 
for the collection of taxes to the township treasurer, shall also 
deliyer to said treasurer, a written statement of the amount of 
school and library taxes, the amonnt raised for disixict purposes 
on the taxable property of each district in the township, the 
amonnt belonging to any new district on the division of the 
former district, and the names of all persons having judgments 
assessed under the provisions of this chapter upon the taxable 
property of any district, with the amount payable to each such 
person on account thereof. 

(3669.) Sec. 109. The township treasurer shall retain in his 
hands, out of the moneys collected by him, after deducting the 
amount of tax for township exx)enses, the full amount of the 
school taxes on the assessment roll, and hold the same, subject 
to the warrant of the proper district oflBcers, to the order of 
the school inspectors, or of the persons entitled thereto, and 
giye a written notice to the township clerk of the amount. 

(3670.) Sec. 110. Said treasurer shall, from time to time, apply 
to the county treasurer for all school and library moneys belong- 

----- — - 

{Section 109.) In Compiled Laws, chapter 21, section 59, it 
is also provided that out of the moneys raised by taxes there 
shsM first, be paid the tax for township purposes; second, the 
taxes for school and library purposes; and third, the highway 
taxes. Therefore, both sections provide that the school taxes 
— that is, the whole amount assessed, — must all be paid, or 
reserved for payment, before any moneys can be paid for high- 
way taxes. For directions in regard to moneys belonging to 
fractional districts, see sections 142 and 143. 

The treasurer should be particular to report the amount to 
the township clerk, so that he can determine and report to the 
district directors (section 98) how much is going to the several 
districts. 

(Section 110.) The income of the primary school fund is 
apportioned annually in May. The library moneys arising 
from fines, are required to be apportioned by the county treas- 
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of Bchool inspectors of the township: Provided, That no 
township in which the township library has been distributed 
into district libraries, shall be required to maintain thereafter 
a township library: And provided, also. That the school 
inspectors of any township may equitably divide the township 
library into district libraries whenever requested by a vote of a 
majority of the districts in the township. 

(3674.) Sec. 113. llie books in such library shall, once in three 
months, be distributed by the township librarian among the 
several school districts of the township, in proportion to the 
number of children in each between the ages aforesaid, as the 
same shall appear by the last report of the director thereof, 
and said books shall be drawn and returned by the several 
directors for their respective districts. 

(3675.) Sec. 116. The clear proceeds of all fines for any 
breach of the penal laws of this State, and for penalties, or 
npon any recognizances in criminal proceedings, and all equiva- 
lents for exemption from military duty, when collected in any 
county, and paid into the county treasury, together with all 
moneys heretofore collected and paid into said treasury on 
account of such fines or equivalents, and not already appor- 
tioned, shall be apportioned by the county treasurer, between 

{Section 116.) The provisions of this section may be sus- 
pended by the inspectors in their discretion. (Section 144.) 
When suspended, readers may draw books directly from the 
township library. 

{Section 116.) In the case of the School Board of Detroit 
vs. The Supervisors of Wayne County, the Supreme Court 
decided that the entire amount of fines, etc., collected, belongs 
to the library fund ; that no part thereof can be used to pay 
the costs of prosecution or collection. Under this decision 
any district board may sue for and recover the proportion of 
the fine moneys due the district, and illegally withheld in past 
years. The violations of this section of the law are numerous 
and fiagrant. Every year complaints reach this department 
of an illegal appropriation of the fines to the general fund of 
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the first and tenth days of April in each year, among the 
seyeral townships in the coanty, according to the number of 
children therein between the ages of five and twenty years, as 
shown by the last annual statement of the county clerk on 
file in his office, which money shall be applied to the pur- 
chase of books for the township or district libraries^ and for 
no other purpose. 

(3676.) Seo. 117. In each district in which a district library 
has been established, the director shall, as the librarian of the 
district, distribute the books therein to the children of his dis- 
trict of proper age, and shall collect from the parents or guard- 
ians of such children, all such damages as they may respec- 
tiyely become liable to pay on account of any injury done to, 
or loss of, or neglect to return any of such books, or any books 
belonging to the township library, pursuant to such rules and 
regulations as shall be prescribed by the board of school 
inspecfx)rs. 

(3677.) Sec. 118. If such damages shall have occurred by- 
reason of any injury to, or loss of, or neglect to return any 



the counties, and to other purposes. Let it be remembered, 
the county treasurers are still answerable to the districts for 
these funds, notwithstanding any yotes of the supervisors 
directing any other use of the same, and hereafter some ener- 
getic school board like that in Detroit, may arise and demand 
that all these moneys be refunded. The supervisors have no 
more control over the fine moneys than over the primary 
school moneys apportioned to the county. While the law 
stands it should be obeyed. It is unwise and un-American 
to use an educational fund to pay less important expenses. 

In case a township has adopted the district library system, 
the money received from fines, etc., is to be appoi*tioned by the 
township clerk (Section 3, Law for District Libraries) to the 
districts and parts of districts, severally. 

{Sections 117 and 118.) Whatever of these sections that 
relate to district libraries is rendered obsolete and void by the 
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books belonging to the township library, they shall be collected 
in the name of the township, and paid into the township treas- 
ury for the benefit of such township library; and if the same 
shall hare accrued by reason of any injury to, or loss of, or 
neglect to return any books belonging to the district library, 
the same shall be collected in the name of the district, for the 
benefit of the district library. 

DISTRIBFTIOK OF THE INCOME OF THE SCHOOL FUND. 

(3678.) Sec. 119. The interest of the primary school fund 
shall be distributed on the first Monday of May, or as soon 
thereafter as is practicable in each year, for the support of 
primary schools in the several townships in this State, from 
which reports have been received by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, for the school year last closed, in proportion to the 
number of children in such townships between the ages of 
five and twenty years ; and the same shall be payable on the 
warrant of the Auditor General, to the treasurers of the sev- 
eral counties. 

(3679.) Sec. 120. The several county treasurers shall apply 
for and receive such moneys as shall have been apportioned to 
their respective counties, when the same shall become due ; 
and each of said treasurers shall immediately give notice to 

later law of 1859. (Found in the latter part of this compila- 
tion.) That which relates to township libraries is still in 
force. 

{Sections 119 and 120.) No township can share in this dis- 
tribation unless the school inspectors have made the requisite 
annual report; and no district that has not had a school 
taught therein by a qualified teacher for the time required by 
section 24, during the school year last closed. The apportion- 
ment usually cannot be made till the latter part of May, on 
account of delays of more or less of the county treasurers in 
forwarding to the treasury as promptly as they should, the 
amount of interest by them collected. 

11 
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jadgment shall be reDdered^ is situated in part in two or more 
townships, a certificate thereof shall be delivered as aforesaid, 
to the supervisor of each township in which such district is 
in part situated. 

(3687.) Sec. 128. The supervisor or supervisors receiving 
either of the certificates of a judgment as aforesaid, shall pro- 
ceed to assess the amount thereof, with interest from the 
date of the judgment to the time when the warrant for the 
collection thereof will expire, upon the taxable property of 
the district, placing the same on the next township assessment 
roll, in the column for school taxes, and the same proceedings 
shall be had, and the same shall be collected and returned in 
the same manner as other district taxes. 

PENALTIES A]SrD LIABILITIES. 

(3688.) Sec. 129. Every taxable inhabitant receiving the 
notice mentioned in the first and second sections of this chap- 
ter, who shall neglect or refuse duly to receive and return such 
notice, and every chairman of the first district meeting in any 
district, who shall willfully neglect or refuse to perform the 
duties enjoined on him in this chapter, shall respectively for- 
feit the sum of five dollars. 

(3689.) Sec. 130. Every person duly elected to the oflace of 



{Section 128.) If, when a judgment is obtained against a 
district, the district has the means, and is disposed to pay it 
before the tax is assessed, it seems but reasonable that it should 
have the right to do so ; and upon satisfactory evidence of 
payment, the supervisor may be excused from placing it on 
the tax roll. Most certainly, this may be done by a vote of 
two-thirds of the district, under section 23. 

{Sections 129 to 136.) The collector or other oflScer who 
executes process, has peculiar protection. He is protected, 
althongh the court or officer issuing such process have not, in 
fact^ jurisdiction of the case, if, on the face of the process, it 
appears that such court or officer had jurisdiction of the sub- 
JetAmtUter, and nothing appears in such process to apprise 
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moderator, director or assessor of a school district, who shall 
neglect or refnse, without sufficient cause^ to accept sach 
office and serve therein, or who, haviog entered upon the 
duties of his office, shall neglect or refuse to perform any duty 
required of him by virtue of his office, shall forfeit the sam of 
ten dollars. 

(3690.) Sec. 131. Every person duly elected or appointed a 
school inspector, who shall refuse or neglect, without sufficient 
cause, to qualify and serve as such, or who, having entered 
upon the duties of his office, shall neglect or refuse to perform 
any duty required of him by virtue of his office, shall forfeit 
the sum of ten dollars. 

(3691.) Sec. 132. If any board of school inspectors shall 
neglect or refuse to make and deliver to the township clerk 
their annual report to the county clerk, as required in this 
chapter, within the time limited therefor, they shall be liable 
to pay the full amount of money lost by their failure, with 
interest thereon, to be recovered by the township treasurer in 
the name of the township, in an action of debt, or on the 
case. (See section 79.) 

(3692.) Sec. 133. If any township clerk shall neglect or 
refuse to transmit the report mentioned in the preceding sec- 
tion, to the county clerk, as required in this chapter, he shall 

the officer but that there was jurisdiction of the person of the 
party affected by the process. — 5 WendelFs Reports, 170. 

In a decision of the Supreme Court of New York {5 Wen-- 
delly p. 2SJi)y the Court said : 

"It will be observed that these cases do not go upon the 
ground that the claim by an individual to be a public officer, 
and by acting as such, is merely prima facie evidence that he 
is an officer de jure (of right), but the principle they establish 
is this: that an individual coming into office by color of an 
election or appointment, is an officer de facto (in fact), and 
his acts in relation to the public, or third persons, are valid 
until he is removed, although it be conceded that his election 
or appointment was illegal." 
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be liable to pay the fall amount lost by such neglect or refasal, 
with interest thereon, to be recovered in the manner specified 
in the preceding section. 

(3693.) Sec. 134. Every county clerk who shall neglect or 
refuse to transmit the report required in this chapter, to be 
made by him to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
within the time therefor limited, shall be liable to pay to each 
township the full amount which such township or any school 
district therein shall lose by such neglect or refusal, with 
interest thereon, to be recovered in the manner specified in the 
last two preceding sections. 

^3694.) Sec. 135. All the moneys collected or received by 
any township treasurer, under the provisions of either of the 
three last preceding sections, shall be apportioned and dis- 
tributed to the school districts entitled thereto, in the same 
manner and in the same proportion that the moneys lost by 
any neglect or refusal therein mentioned would, according to 
the provisions of this chapter, have been apportioned and dis- 
tributed. 

(3695.) Sec. 136. The township board of each township, and 
in the case of fractional school districts, the township board 
of the township in which the district school-house thereof is 
situated, shall have power and is hereby required to remove 
from oflSce, upon satisfactory proof, after at least five days' 
notice to the party implicated, any district officer or school 
inspector who shall have illegally used or disposed of any of 
the public moneys intrusted to his charge, or who shall per- 

" In the case of trustees and collectors of school districts, 
general reputation of their being such officers, and proof of 
their acting as such, is prima facie sufficient, without produc- 
ing evidence of their election, especially where there is evi- 
dence of their acting under color of an election." — 7 Wendell 
Hep., p. Sil. 

Officers required by law to exercise their judgments, are not 
answ^^ble for mistakes of law, or mere en*ors of judgment, 
vnSfiXki any fraud or malice. — Jenkins vs. Waldron^ 11th 
^« Reports^ IH. 
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sistently and without suflBcient cause, refuse or neglect to dis- 
charge any one of the duties of his office. And in case of 
such removal, it shall be the duty of the township clerk of 
such township to enter in the records of such township the 
resolution or order of such board for such removal; and such 
record of such resolution or order so entered, or a certified 
copy thereof, shalL be prima facie evidence in all courts and 
places of the jurisdiction of such board and of the regularity 
of the proceedings for such removal, and (unless the party so 
removed, shall, within thirty days after such removal, insti- 
tute proceedings before a court of competent jurisdiction for 
the removal of such order for removal, or if after such thirty 
days such proceedings to obtain such removal shall be discon- 
tinued or dismissed) shall be conclusive evidence of jurisdic- 
tion and regularity, if it shall appear that the party so 
removed, had five days' notice of the time and place fixed by 
said board for the hearing of the case as aforesaid. 

(3696.) Sec. 137. Any person paying taxes in a district in 
which he does not reside, may send scholars to any district 

A public officer who is required by law to act in certain 
cases, according to his judgment or opinion, and subject to 
penalties for his neglect, is not liable to a party for an omis- 
sion arising from a mistake or want of skill, if acting in good 
faith. — Seaman vs. Patten, 2d Caine^s Reports, S12. 

But an officer entrusted by the common law or by statute is 
liable to an action for negligence in the performance of his 
trust, or foT fraud or neglect in the execution of his office. — 
Jenner vs. Joliffe, 9 John. Rep., S81. 

For the mode of collecting the penalties, see Compiled 
Laws, pages 1908, 1909. 

The performance of any act prohibited by statute, or any 
willful neglect of duty, and for which no penalty is provided 
by enactment, is a misdemeanor. [Compiled Laws, page 2111, 
aections 25 and 26.] 

{Section 137. Under this section a non-resident who pays 



i 
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school therein, if no school is being kept in his own district, 
on paying a tuition etjual per scholar to the last previous 
apportionment of primary school money; but he shall not 
have the right of voting in school meetings, nor shall his 
children be included in the census of said district. 

(3697.) Sec. 138. Whenever any portion of a school district 
shall be set off and annexed to any other district, or organized 
into a new one, after a tax for district purposes other than 
*the payment of any debts of the district shall have been 
levied upon the taxable property thereof, but not collected, 
such tax shall be collected in the same manner as if no part of 
such district had been set off, and the said former district, and 
the district to which the portion so set off may be annexed, 
or the new district organized from such portion, shall each bo 
entitled to such proportion of said tax as the amount of taxa- 
ble property in each part thereof bears to the whole amount 
of taxable property on which such tax is levied. 

(3698.) Sec. 139. For the purpose of apportioning the 
income of the primary school fund among the several town- 
taxes in the district, may send his children to school at any 
time while no school is in progress in his own district, by pay- 
ing for each pupil, on entering the school, the same sum as 
was paid upon each scholar at the last previous apportionment 
of primary school money. This amount once paid, is suflB- 
cient for the entire school year. 

(Section 1S9,) The district is regarded as being entirely in 
said township, and can have no number, and is not officially 
recognized in any other township. It should not appear at all 
in the reports of any other township. 

Section 189 is the last of the original primary school law. All that follow are 
raactments made at varions times since, and in the compiled laws the sections are 
nnmbered as in the several acts. But for greater convenience in reference, they are 
here numbered continnoasly. Any section can readUy be found in the compiled laws 
by reference to the compiler's section in parentheses. 

An act for the purchase of dictionaries, passed in 1S57, page 1216 compiled laws, is 
virtually repealed by its own terms. 
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sbips, a district situated in part in two or more townships 
shall be considered as belonging to the township to which the 
annual report of the director is required to be made ; and the 
district shall be numbered by the inspectors of said township. 

Sec. 140. Eepealed. [Sections 3699 and 3700, as published 
in the compiled laws, are repealed.] 

(3701.) Sec. 141. If any taxes provided for by law for school 
purposes shall fail to be assessed at the proper time, the same 
shall be assessed in the succeeding year; and any supervisor 
willfully neglecting to assess any such tax shall be liable to 
any district for any damage occasioned thereby, to be recov- 
ered by the assessor, in the name of the district, in an action 
of debt, or on the case. 

(3702.) Sec. 142. The supervisor of each township, on the 
delivery of the warrant for the collection of taxes to the 
township treasurer, shall also deliver to said treasurer a writ- 
ten statement certified by him, of the amount of the taxes levied 
under section one hundred and seven of said chapter, upon 
any property lying within the bounds of a fractional school dis- 
trict, a part of which is situate within his township, and the 
returns of which are made to the clerk of some other town- 
ship ; and the said township treasurer shall pay to the town- 
ship treasurer of such other township, the amount of the 
taxes so levied and certified to him for the use of such frac- 
tional school district. 

(3703.) Sec. 143. Each treasurer of a township, to the clerk 
of which the returns of any fractional school district shall be 

{Section HI.) When a tax fails to be assessed, the district 
board should bear in mind and re-report it to the supervisor 
the next year, without waiting for any action of the district. 

The language of this section is not quite clear, but we 
know the design, in its enactment, was to provide that the 
supervisor by willful failure to assess any school tax should be 
liable to the district for any damage it might sufier by the 
[jgar's delay. 

1^2 and US.) These sections, together with sec- 
le rule for the apportionment of school mon- 
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made^ shall apply to the treasurer of any other township in 
which any part of such fractional school district may he sit- 
uate, for any money to which such district may he entitled ; 
and when so received it shall be certified to the township clerk, 
and apportioned in the same manner as other taxes for school 
purposes. 

(3704.) Sec. 144. The board of school inspectors shall have 
power to suspend the operation of section one hundred and 
fifteen of said chapter, whenever they shall be of opinion that 
the convenience or the interest of the people of their town- 
ship will be promoted thereby, and to restore the same, as in 
their judgment they shall thipk best. 

(3705.) Sec. 145. Every person of the age of twenty-one 
years, who has property liable to assessment for school taxes 

eys to fractional districts. In making the apportionment of 
school moneys, a fractional district is to be treated as if belong- 
ing wholly to the township in which its school-house is situ- 
ated, and to which the annual report of the director is to be 
made. But as no supervisor can assess, or township treasurer 
collect taxes upon property lying outside of their own town- 
ship, the taxes upon each fraction of the district must be 
assessed and collected by the officers of the township in which 
such fraction is situated. The taxes once collected, they are 
all to be paid over to the treasurer of the township in which 
the school-house is situated. All the public moneys belonging 
to the fractional district having thus come into the hands of 
the treasurer of the township to which such district is 
counted as belonging, the clerk of such township apportions 
the money to the district as if the entire district had been 
moved bodily into the township. All the money due from 
the primary school fund to such district, comes directly to the 
treasurer of the township in which the school-house stands. 

(Section H5,) Any person twenty-one years of age, three 
months a resident, and having property in his or her own right 

12 
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in any school district, and has been a resident therein three 
months preceding any district meeting, shall be a qualified 
voter in said meeting; and all persons who are entitled by the 
laws of this State to vote at township and county elections, 
and residing in said district, shall be entitled to vote upon all 
questions arising in said district, when the raising of money 
by tax is not in question, and all such persons shall be eligi- 
ble to oflSce in such school district. 

(3706.) Sec. 146. In all cases where the board of school 
inspectors of any township shall form a school district therein, 
and where no election for school district officers shall be held, 
and where any school district shall neglect or refuse to elect, 
at the proper time, the necessary school district officers, it 



liable to a school tax, of whatever nation, color, or sex, is a 
qualified voter, and eligible to any district office. The other 
class, — voters at township elections, but having no property 
liable to a school tax, — have the same rights, except that they 
cannot vote upon questions of taxation. They cannot vote 
upon the raising of a tax, or upon any motion, the passage of 
which directly involves a tax to carry it out, though the tax 
itself may not be included in the motion. A person owning 
property liable to taxation does not lose his rights because it is 
not on the tax roll, unless it was omitted from its insignifi- 
cance. For instance, a single man, whose continuance in the 
township is uncertain, may have a watch worth six or eight 
dollars, and the supervisor, in the exercise of his judgment, 
does not assess it ; he would not be a voter of the first class. 
But if he owned a span of horses that failed to be assessed, he 
would be a voter on all questions. His rights are not for- 
feited because of another man^s neglect. 

{Section H6.) This section applies to newly organized dis- 
tricts in which no officers have been elected, and to districts in 
which all the offices have become vacant, and to the cases in 
which the district persistently neglects for a long time or 
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shall be the duty of the township board of school inspectors 
of the township in which sach district is sitaated, to appoint 
the officers of such district from among the male persons 
residing in such district, of the age of twenty-one years, who 
are tax-payers therein; which officers thus appointed shall 
severally file with the director a written acceptance of the 
offices to which they shall have been appointed, which shall 
he recorded by the director. 

(3707.) Sec. 147. Every such school district shall be deemed 
duly organized, when any two of the officers thus appointed 
shall have filed their acceptance as aforesaid ; and such school 
distarict and its officers shall be entitled to all the rights, priv- 
ileges and immunities, and be subject to all the duties and 
liabilities conferred upon school districts by law. 

GRADED AND HIGH SCHOOLS. 

(3742.) Sec 148. Any school district containing more than 
one hundred children between the ages of five and twenty 
years^ may elect a district board consisting of six trustees: 
Provided, The district shall so determine at an annual meet- 
ing, by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters attending such 
meeting: Provided, also, That the intention to take such vote 

refuses to elect. If a vaoancy occurs in any old district, it is 
the duty and right of the remaining two members to fill it 
without delay, or call a special meeting for that purpose. If 
two vacancies occur at once, then the single remaining officer 
cannot fill the vacancies, but must, on request of voters, call 
the special meeting to elect. But if the district in this or any 
other case, refuse or neglect, for an unreasonably long time, to 
fill vacancies, the inspectors may interfere and appoint the 
officers. 

{Section 148.) Care should be taken to insert the notice of 
intention to take the vote to organize as a graded school dis- 
trict and to elect a board of trustees, in the regular notices of 
the annual meeting, as without such notice the meeting will 
have no power to organize under this section. It is not suffi 
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shall be expressed in the notice of such annual meeting. 
When such a change in the district board shall have been 
voted, the voters at such annual meeting shall proceed imme- 
diately to elect from the qualified voters of the district, two 
trustees for the term of one year, two for a term of two years, 
and two for a term of three years; and annually thereafter, 
two trustees shall be elected, whose terms of office shall be 
three years, and until their successors shall have been elected 
and filed their acceptances. 

(3743.) Sec. 149. Within ten days after their election, such 
trustees shall file with the director a written acceptance of the 
office to which they have been elected, and shall annually elect 
from their own number a moderator, a director, and assessor, 
and for cause may remove the same, and may appoint others 
of their own number in their places, who shall perform the 
duties prescribed by law for such officers in the primary school 
districts in this State, except as hereinafter provided. The 
trustees shall have power to fill any vacancy that may occur 
in their number till the next annual meeting. Whenever, in 
any case, the trustees shall fail, through disagreement or 
neglect, to elect the officers named in this section, within 
twenty days next after the annual meeting, the school inspect- 
ors of the township or city to which such district makes its 
annual report, shall appoint the said officers from the number 
of said trustees. 

(3744.) Sec. 150. Said trustees shall have power to classify 
^and grade the scholars in such district, and cause them to be 
taught in such schools or departments as they may deem expe- 
dient ; to establish in said district a high school, when ordered 
by a vote of the district at any annual meeting, and to deter- 
mine the qualifications for admission to such school, and the 

cient to insert such notice of intention in the notice of an 
adjourned annual meeting. If it was not in the original notice 
for the annual meeting, nothing can be done till another 
annual meeting. 

iSection ISO.) The classification of the pupils into grades 
need not be done by the trustees in person, but may be done by 

under their authority. They should determine 
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prices to be paid for taition in any branches taught therein ; 
to employ all teachers necessary for the several schools of said 
district ; to prescribe courses of studies and text-books for the 
nse of said schools, and to make such rules and regulations as 
they may think needful for the government of the schools, and 
for the preservation of the property of the district ; and also to | 
determine the rates for tuition to be paid by non-resident pupils / 
attending any school in said district. 

(3745.) Sec. 151. The said trustees shall present, at each 
annual meeting, a statement in writing of all receipts and 
expenditures on behalf of the district, for the preceding year, 

the qualifications and attainments necessary for admission to 
each grade, and prescribe the studies and text-books to be 
pursued by each. 

The right to make regulations includes the power to deter- 
mine length of terms and vacations, the time of opening and 
closing the daily sessions, and to make and enforce needful 
rules to secure punctual and regular attendance, as well as all 
other matters necessary to the prosperity of the school. 

Sections 57 and 58 now give all district boards all the powers 
granted in this section, except that of establishing a high school. 

Besident pupils can be charged tuition in a high school, ^^in 
any branches taught therein.'' But this will not bear the con- 
struction, that the trustees may organize a department and call 
it the "high school," to teach the common branches and charge 
tuition therefor. It is held that the primary school fund was ^ 
designed only for primary schools, for the teaching of ordinary 
English studies ; and that when a district incurs extra expense 
for teaching the higher branches and the languages, those 
receiving the instruction may he required to pay tuition ; but 
all primary instruction shall be free. 

{Section 151.) This covers essentially the same ground as 
sections 63, 64, 24, and 23 of the general law ; and these sec- 
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and of all funds then on hand, and an estimate of the amounts 
necessary to be raised by the district, for purposes other than 
those for which the district board are to make the estimates, 
under section twenty-four of the primary school law (which 
estimate shall be made in the same manner by said trustees); 
and the district may, at any regular meeting, vote such taxes 
upon the taxable property of the district, as may be required, 
and as school districts are allowed by law to raise. 

(3746.) Sec. 152. Whenever two or more contiguous districts, 
having together more than two hundred children between the 
ages of five and twenty years, shall severally, by a vote of two- 
thirds of the qualified voters attending the annual meetings in 
said districts, determine to unite for the purpose of establish- 
ing graded or high schools, under the provisions of this act, the 
school inspectors of the township or townships in which such 
districts may be situated, shall, on being properly notified of 
such vote, proceed to unite such districts, and shall appoint, 
as soon as practicable, a time and place for a meeting of the 
new district, and shall require notices of the same to be posted 
in each of the districts so united, at least five days before the 
time of such meeting; and at such meeting the district shall 
elect a board of trustees, as provided in section one of this 
act [Sec. 148 above], and may do whatever business may be 
done at any annual meeting. 



tions would give the district all the powers of 151, if it was 
stricken out. There is now very little difierence between the 
powers of districts organized under the graded and high-school 
law and other districts, except that the former may establish a 
high school and charge tuition, and have six trustees. 

{Section 162.) Graded school districts are not restricted to 
nine sections of land. The districts united under this section 
might each have embraced nine sections. The power of the 
union district to establish several schools enables it to provide 
for a larger territory than could find convenient access to a 
single school. An entire township might be embraced in a 
single district without disadvantage. As in section 148, this 
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SCHOOL-HOUSE SITES — ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS. 

(3713.) Sec. 153. The qualified voters in any school district, 
having more than three hundred children between the ages of 
five and twenty years residing in such district, shall have power, 
when lawfully assembled, to designate, by a vote of two-thirds 
of those present, any number of sites for school-houses, includ- 
ing a site for a union school house, aud to change the same by 
a similar vote at any regular meeting : Provided, That in case 
two-thirds cannot agree upon a site for said school-house, that 
a majority of the voters of said district shall have power to 
instruct the district board to locate said site. 

(3714.) Sec. 154. (1.) Whenever a site for a school-house 
shall be designated, determined or established, in any manner 
provided by law, in any school district, and such district shall 
be unable to agree with the owner or owners of such site upon 
the compensation to be paid therefor, or in case such district 
shall, by reason of any imperfection in the title to said site, 
arising either from break in the chain of title, tax sale, mortga- 
ges, levies, or any other cause, be unable to procure a perfect, 
unincumbered title, in fee simple, to said site, the district board 
of such district shall authorize one or more of its members to 
apply to the circuit judge, if there be one in the county, or to 
a circuit court commissioner of the county, or to any justice 
of the peace of the city or township in which such school dis- 
trict shall be situated, for a jury, to ascertain and determine 
the just compensation to be made for the real estate required 
by such school district for such site, and the necessity for using 
the same, which application shall be in writing, and shall 

vote can be taken only at an annual meeting, but no previous 
notice is required. 

(Section 153.) The term "union school-house,'^ in this 
section, was probably used somewhat loosely to designate the 
central school building sometimes established under the graded 
school system. The phrase "including a site for a union 
school-house'' adds no pow^r which the section would not 
have if it was omitted. 
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describe the real estate required by such district, as accurately 
as is required in a conveyance of real estate. 

(3732.) (2.) Whenever any school district shall have desig- 
nated, selected or established, in any manner provided by law, 
a school-house site, such selection, designation or establish- 
ment, shall he prima facie evidence to said jury of the neces- 
sity to use the site so established. 

(3733.) (3.) In case the said school-house site is encumbered 
by mortgage, levy, tax sale or otherwise, as aforesaid, the mort- 
gagee, or other parties claiming to be interested in said title, 
shall severally be made a party to the procedure as aforesaid, 
and shall be authorized, upon the filing of the certificate of the 
jury in the circuit court of said county, to appear before the 
circuit judge and make proof relative to their proportionate 
claims to said site, or the compensation to be made therefor, as 
determined by said jury. And the said circuit judge shall, by 
decree, settle their several claims in accordance with the rights 
of the parties respectively, and may divide the sum awarded 
by said jury between the claimants, as in his judgment will be 
equitable and right, rendering against said district a separate 
judgment for each of the amounts so awarded. 

(3715.) Sec. 155. It shall be the duty of such circuit judge, 
circuit court commissioner, or justice of the peace, upon such 
application being made to him, to issue a summons or venire, 
directed to the sheriff or any constable of the county, com- 
manding him to summon eighteen freeholders residing in 
the vicinity of such site, who are in no wise of kin to the 
owner of such real estate, and not interested therein, to appear 
before such judge, commissioner, or justice, at the time and 
place therein named, not less than twenty, nor more thirty 
days from the time of issuing such summons or venire, as a 
jury to ascertain and determine the just compensation to be 
made for the real estate required by such scliool district for 
such site, and the necessity for using the same, and to notify 
the owner or occupant of such real estate, if he can be found 
in the county, of the time when and the place where such 
jury is summoned to appear, and the object for which such 

{Section 164.) Sub-sections 2 and 3 were by an amendment 
made in 1867. 
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jnry is snmmoned ; whicb notice shall be served at least ten 
days before the time specified in such summons or venire for 
the jury to appear, as hereinbefore mentioned. 

(3716,) Sec. 156. Thirty days' previous notice of the time 
when, and the place where such jury will assemble, shall be 
given by the district board of such district, where the owner 
or owners of such real estate shall be unknown, non-residents 
of the county, minors, insane, non compos mentis, or inmates 
of any prison, by publishing the same in a newspaper pub- 
lished in the county where such real estate is situated; or, if 
there be no newspaper published in said county, then in some 
newspaper published in the nearest county where a newspaper 
is published, once in each week, for four successive weeks, 
which notice shall be signed by the district board, or by the 
director or assessor of such district, and shall describe the real 
estate required for such site, and state the time when, and the 
place where such jury will assemble, and the object for which 
they will assemble, or such notice may be served on such owner 
personally, or by leaving a copy thereof at his last place of res- 
idence. 

(3717.) Sec. 157. It shall be the duty of such judge, com- 
missioner or justice, and of the persons summoned as jurors, 
as hereinbefore provided, and of the sheriff or constable sum- 
moning them, to attend at the time and place specilBed in 
such summons or venire ; and the officer who summoned the 
jury shall return such summons or venire to the officer who 
issued the same, with the names of the persons summoned by 
him as jurors, and shall certify the manner of notifying the 
owner (or owners) of such real estate, if he was found, and if 
he could not be found in said county, he shall certify that 
fact ; either party may challenge any of the said jurors for the 
same causes as in civil actions. If more than twelve of said 
jurors in attendance shall be found qualified to serve as jurors, 
the officer in attendance, and who issued the summons or 
venire for such jury, shall strike from the list of jurors a 
number sufficient to reduce the number of jurors in attend- 
ance to twelve ; and in case less than twelve of the number 
so summoned as jurors shall attend, the sheriff or constable 
shall summon a sufficient number of freeholders to make up 
the number of twelve, and the officer issuing the summons or 
venire for such jury, may issue an attachment for any person 

13 
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gnmiiioned as a jnror who shall fail to attend, and may enforce 
obedience to snch summons, venire or attachment, as courts 
of record, or justices' courfcs are authorized to do in civil 
cases. 

(3718.) Sec. 168. The twelve persons selected as the jury- 
shall be duly sworn by the judge, commissioner, or justice in 
attendance, faithfully and impartially to inquire, ascertain and 
determine the just compensation to be made for the real estate 
required by such school district for such site, and the necessity 
for using the same in the manner proposed by such school dis- 
trict, and the persons thus sworn shall constitute the jury in 
such case. Subpoenas for witnesses may be issued, and their 
attendance compelled by such circuit judge, commissioner or 
justice, in the same manner as may be done by the circuit 
court or by a justice's court in civil cases. The jury may visit 
and examine the premises, and from such examination and 
such other evidence as may be presented before them, shall 
ascertain and determine the necessity for using snch real estate 
in the manner and for the purpose proposed by such school 
district, and the just compensation to be made therefor; and 
if such jury shall find that it is necessary that such real estate 
shall be used in the manner, or for the purpose proposed by 
such school district, they shall sign a certificate in writings 
stating that it is necessary that said real estate (describing it) 
should be used as a site for a school-house for such district ; 
also, stating the sum to be paid by such school district as 
the just compensation for the same. The said circuit judge^ 
circuit court commissioner, or justice of the peace, shall 
sign and attach to, and endorse upon the certificate thus sub- 
scribed by the said jurors, a certificate stating the time when, 
and the place where the said jury assembled; that they were 
by him duly sworn as herein required, and that they subscribed 
the said certificate; he shall also state in such certificate who 
appeared for the respective parties on such hearing and inquiry, 
and shall deliver such certificate to the director, or to any 
member of the district board of such school district. 

(3719.) Sec. 159. Upon filing such certificate in the circuit 
court of the county where such real estate is situated, such 
court shall, if it finds all the proceedings regular, render judg^ 
meat for the sum specified in the certificate signed by snch 
binst such school district, which judgment shall be 
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collected and paid ia the manna]: as other jadgments against 
school districtiB are collected and paid. 

(3720.) Sec. 160. In case the owner of such real estate shall 
be unknown^ insane, non compos mentis or an infant, or can- 
not be fonnd within snch connty, it shall be lawfnl for the 
said scbool district to deposit the amount of such judgment 
with the county treasurer of such county, for the use of the 
person or persons entitled thereto ; and it shall be the duty of 
snch county treasurer to receive such money, and at the time 
of receiving it, to give a receipt or certificate to the person 
depositing the same with him, stating the time when snch 
deposit was made, and for what purpose; and such county 
treasurer and his sureties shall be liable on his bond, for any 
money which shall come into his hands under the provisions 
of this act, in case he shall refuse to pay or account for the 
same as herein required : Provided^ That no such money shall 
be drawn from such county treasurer^ except upon an order 
of the circuit court, circuit court commissioner, or judge of 
probate, as hereinafter provided. 

(3721.) Sec. 161. Upon satisfactory evidence being presented 
to the circuit court of the county where such real estate lies, 
that such judgment, or the sum ascertained and determined 
by the jury as the just compensation to be paid by such dis- 
trict for such site, has been paid, or that the amount thereof 
has been deposited according to the provisions of the preced- 
ing sections, snch court shall, by an order or decree, adjudge 
and determine that the title in fee of such real estate shall, from 
the time of making such payment or deposit, forever there- 
after be Tested in such school district and its successors and 
assigns, and shall, in and by such order or decree, award to 
such school district a writ of possession for the recovery of 
the possession of such real estate. A copy of which order or 
decree, certified by the clerk of said county, shall be recorded 
in the office of the register of deeds of such county, and the 
title of snch real estate shall thenceforth, from the time of 
making such payment or deposit, be vested forever thereafter 
in such school district and its successors and assigns in fee. 

(3722.) Sec. 162. Such school district may, at any time after 
msJdng the payment or deposit hereinbefore required, enter 
npon and take possession of such real estate for the use of said 
district And it shall be the duty of the county clerk of said 
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oonnty^ on the request of said school district, to issue ont of 
and under the seal of the circuit court of said county a writ 
of possession as awarded in such order or decree ; which writ 
shall be directed to the sheriff of such county, and shall be 
tested and made returnable, and shall be substantially, so far 
SB may be, in the same form provided for writs of possession in 
actions of ejectment; and it shall be the duty of such sheriff 
thereupon to remove the respondent or respondents in such 
proceedings, and all persons holding under them or either of 
them, from the real estate described in such decree and in such 
writ, and deliver the possession thereof with the appurtenances 
to such school district. 

(3723.) Sec. 163. In case the jury hereinbefore provided for 
shall not agree, another jury may be summoned in the same 
manner, and the same proceedings may be had, except that no 
further notice of the proceedings shall be necessary ; but 
instead of such notice, the judge, commissioner, or justice 
may adjourn the proceedings to such time as he shall think 
reasonable, not exceeding thirty days, and shall make the pro- 
cess to summon a jury, retnrnable at such time and place as 
the said proceedings shall be adjourned to ; such proceedings 
may be adjourned from time to time by the said judge, or 
commissioner, or justice^ on the application of either party, 
and for good cause, to be shown by the party applying for 
such adjournment, unless the other party shall consent to such 
adjournment; but such adjournments shall not, in ail, exceed 
three months. 

(3724.) Sec. 164. The district board of any school district 
shall have power to fix the amount of tuition to be paid by 
non-resident scholars attending any of the schools in said dis- 
trict; and in cases where there shall be a union school in any 
such district, to be paid by scholars attending such union 

{Section 16Jf.) This section was enacted before the law for 
graded schools. It has been rendered useless by subsequent 
enactments ; the powers it confers being secured to primary 
districts by the amendments to sections 57 and 58, and to 
graded school districts by sections 150. Sections 167, 168, 160;. 
ought properly to precede section 164. 
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school, and to make and enforce suitable by-la.ws and regula- 
tions for the government and management of such union 
school, and for the preservation of the property of such dis- 
trict. Such district board shall also have power to regulate 
and classify the studies^ and prescribe the books to be used in 
such school. 

(3725.) Sec. 165. No alteration shall be made in the bound- 
aries of any school district organized under the law for graded 
and higli schools, without the consent of a majority of the 
trustees of said district; which consent shall be spread upon 
the records of the district, and placed on file in the office of 
the clerk of the board of school inspectors of the township to 
which the reports of said district are made; and districts 
organized under the law aforesaid shall not be restricted to 
Dine sections of land. 

(3'i26.) Sbc. 166. Any school district having the requisite 
number of children between the ages of five and twenty years 
residing in such district, shall have power and authority to 
borrow money to pay for a site or sites for school-houses, to 
erect buildings thereon, and to furnish the same, by a vote of 
two-thirds of the qualified voters of said district, voting at 
any annual meeting, or special meeting duly called for that 
purpose: Provided^ That the times of holding said meetings 
shall not be less than five days, nor more than six months 
apart, and that such school district shall have at least one 
hundred children between the ages aforesaid residing therein, 

{Section 166.) In a positive form this section provides as 
follows : 

Districts with 50 children, may borrow $3,000 

« 100 " '' 10,000 

" 200 " '' 20,000 

" 300 " " 30,000 

« 400 " " -. 50,000 

Districts cannot pay over ten per cent per annum upon these 
loans. {Section 170.) 

Can a District lend its Funds ? — This is a question some- 
times asked. There is no law relative to the question ; but 
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and that in case the number of children between the ages 
aforesaid does not exceed two hnndred, the entire amount of 
snch indebtedness for money borrowed shall not exceed ten 
thousand dollars ; and in case they do not exceed three hun- 
dred» such indebtedness shall not exceed twenty thousand dol- 
lars; and in case they do not exceed four hundred, snch 
indebtedness shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars; and 
that no school district shall have an indebtedness to exceed 
fifty thousand dollars for money thus borrowed: Provided 
further. That any school district having over fifty and under 
one hundred children between the ages aforesaid, may borrow 
or loan not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

(3727.) Sec. 167. The circuit judge, judge of probate, or 
circuit court commissioner of any county where any money 
has been deposited with the county treasurer of such county, 
as hereinbefore provided, shall, upon the written application 
of any person or persons entitled to such money, and upon 
receiving satisfactory evidence of the right of such applicant 
to the nioney thus deposited, make an order directing the 
county treasurer to pay the money thus deposited with him to 
said applicant ; and it shall be the duty of such county treas- 
urer, on the presentation of such order, with the receipt of the 
person named therein indorsed on said order and duly acknowl- 
edged, in the same manner as conveyances of real estate are 
required to be acknowledged, to pay the same ; and such order, 
with the receipt of the applicant or person in whose favor the 
same shall be drawn, shall, in all courts and places, be pre- 
sumptive evidence in favor of such county treasurer, to exon- 
erate him from all liability to any person or persons for said 
money thus paid by him. 

(3728.) Sec. 168. Circuit judges, circuit court commission- 
ers, and justices of the peace, for any services rendered under 

the law is such that it is to be presumed districts will some- 
times have funds on hand, as for building purposes, which 
will not be used for some time. In such cases it seems unrea- 
sonable to conclude that the money must lie idle; and it is 
believed that it may be loaned, under such safeguards as the 
district shall direct. 
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the provisions of this act^ shall be entitled to the same fees 
and compensation as for similar services in other special pro* 
ceedings; jnrors, constables, and sherifTs shall be entitled to 
the same fees as for like services in civil cases in the circuit 
court. 

(3729.) Sec. 169. Iq case any circuit judge, circuit court 
commissioner, or justice of the peace, who shall issue a sum- 
mens, or venire for a jury, shall be unable to attend to any of 
the subsequent proceedings in such case, any other circuit 
court commissioner, or justice of the peace, may attend and 
finish said proceedings. 

(3730.) Sec. 170. Whenever any school district shall have 
voted to borrow any sum of money, the district board of such 
district is hereby authorized to issue the bouds of such district 
in snch form, and executed in such manner by the moderator 
and director of such district, and in sach sums, not less than 
fifty dollars, as such district board shall direct, and with such 
rate of interest, not exceeding ten per centum per annum, 
and payable at such time or times as the said district shall 
have directed. 

(3731.) Sbc. 171. Whenever any money shall have been 
borrowed by any school district, the taxable inhabitants of 
snch district are hereby authorized, at any regular meeting of 
snch district, to impose a tax on the taxable property in* such 
district for the purpose of paying the principal thus borrowed, 
or any part thereof, and the interest thereon, to be levied and 
collected as other school district taxes are collected. 

SURPLUS SCHOOL UOISTEYB. 

(3741.) Seo. 172. The qualified voters in any school district, 
having a surplus of money, arising from the two-mill tax, and 
unexpended, when assembled at any annual or special school 
meeting, called in accordance with existing provisions of law 

{Section 172.) No surplus moneys can be diverted under 
this section till after the school has been maintained eight 
months within the school year. 

The order of the purposes as named, to which the surplus 
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therefor, shall have power to appropriate and use any such 
surplus money for any of the following purposes, to-wit : 

First, For purchasing or enlarging school lot or lots; 

Second, For huilding or repairing school-houses ; 

Third, For purchasing hooks for district library, maps and 
other school apparatus, or any incidental expenses of the 
school: Provided, however. That a school he maintained in. 
each of said school districts at least eight months in each 
year : And provided further, That no money arising from the 
primary school fund shall be appropriated to any other pur- 
poses than that of paying teachers in any such school district. 

APPEAL FROM INSPECTORS TO TOWNSHIP BOARD. 

(3734.)* Sec. 173. Whenever any five or more tax-paying 
electors, having taxable property within any school district, 
shall feel themselves aggrieved by any action, order, or decis- 
ion of the board of school inspectors, with reference to the 
formation, or any division or consolidation of said school dis- 
trict, they may, at any time within sixty days from the time 
of such action on the part of said school inspectors, appeal 
from such action, order, or decision of said board of school 
inspectors to the township board, or boards of the townships 
in which such school district is situated ; and in case of frac- 
tional school districts, such appeal shall be made to the several 
township boards of the several townships in which the differ- 
ent parts of said fractional school district are situated, who 

is to be appropriated, is not essential. The voters may appro- 
priate to either of the purposes named. 

And under section 23, moneys can be used for any school 
purpose on a two-thirds vote of all the tax-payers of the dis- 
trict. 

{Section 173.) The township board consists of the super- 
visor, the two justices of the peace whose term of office will 
soonest expire, and the township clerk. ( Compiled Laws, p. 
283.) Section 175 excludes the township clerk from acting 
in the case. • 
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shall have power, and whose dafcy it shall be to entertain snch 
appeal, and review, confirm, set aside, or amend the action, 
order, or decision of the board of school inspectors thus 
appealed from, or, if in their opinion the appeal is frivolous, 
or without sufficient cause, they may summarily dismiss the 
same. 

(3735.) Sec. 174. Said appellants shall, before taking such 
appeal, make out and file with the board of school inspectors, 
or, in case of fractional school districts, to the joint boards of 
school inspectors, a written statement to be signed by said 
appellants, setting forth in general terms the action, order, or 
decision of the board or boards of school inspectors with 
respect to which the appellants feel themselves aggrieved, and 
their demand for an appeal therefrom to the township board 
or boards of said township ; and shall also cause to be executed 
and signed by one of their number, and by two good and suffi- 
cient sureties, to be approved by the clerk of said board or 
boards of school inspectors, or by any justice of the peace of 
the township, and filed with the clerk of said board or boards 
of scbool inspectors, a bond, to the people of the State of 
Michigan in the penal sum of two hundred dollars, conditioned 
for the due prosecution of said appeal, before said township 
board or boards, and also, in case of the dismissal of said 
appeal as frivolous by said township board, for the payment by 
said appellants of all costs occasioned to the township by 
reason of said appeal. 

(3736.) Sec. 175. ITpon the filing of such appeal papers 
and bond with the said board or boards of school inspectors, 
the said board or boards of school inspectors shall, within ten 
days thereafter, make out and file with the clerk of said town- 
ship, a full and complete transcript of all their proceedings, 
actions, orders, or decisions, with reference to which the appeal 
is taken, and of their records of the same ; also, said bond 
and appeal papers, and all petitions and remonstrances, if any, 
with reference to the matters appealed from ; and upon the 
filing of the same with the township clerk, the said township 
board or boards shall be deemed to be in possession of the case, 
and if the return be deemed by them insufficient, may order a 
further and more complete return by said board or boards of 
school inspectors, and when such return shall by them be 
deemed sufficient, they shall proceed with the consideration of 

14 
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the appeal, at such time or times, within ten days after snch 
return, and in snch manner and under snch affirmation^ 
amendment or reversal of the action, order, or decision of the 
board or boards of school inspectors appealed from, as in their 
judgment shall seem to be just and right, or if they may deem 
the appeal to be frivolous, they may summarily dismiss the 
same; but the decision of said board or boards of school 
inspectors shall not be altered or reversed unless a majority of 
such township board, not members of said board or boards of 
school inspectors, shall so determine. 



SCHOOL DISTRIC5T LIBRARIBB. 

[Act approved February 15, I860.] 



(3748.) Sectiok 1. At the annnal town meetings to be held 
in April next, the legal voters voting in the respective town- 
ships of the State, shall determine, by ballot, for the continn- 
ance of the township library, or for the establishment of 
district libraries in the place thereof. A separate box shall be 
kept for their votes, and the ballots shall have written or 
printed thereon, ** township library," or " district libraries.'* 
If a majority of the ballots so cast in any township, shall have 
*' township library '* thereon, the library shall remain as before ; 
but if a majority of the ballots shall have '^ district libraries" 
thereon, then the township inspectors, at their next meeting 
thereafter, shall proceed to divide the township library equita- 
bly among the districts and parts of districts in snch town- 
ship, in proportion to the number of children of legal school 
ages therein, and shall deliver the same to the district boards 
of the districts to which they may be apportioned. Said books 

{Section 1.) The books apportioned to a fractional district 
are to be kept as a district library for that district. They can- 
not be put into the township library of any other township in 
which snch fractional district may be partly situated, but 
must be retained as a district library, for the use of the district. 

The authority to vote a division of the township library, 
under this section, was confined to the year of its enactment. 
The power to divide township into district libraries belongs, 
under a later amendment of section 114, to the board of 
inspectors, whenever requested by the majority of the districts. 



108 SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBBAfilES. 

shall thereafter belong to the respective districts, and shall 
constitute district libraries for the use of the residents of such 
districts. 

(3749.) Sec. 2. The district board shall be held accountable 
for the proper care and preservation of the district library, 
and shall have power to provide for the safe keeping of the 
same ; to prescribe the time for taking and returning books, 
and to assess and collect all fines and penalties for the loss or 
injury of said books. The district board shall appoint a libra-- 
rian, and determine the place where the library shall be kept, 

{Section 2.) The district board may appoint a librarian, and 
remove him at pleasure. 

The board are authorized by the law to provide a suitable case 
without waiting for a vote of the district. The case should 
be commodious in size, and strong. It should be also provided 
with a good lock and key. 

Whenever the district board may deem it safe to keep the 
library at the school-house, it must be deposited there. Per- 
haps in most instances, if a suitably strong case is provided, it 
will be found safe to keep the library at the school-house 
during the school-terms. Tt will frequently be found desirable 
to appoint the the teacher librarian, and especially if the 
library is kept at the school-house. 

Before delivering the books to the librarian, two lists of 
such books should be made, one to be kept by the district 
board, and the other to be furnished to the librarian, and 
notes should be made of the condition of each book. The 
librarian's receipt should be attached to the list retained by the 
board. 

The district board should also make some written rules for 
the drawing and returning of the books, with penalties for 
their injury or loss, and should appoint the time (say Friday 
afternoon of each week) when the library shall be open. 
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bat in all cases in which the library may be properly secured 
at the district school-hoase, it shall be kept at such school* 
house. 

(3750.) Sec. 3. The library moneys belonging to any town- 
ship 60 determining in favor of district libraries, or which may 
hereafter belong to such township, shall be apportioned among 
the seyeral districts thereof, in the same manner as the pri- 
mary school moneys are apportioned, and shall be expended 
by the district boards in purchasing books for the district 
libraries* 

(3751.) Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the State Board of 
Education to make a list of books which are unsectarian in 
character, and suitable for district or township libraries, which 
list they may from time to time revise and amend ; to adver- 
tise for proposals for famishing the same, and to contract with 
the lowest responsible bidder to furnish such books to the dis- 
tricts or townships ordering them, in suitable binding and at 
stipulated prices; said contract to be made biennially, and the 
advertisements for proposals to be made in at least two papers 
of the largest circulation in the State, for one month before 
making the contract. Previous to the first day of January in 
each year, the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall send 
to the director of each district having a district library, and 
the clerk of each township having a township library, a list of 
the books contracted for, with the prices of the same, from 
which list the district board, or township board of inspectors 
shall, unless a different order shall have been made by the voters 

{Section 4*) The State Board of Education revised and pub- 
lished a list of library books, for several years ; but so few 
books were purchased from the list, no bookseller was found 
ready to make a bid to furnish the books at reduced rates ; 
and, the board therefore, found that their labor was valueless ; 
and as the publication and circulation of the prepared lists 
incurred a large expense, — amounting to several hundred dol- 
lars, — it was thought best to discontinue the publication of the 
same. 
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of the district or township^ annually or oftener, select and par- 
chase books for the district or township libraries, to the fall 
amount of library moneys in their hands. 

(3752.) Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of contractors to furnish, 
at the prices contracted for, the books so selected for the libra- 
ries, and cause them to be forwarded to such points on auy 
main thoroughfare as the district or township board may 
direct. 

(3753.) Sec. 6. In any township which shall have divided 
its township library among the several school districts, as pro- 
vided for in section one of this act, the board of school 
inspectors may, by resolution, order the question to re-estab- 
lish the township library, to be submitted to the legal voters 
voting in the respective townships of the State ; when the 
said board shall so order, the township clerk shall give at 
least ten days' notice of such submission by posting up the 
same in three of the most public places in said township, ten 
days before any regular township meeting. At such township 
meeting the electors of said township shall vote upon the said 
proposition in the same manner as provided for in section one 
of this act, and if a majority shall vote in favor of township 
library, the same shall be re-established, and the several school 
district officers shall retilrn all library books in their posses- 
sion .to the office of the township clerk in their respective 
townships : Provided, That this act shall not apply to dis- 
tricts voting at their annual meeting to retain their respective 
libraries. 

(3755.) Sec. 1. Act approved April 13th, 1871. It shall be 
lawful for any persons or board entrusted by law with the con- 
trol of town or other public libraries, to lease a suitable room or 
rooms for the accommodation thereof, or to contract with any 
incorporated polytechnic, or literary, or scientific association 
for the safe keeping of any such library, in the rooms or build- 
ings of any such association, for such period as may be agreed 
upon : Provided, Such library shall continue under the con- 
trol of the persons or board entrusted with the same by law: 
Aiid provided, also, That no such association shall thereby 
obtain any interest in the ownership of such library, or in the 
funds provided for its support, and that no further restriction 
shall be placed upon the free use thereof, by the public, than 
would be imposed had no such arrangement been made. 



RULES FOR TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES. 



The following rules are prepared under section 4, page 9, 
which requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
annex to the school laws, such rules as he may think proper, 
for the government of such libraries : 

1. The township librarian shall proi)erly label and number 
each book in the township library^ and keep a catalogue of 
the same, showing the title and number of each book. 

2. The times for drawing and returning books by the district 
directors shall be on the first Saturday of January, April, July, 
and October, between the hours of 10 o'clock A. M. and 3 
o'clock P. M., or at other times, in the discretion of the libra- 
rian. The librarian shall charge directors with the books 
drawn by their numbers, and credit or cancel the same when 
returned. 

3. Any resident of a district may draw books from the 
director, on each Friday, from 3 o'clock till 5 o'clock P. M., 
but any person under fourteen years of age must present a 
written request from his parent or guardian. 

4. No person shall be entitled to more than one volume at a 
time unless they are of the same work; and no family shall 
draw more than one volume while other families wishing books 
are nnsupplied. 

5. No person shall loan a library book to any one out of his 
own house, under a penalty of twenty-five cents for each 
ofiEbnse; and no person shall retain a book more than two 
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weeks, under a penalty of five cents for each day beyond that 
time; 'nor shall any person draw a book while unlawfully 
detaining a yolume from the library, or while any fine against 
him remains unpaid. 

6. Any person losing or destroying a library book shall pay 
the cost of such book, and a penalty equal to twenty-five per 
cent of said cost; and any person unnecessarily injaring a 
book shall pay the full damage thereto, the same to be deter- 
mined by the director. 

7. In townships where the inspectors shall have suspended 
section 115 of the school laws, the township librarian shall 
loan the books to the residents of the township, under the 
same rules as above given for the directors to loan to the dis- 
tricts. 

8. All moneys received for fines or penalties by the directors 
shall be paid over to the township librarian, who shall pay the 
same, together with all other moneys he shall receive of sim- 
ilar character, into the township library fund. 

9. The township librarian shall, on the first of September in 
each year, make a written report to the inspectors, setting 
forth the number of volumes in the library, and their condi- 
tion. The report shall state what books have been added to 
the library during the year, and what lost, if any ; and what 
amount of fines have been imposed and collected ; the number 
of volumes that have been drawn, and whether by directors 
or under suspension of section 115, together with such other 
particulars as the inspectors shall direct; which report the 
inspectors shall place on file, and forward a duplicate thereof 
to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENTS OP SCHOOLS. 



(3756.) Sectiok 1. There shall be a County Superintend- 
ent of common schools in each organized county of this State, 
except as hereinafter provided, whose term of service shall be 
two years. 

(3757.) Sec. 2. The first election of the County Superin- 
tendent shall be held,on the first Monday of April, 1867, and 
every two years thereafter. The election provided for by this 
act shall be conducted, as near as may be, in the same manner 
and by the same officers, and the inspectors of election shall 
make the same canvass, statement and returns, as is provided 
by law for the election of a Judge of the Supreme Court, and 
said Superintendent shall be voted for on the same ballot as 
the judge aforesaid, and the board of county canvassers shall 
determine and declare the person thus elected to the office of 
County Superintendent. 

(3758.) Sec. 3. A certificate of election shall be immediately 
issued by the county board of canvassers to the person so 
elected to the office of County Superintendent, who shall, 
within twenty days thereafter, t^ke and subscribe the oath of 
office prescribed by the Constitution of this State, and deposit 
the same with the county clerk, to be filed and preserved in 
his office, when it shall be the duty of the county clerk to 
report the name and postoffice address of the County Super- 
intendent to the Superintendent of Public Instruction ; and 
the County Superintendent thus elected shall enter upon the 
duties of his office on the first day of May following, and 
shall hold his office at the county seat, or at some other place to 
be designated by the board of supervisors. 

(3759.) Sec. 4. The supervisors, or a majority of them, pres- 
ent at their first regular meeting, shall determine the com- 

15 
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pensation to be paid to the CouDty Superintendent, bat such 
compensation shall not be less than three dollars, nor more 
than five dollars for each day actually employed in the duties 
of his office, for such number of days as the supervisors may 
determine: Provided, That the number of days shall not be 
less than the number of school districts in said county, and one 
day for each township thereof, for the examination of teach- 
ers. The compensation of the County Superintendent shall 
be paid quarter yearly from the county treasury ; but before he 
shall be entitled to receive such compensation, he shall file in 
the office of the county clerk a sworn statement of his 
account. 

(3760.) Sec. 5. The County Superintendent shall examine 
all persons offering themselves as teachers for the public 
schools, and shall attend in each township in his county, at 
least once in each year for that purpose, and twenty days 
before the time for such examinations, he shall notify the 
township clerk of the time and place thereof; and said clerk 
shall immediately cause written or printed notices of the same 
to be posted in three or more public places in the township. 
He may also hold examinations at such other times and places 
as he may appoint; but all examinations shall be public. 
[See appendix C] 

(3761.) Sec. 6. He shall grant certificates, in such form as 
shall be prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, licensing as teachers all persons whom, on thorough and 
full examination, he shall deem qualified in respect to good 
moral character, learning, and ability to instruct and govern 
a school ; but no certificate shall be granted to any person 
who shall not pass a satisfactory examination in orthography, 
reading, writing, grammar, geography, and arithmetic. No 
person shall be accounted a qualified teacher, within the mean- 
ing of the primary school law, nor shall any school officer 
employ or contract with any person to teach in any of the 
public schools of this State, who has not such a certificate in 
force, or the certificate provided by law to be given to the 
graduates of the State Normal School, or the certificate of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction : Provided, That the 
certificates heretofore granted by the school inspectors shall 
be valid for the term for which they were given, unless sooner 
revoked by the County Superintendent, on examination : 
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Provided, also, That the school inspectors may examine 
teachers and grant certificates, until a County Superintendent 
is elected and qualified, and whenever there shall be a vacancy 
in that office; but no certificate hereafter granted by the 
school inspectors shall be valid beyond three months after the 
next subsequent election of a County Superintendent. [See 
Appendix C.] 

(3762.) Sec 7. There shall be three grades of certificates for 
teachers, to be granted by the County Superintendent in his 
discretion, as follows, viz : 

1. The certificate of the first grade shall be granted to no 
person who has not taught at least one year in this State, 
with approved ability and success, and it shall be valid 
throughout the county, in and for which it was granted, for 
two years. 

2. The certificate for the second grade may be granted to 
any person of approved learning, qualification, and character, 
and shall be valid throughout the county for one year. 

3. The certificate of the third grade shall license the holder 
thereof to teach in some one specified township, and shall not 
continue in force for more than six months. The County 
Superintendent may revoke any teacher's certificate for any 
reason which would have justified the withholding thereof 
when the same was given, or for gross negligence of duty, or 
for incompetency or immorality, which reason shall not be 
spread upon the records of said Superintendent^ unless 
requested by the teacher; but no certificate shall be revoked 
without a re-examination, unless the holder of such certificate 
shall, after reasonable notice, neglect or refuse to appear before 
the Superintendent for such re-examination. The Superin- 
tendent shall keep a record of all the certificates granted or 
annulled by him, with the date, grade, and duration of each, 
and shall deliver such record, with all other books and papers 
belonging to his ofBce, to his successor. 

(3763.) Sec. 8. The Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
on such evidence as may be satisfactory to him, may grant 

{Section 7.) Section 2 of the Normal School law, gives the 
Superintendent power to suspend a certificate given by the 
Board of Instruction of the Normal School. 
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oeitificates licensiug the holders thereof as teachers, duly 
qualified to teach in any of the primary or graded schools in 
this State, which certificate shall be y^id until dnly reyoked 
by said Superintendent 

(3764.) Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the County Superin- 
tendent : 

1. To yisit each of the schools in his county at least once 
in each year, to examine carefully into the discipline and 
the modes of instruction, and into the progress and profi- 
ciency of the pupils, and to make a record of the same, and to 
counsel with teachers and district boards as to the course of 
studies to be pursued, and for the improyement of the instruc- 
tion and discipline of the schools. 

2. To note the condition of the school-house and appur- 
tenances thereto, and to suggest plans for new school-houses 
to be erected, and for warming and yentilating the same, and 
the general improyement of school-houses and grounds. 

3. To inquire into the condition of district and township 
libraries, and to counsel, if necessary, for the better manage- 
ment of the same ; and to see that the money collected from 
fines is devoted to the increase of said libraries. 

4. To promote, by public lectures and teachers' institutes, 
and by such other means as he may deyise, the improyement of 
the schools in his county and the eleyation of the character 
and qualifications of the teachers thereofl 

5. To consult with the teachers and school boards to secure 
the more general and regular attendance of the children in 
his county upon the public schools. 

(3765.) Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the County Superin- 
tendent to receive all such blanks and conununications as may 
be directed to him by the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, and to dispose of the same in the manner directed by the 
said Superintendent. 

(3766.) Sec. 11. The annual reports of the township inspect- 
ors, provided by section 79 [of the school laws], of chapter 
78 of the compiled laws, shall hereafter be made to the County 
Superintendent, and he shall, immediately after receiving such 
reports, file copies of the same in the office of the county clerk 
and transmit duplicates thereof, together with such other 
information as may be required of him, to the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. He shall examine into the correctness 
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of the inspectors* reports, and may, when necessary, require 
the same to be amended, and shall indorse his approval on 
sach as he shall find correct. In case of a yacancy in the 
office of County Superintendent, the reports of the school 
inspectors shall be received and transmitted as aforesaid by the 
county clerk. 

(3767.) Sec. 12. The County Superintendents shall be sub- 
ject to such rules and instructions as the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction may, from time to time, prescribe ; and they 
shall make reports annually to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, at such times as he may direct, of the official 
labor performed, and of the general condition and manage- 
ment of the schools under their charge, and such other infor- 
mation as may be required of them by the said Superintendent. 

(3768.) Sec 13. No County Superintendent shall act as agent 
for any author, publisher, or book-seller, or shall, directly or 
indirectly, receive any gift, emolument, or reward for his influ- 
ence in recommending the purchase or use of any library or 
school-book, or school apparatus, or furniture of any kind 
whatever ; any act herein prohibited, shall be deemed a viola- 
tion of his oath of office, and any employment of such Super- 
intendent by any author, publisher, or book-seller, for that pur- 
pose, shall be deemed a misdemeanor. 

(3769.) Sec. 14. Whenever by death, resignation, or removal, 
or otherwise, the office of County Superintendent shall become 
vacant, the State Superintendent shall have power to fill such 
vacancy. 

(3770.) Sec. 15. All schools which, by special enactment, 
may have a board authorized to inspect and grant certificates 
to the teachers employed by the same, shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this act, except as is provided in sections 
eight and eleven. 

Sec. 16. Section ninety-one [of the school laws], of chapter 
seventy-eight, of compiled laws, shall be amended so as to read 
as follows : 

Sec 91. The whole number of meetings of the township 
board of inspectors, during any one year, at the expense of the 
township, shall not exceed four; and the township clerk shall 
give at least ten days' public notice of any meeting of the 
board, by posting such notice in three public places in the 
township. 
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(3771.) Sec. 17. Seefciong geventy-four, eighty-five, eighty- 
ax, eighty-seveiiy eighty-eight, eighty-nine, and ninety [of the 
achool laws], of chapter seventy-eight, of the compiled laws, 
and all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act, 
are hereby repealed. 

(3772.) Sec. 18. This act shall not take effect in any connty> 
unless there be at least ten school districts in sach county. 



AN ACT TO COMPEL CHILDREN TO 

ATTEND SCHOOL. 



(3737.) Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enacts 
That every parent, guardian, or other person in the State of 
Michigan having control and charge of any child or children 
between the ages of eight and fourteen years, shall be required 
to send any such child or children to a public school for a 
period of at least twelve weeks in each school year, commenc- 
ing on the first Monday of September, in the year of our Lord 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, at least six weeks of which 
shall be consecutive, unless such child or children are excused 
from such attendance by the board of the school district in 
which such parents or guardians reside, upon its being shown 
to their satisfaction that his bodily or mental condition has 
been such as to prevent his attendance at school or application 
to study for the period required, or that such child or children 
are taught in a private school, or at; home, in such branches as 
are usually taught in primary schools, or have already acquired 
the ordinary branches of learning taught in the public school : 
Provided, In case a public school shall not be taught for three 
months during the year, within two miles by the nearest trav- 
eled road, of the residence of any person within the school 
district, he shall not be liable to the provisions of this act 

(3738.) Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the director of every 
school district, and president of every school board within this 
State, to cause to be posted three notices of this law in the 
most public places in such district, or published in one news- 
paper in the township for three weeks, during the month of 
August in each year, the expense of such publication to be 
paid out of the funds of said district. 

(3739.) Sec. 3. In case any parent, guardian, or other per- 
son shall fail to comply with the provisions of this act, said 
parent, guardian, or other person shall be liable to a fine of 
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not less than five dollars or more than ten dollars for the first 
offense, nor less than ten dollars or more than twenty dollars 
for the second and every snbseqnent offense ; said fine shall be 
collected by the director of said district in the name of the 
district iii an action of debt or on the case, and when collected 
shall be paid to the assessor of the district in which the defend- 
ant resided when the offense was committed, and by him 
accounted for the same as money raised for school purposes. 

(3740.) Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the director or presi- 
dent to prosecute any offense occurring under this act, and 
any director or president neglecting to prosecute for such fine 
within ten days after a written notice has been served on him 
by any tax-payer in said district, unless the person so com- 
plained of shall be excused by the district board, shall be 
liable to a fine of not less than twenty or more than fifty dol- 
lars, which fine shall be prosecuted for and in the name of the 
assessor of said district, and the fine when collected shall be 
paid to the assessor, to be accounted for as in section three of 
this act. 




NORMAL SCHOOL DIPLOMAS. 



The following is the act authorizing the State Board of Edu- 
cation to grant diplomas to graduates of the State Normal 
School, as amended in 1863, and 1871 : 

(3530.) Section 1. The State Board of Education is author- 
ized to grant to such students as shall have completed the full 
conrse of instruction in the State Normal School, and shall 
have been recommended by the board of instruction, a diploma, 
which, when signed by the members of the Board of Education, 
and by the board of instruction, shall be evidence that the per- 
son to whom such diploma is granted is a graduate of the State 
Normal School, and entitled to all the honors and privileges 
belonging to such graduates. 

(3531.) Sec. 2. The board of instruction of the Normal 
School shall give to every graduate receiving such diploma a 
certificate, which shall serve as a legal certificate of qualifica- 
tion to teach in the primary schools of any township in this 
State, when a copy thereof shall have been filed or recorded in 
the office of the county superintendent of common schools. 
Such certificate shall not be liable to be annulled except by the 
board of instruction, bat its effect may be suspended in any 
county, and the holder thereof may be stricken from the list 
of qualified teachers in such county, by the county superin- 
tendent of common schools for the county in which said town- 
ship may be situated, for any cause and in the same manner as 
he now is by law authorized to revoke certificates given by him- 
self, and in case there be no such county superintendent for the 
county in which said township is situated, then the said certifi- 
cate so given by the board of instruction may be suspended in 
any such township, and the holder thereof stricken from the 
list of qualified teachers in said township, by the school 
inspectors for said township, for any cause that authorizes 
them to annul a certificate given by themselves, and such sus- 
pension in either case shall continue in force until revoked by 
the authority suspending it. 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

[ Act as amended March 16, 1861. ] 
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(3789.) Section 1. "Whenever reasonable assurance shall be 
given to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, that a num- 
ber not less than fifty, or in counties containing a population 
of less than twelve thousand inhabitants, whenever twenty- 
five teachers of common schools shall desire to assemble for 
the purpose of forming a Teachers' Institute, and to remain in 
session not less than five working days, said Superintendent is 
authorized to appoint a time and place for holding such Insti-- 
ute, to make suitable arrangements therefor, and to give due 
notice thereof. 

(3790.) Sec. 2. For the purpose of defraying the expense of 
rooms, fires, attendance, or other necessary charges, and for 
procuring teachers and lecturers, the Auditor General shall^ 
upon the certificate of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, that he has made arrangements for holding such Insti- 
tute, draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer for such sum 
as said Superintendent shall deem necessary for conducting 
such Institute, which sum shall not exceed one hundred dollars 
for each Institute of five days' duration, and shall be paid out 
of the general fund. 

(3791.) Sec. 3. Said Superintendent, in case of inability 
personally to conduct any Institute or to make the necessary 
arrangements for holding the same, is authorized to appoint 
some suitable person or persons for that purpose: Provided, 
That not more than eighteen hundred dollars shall be drawn 
from the Treasury in any one year, to meet the provisions of 
this act 

{Section 1.) Befer to Form 27 and explanatory note. 



TEACHERS' ASSOCIATIONS. 

[Act Approved Febriuiry 12, 1857.] 



(3152.) Section 1. Any fifteen or more teachers, or other 
persons residing in this State, who shall associate for the pur- 
pose of promoting education and science, and improvements 
in the theory and practice of teaching, may form themselves 
into a corporation, under such name as they may choose, pro- 
yiding they shall have published, in some newspaper printed 
at Lansing, or in the county in which such association is to 
be located, for at least one month previous, a notice of the 
time, place, and purpose of the meeting for such association^ 
and shall file in the ofBce of the Secretary of State a copy of 
the constitution and by-laws of said association. 

(3153.) Sec. 2. Such association may hold and possess real 
and personal property to the amount of five thousand dollars; 
but the funds or property thereof shall not be used for any 
other purpose than the legitimate business of the association 
in securing the objects of its corporation. 

(3154.) Sec. 3. Upon becoming a corporation, as hereinbe- 
fore provided, they shall have all the powers and privileges, 
and be subject to all the duties of a corporation, according to 
the provisions of chapter fifty-five of the revised statutes of 
this State [Chap. 130, Compiled Laws], so far as such pro*^ 
visions shall be applicable in such case, and not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act. 



LAW TO ESTABLISH A UNIFORMITY OF 

TEXT-BOOKS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

OF BERRIEN COUNTY. 



Section 1. Tlie People of the State of MicMgan enact y That 
the persons hereinafter mentioned shall be and the same are 
hereby constituted a board for the establishment of a nnifoma- 
ity of text-books in the public schools of Berrien county. The 
persons constituting such board shall be the County Superin- 
tendent of common schools in each county, and one school 
inspector or other person, from each township ; such inspector 
or other person to be appointed by the inspectors of snch 
township, who shall give the person so appointed a certificate 
of such appointment, which certificate shall be filed with the 
county clerk of such county at or before the meeting of such 
board. 

Sec. 2. The County Superintendent shall preside at the 
meetings of such board, and in all cases of a tie shall give the 
casting vote. In the absence of the County Superintendent, 
such board may elect one of their number to preside. The 
county clerk shall be the clerk thereof, but shall not be enti- 
tled to a vote, and shall keep a record of the proceedings of 
such board in a book provided for that purpose, the daily pro- 
ceedings of such board to be signed by himself and the County 
Superintendent, or other person presiding in his absence. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the county clerk to cause to 
be published, at the expense of the county, in at least two of 
the leading weekly newspapers of the State, for a period of 
four weeks next preceding the first day of July, A. D. 1873, 
and every five years thereafter, a notice stating that the county 
clerk of said county will receive, until the first day of August 
next ensuing, samples of text-books designed for instruction 
and use in the public schools in the foHowing branches, to 
wit : Spelling, reading, writing, geography, arithmetic, gram- 
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mar, book-keeping, philosophy, history, science of government, 
and algebra; also, sealed proposals stating the price and terms 
upon which the parties sending any sample will furnish and 
keep for sale, for the ensuing five years, at such places as the 
board may designate, a supply of such books for the use of the 
public schools of such county, and that ample security will be 
required for the faithful performance of each and every con- 
tract made in pursuance of such notice. 

Sec. 4. All samples and proposals received by such clerk, 
shall remain sealed while in his possession, and he shall deliver 
them sealed to such board at their next meeting. 

Sec. 5. Such board are hereby authorized, and it is made 
their duty, on or before the first day of August, A. D. 1873, 
and on or before said date every fifth year thereafter, to select 
from such samples as may be delivered to them by the clerk, 
or from any other source, a list of such books as they may 
deem best suited for instruction and use in the public schools 
of such county ; said list not to exceed one book of a kind in 
each grade of the following branches, to wit : Spelling, read- 
ing, writing, geography, arithmetic, grammar, book-keeping, 
philosophy, history, science of government, and algebra, but 
no selection shall be deemed to be made until a written con- 
tract shall be entered into with the person or persons propos- 
ing to sell or furnish such books^ and who shall execute bonds 
to the county jointly and severally, with good and suflScient 
sureties, in such penal sums as the said board shall require for 
the faithful performance of such contract. Such contract 
shall specify the kinds of books to be furnished, the places 
where they shall be kept for sale, and the retail price to be paid 
for each book, and shall be signed by the clerk, the chairman 
of the board, and the person or persons entering into contract; 
such contract and bond shall be filed in the office of the county 
treasurer of such county, and the board shall cause the list 
so selected to be published in all the weekly newspapers pub- 
lished in the county, during the four weeks subsequent to the 
making of such selection, and the list, so selected, shall be 
and remain authoritative and binding, throughout said county, 
for and during five years from and after September first, A. D. 
1873, and each five years thereafter, and said board shall not 
make any revision after 1873, nor cause to be changed the 
same kind of book oftener than once in five vears. 
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Sec. 6. If at any time the parties contracting to furnish 
sack books fail to fulfill such contract, a special meeting of 
such board may be called, as hereinafter provided, and may 
take such action thereon as in their judgment is required ; and 
they are hereby authorized to declare such contract void and 
to change such books on account of such failure to fulfill, but 
for no other reason; and it shall be the duty of the county 
treasurer forthwith to prosecute the bonds of such delinquent 
•contractor. 

Sec. 7. The county clerk shall give notice of the time and 
place of the regular meetings of such board, by publication at 
least once a week for three successive weeks previous to such 
meeting, in at least two newspapers published in the county, 
or if there be but one newspaper in the county, in such news- 
paper ; and when the county clerk shall receive a complaint in 
writing, signed by at least nine (9) inspectors, that the books 
Are not furnished as per contract, he shall call a special meet- 
ing of the board, in the same manner as is above prescribed 
for calling regular meetings. 

Sec. 8. After the first day of January, A. D. 1874, the town- 
ship treasurer shall not pay over any school moneys to any 
school district in his township until a certificate has been filed 
with such township treasurer, signed by one of the inspectors 
of the township, and certifying that the text-books selected 
in accordance with the provisions of this law, are in use in 
such school district. 

Sec. 9. School districts numbering over three hundred chil- 
dren, drawing primary school money, and sustaining a graded 
school therein, may be exempted from the operation of this 
law if a majority of the legal voters of such district shall so 
decide at their annual school meeting or at a special meeting 
called for that purpose, and no fractional school district 
embracing temtory in two or more counties shall be subject 
to its operation, unless the school-house of such fractional 
district is situated in the county in which such uniformity of 
text-books is adopted. 

Sec. 10. A majority of the members of such board shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and for 
carrying out the provisions of this law ; but it shall require 
the consent of a majority of all the members of such board to 
establish any text-book. 





UNirOBMITT OF TEXT-BOOKS. 127 

Sec. 11. The compensation of the members of such boards 
except the Coanty Superintendent^ shall be the same as the 
compensation of the jurors of the circuit court, and they shall 
be paid by the county treasurer, upon the certificate or order 
of the county clerk. The County Superintendent shall receive 
no pay as a member of such board. 



FORMS FOR PROCEEDmGS UNDER THE 

SCHOOL LAW. 



No. 1. 

Form of Notice by the Clerk of the Board of Inspectors to a Ictxable Inhale 
tant of a District at the Ume of its formation, 

[Sec Sections 1, 2, 8, 4, 7, and 129.] 

lo A...^B....: 

Sm— The school inspectors of the township of have 

formed a school district in said township, to be known as District 
No , and bounded piere insert the description]. 

The first meeting of said district will be held at on the 

day of , A. D. 18--, at o'clock A.M. [or P.M.], 

and you are instructed to notify every legal voter of said district of the 
same, at least five days previous to said meeting, either personally, or by 
leaving a written notice at his place of residence. You will endorse on 
this notice a return, showing each notification, with the date or dates 
thereof, and deliver the same to the chairman of said meeting. 

Dated this day of , A, D. 18... 

(Signed,) C... D-.., 

Clerk of the Board of School Inspectors. 



No. 2. 

Form of Notice for first Meeting— when made in Writing^ to he left ai the 

house of every Legal Voter. 

\ See Sections 1, 2, 145, and 129.] 

7b (7..- 5-....• 
Sm— School District No , of the township of having 

been formed by the iospectors, you, as a legal voter in said district, are 
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129 



hereby notified that the first meetin pj thereof will be held at , 

on the day of , A. D. 18.., at o'clock in the 

noon. 

Dated this day of , 18... 

(Signed,) A B 

Hie person appointed to give Notice, 

Remarks. — If the district is in more than one township, the descrip- 
tion will be varied accordingly. 

The notice is to be given to every person, man or woman, 21 years of 
age, liable to pay a district tax, and three months a resident, and to all 
who are voters at a township meeting, though not tax-payers. 



No. 3. 

Form of Efiiors3mmt upon the Notice — Form No. 1 — by ^^ Taxaible 

Inhabitant,^ ^ 

[Sec Sections 8 and 145.] 

I, A B , hereby return the within (or annexed) notice, and 

have notified the qualified voters of the district, as follows : 



NAMES. 


DATE. 


HOW NOTIFIED. 


A B - 


January 1, 18C4. 


Personally. 


« 
C D 


Written Notice. 



















Dated at , this 

(Signed,) 

17 



dav of 



,18.... 



A, 



B.-. 
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No. 4. 
Form of Acceptance of Office by District Officers, to beJUedwith tlie Director, 

r See Sections 6, 180, and 149. 1 

I do hereby accept the office of in School 

District No , of the township of 

Dated this day of , 18 

(Signed,) A.— B...- 

Bemark, — This acceptance must be filed within ten days after the elec^ 
tioQ, or appointment, or the office is vacant ; except in case of re-elec- 
tion or re-appointment to the same office. 



No. 5. 

Form of Notice of Annual MeeHngt. 

[ See Sections 11, 18, 60, and 180. ] 

Notice. — The annual meeting of School District No , of the 

township of ,for the election of school district officers, and 

for the transaction of such other business as may lawfully come before 

it, will be held at , on Monday, the day of September, 

A. D. 18--, at o'clock in the noon. 

Dated this day of August, 18- . . 

(Signed,) ^Director. 

Remark, — This must be posted by the director in three of the most 
public places in the district — one of them being on the school-house, if 
there is one— six days before the meeting ; but the meeting should be 
held at the usual time and place, as near as may be, though the notice is 
not giren. 



No. 6. 

Form of Bequest to he made by five Legal Voters of a District to the District 
Board for the calling of a Special Meeting. 

[ See Sections 12 and 18. ] 

To the District Board of School District No ,[ortoA B ,efc., 

one of the district board : ] 

The undersigned, legal voters of School District No .,of the 

township of , request you, in pursuance of section 12, of the 
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primary school law, to call a special meeting of said district, for the 

purpose of - 

Dated this day of , A. D. 18.. 

(Signed,) 



No. 7. 

librm of Notice of Special MeeHngB. 
[See Sections 12, 18, and 60.] 

Notice. — ^A special meeting of the legal voters of School District No. 

, in the township of. , called on the written request of 

five legal voters [or called by the district board, as the case may be], 

wUl be held at [the district school-house] , on the day of , 

18--, at o'clock [P. ]tf.], for the purpose of [here insert eyery 

object that is to brought before the meeting]. 

(Signed,) A B , Director. 



No. 8. 

Fbrm of Contract between District Board and Teacher, 

[ See Sections 89, 60, and 85.] 

It is hereby contracted and agreed between of 

District No , in the township of , county of , 

and State of Michigan, and , a legally qualified 

teacher in said township, that the said shall 

teach the primary school of said district for the term of 

months, commencing on the day of , A. D. 18.-; 

and the said.... agrees faithfully to keep a 

correct list of the pupils, and the age of each, attending school,- and the 
number of days each pupil is present, and to furnish the director with a 
correct copy of the same at the close of the school ; and to observe and 
enforce the rules and regulations established by the district board. 

The said , in behalf of said district, agrees 
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to keep the school-house in good repair, and to provide the necessary 

fuel, and to pay said for the said services as 

teacher, to be faithfully and truly rendered and performed, the sum of 

dollars, the same being the amount of wages above 

agreed upon, to be paid on or before the day of , 18_- : 

Provided^ That in case said.. shall be dismissed 

from school, by the district board, for gross immorality, or violation of 

this contract, or shall have certificate annulled by the school 

inspectors [or County Superintendent of Schools, as the case may be], 

.._ shall not be entitled to any compensation from and after 

such annulment or dismissal. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names, this 

day of , A. D. 18.. 



_ , Tea-cher. 

Approved by 



Bemarks. — A duplicate of the contract must be furnished to the 
teacher. Section 89. 

If any other time for a month than four weeks of five days in each 
week is agreed upon, it must be specified in the contract. 

The director should see that the required list of pupils is properly kept 
See blank form No. 27. 



No. 9. 

Ihrm of Order upon Assessor for Moneys to be Disbursed by him for the 

School District, 

[See Sections 29 and 68.] 

Assessor of School District No , Township of ; 

Pay to the order of. , the sum of 

dollars, out of any moneys in your hands belonging to the fund, for [here 
Insert name of fund, as teachers* wages, building, library, &c]. 

Dated this day of , A. D. 18.. 

A B , Director. 

L Countersigned : ] 

C D , Moderator. 

Remark. — An order for a teacher^s wages in full should not be drawn 
till the report of the teacher, as mentioned in the contract, is furnished 
the director. 
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No. 10. 

Form of Warrant upon TowrUhip Treasurer for Moneys belonging to 

School DiBiriets, 

[ See Sections 29, 58, and 109, ] 

Treasurer of the Township of ; 

Pay to.- , assessor of School District No. 

in said township,* the sum of dollars, out of [here insert 

the particular fund], in your hands, belonging to said district. 

Dated at ,this day of ,18.- 

A B , Director. 

[ Countersigned : ] 
C D , Moderator, 

Remark, — ^The board cannot les;al]y draw a warrant upon the town 
treasurer in favor of anybody but the assessor. 



No. 11. 

Form of Report by the District Board to the Supervisors. 

[ See Sections 24, 66, 57, 58, 106, 107, and lOS. ] 

Supervisor of the Township of ; 

The undersigned, district board for School District No , in said 

township, do hereby certify that the following taxes have been voted in 
said district, during the school year last closed, and estimated by the 
district board, under the provisions of section 24 of the school laws, viz: 
[Here specify the amount of each tax voted and estimated, and the 
purpose to which it is appropriated, and give the sum total of the whole], 
which 3'ou will assess upon the taxable property of said district as the 
law directs. 
Dated at ibis day of --_., A. D. 18..-. 

A B , Moderator. 

C D , Director. 

E F , Assessor. 

Remarks. — If a lax is voted after the close of the school year, in time 
to be reported to the supervisor for assessment, the form will be varied 
accordingly. 

This report must be made before the second Monday in October, or the 
supervisor cannot be compelled to make the assessment, though he may 
do it, whenever the report is made. 

♦ If it is for a fractional district that reports in another town, it should read—" in tte 
township of " 
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No. 12. 

Form of AssesMr^s Bond. 

[ See Sections 61 and 4)2. ] 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A B , the assessor 

of School District No , in the township of ,C 

D and E F [his sureties], are held and firmly bound unto the 

said district, in the sum of [here insert a supi of double the amount ex- 
pected to come into the assessor's hands], to be paid to the said district ; 
for the payment of which sum well and truly to be made, we bind our- 
selves, our heirs, executors and administrators, jointly and severally, 
firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if A B , assessor 

of said district, shall faithfully apply all moneys that shall come into his 
hands, by virtue of his office, then this obligation shall be void ; other- 
wise of full force and virtue. 

Sealed with our seals, and dated this day of , A. D. 18... 

A B ; [l. s.] 

C D , [l. s.] 

E...-F.-..,[l. s.l 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of 



Bemark, — This bond should be endorsed as follows : 



<t 



We approve the within bond." 

(Signed,) G-...* H , Moderator, 

I-.--K .Director. 



No. 18. 

Form of Bond to he given by the Chairman of the Board of School 

Inspectors. 

[ See Sections 68, 69, and 70. ] 

Enow all men by these presents, that we, A B , the chairman 

of the Board of School Inspectors of the township of , and 

C D and E F [his sureties], are held and firmly bound 
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anto the said township, in the snm of [here insert the sum of double the 
amount to come into said chairman's hands, as nearly as the same can 
be ascertained], for the payment of which snm well and truly to be made 
to the said township, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and admin- 
istrators, jointly and severally, firml3' by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if A B « chair- 
man of the board of school inspectors, shall faithfally appropriate ail 
moneys that may come into his hands by virtue of his office, then this 
obligation shall be void ; otherwise, of fall force and virtue. 

Sealed with our seals, and dated this day of , A. D. 18-.. 

A B , [l. 8.] 

C-... D-...,[L. 8,1 



Signed, sealed, and deliyered in pro«encc of 



E. .. P...., [l. 8.] 



*' I approve the within bond.*' 

(Signed,) G.... H...., Township Clerk, 

Jiemarfc, — ^This bond should be given before any moneys come into his 
hands, and should be endorsed as above, by the township cleric. 



No. 14. 
Form of Appointment of District Officers by District Board. 

[ See Section 60. ] 

The undersigned, members of the district board of School District No. 

— , in the township of , do hereby appoint A B , 

Director of said district, to fill the vacancy created by the removal [res- 
ignation or death, as the case may be], of C D , the late 

iocnmbent. 

Dated this -.. . day of , A. D. 18-.. 

£ F .Moderator. 

G H , Assessor. 

Bemark 1, — The words in italics in the above form should be varied to 
salt the case. 

Bemark S. — The director should record any appointment that may be 
made, and persons appointed to office should file with the director a cer- 
tificate of acceptance, according to the provisions of section 5. [See 
Form No. 4.] 
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No. 15. 

Form of Appointment of DUtrict Officers by School Impeetors. 

I See Section U6. ] 

The undersigned, school inspectors for the township of --, 

do hereby appoint O P , Assessor [insert names of other 

appointees] of School District No , in said township; the district 

having failed to elect. 

Dated this day of , A. D. 18-. 

A_.-. B...., 
C_... D...., 

School Inspectors. 



No. 16. 

Form of Certificate to be given by School Inspectors to Qualified Teachers. 

[ Sec Sections 89, S5, 86, 87, 88, 89, and 90. 1 

It is hereby certified that A B has passed a satisfactory 

examination before us in the following branches, viz : 
Orthography^ Beading^ Writingy Qrammar^ Geography^ Arithmetic^ 

and is able to give instruction in the same. He has moreover been found 
of good moral character, and of competent ability to teach a school, 
and we have therefore licensed him, to teach in the schools of this town- 
ship of , in the county of , for the term of 

[here insert the time], from the date hereof. 

Given under our hands, this day of , A. D. 18- . . 

C D...., 

G....H.-.., 

School Inspectors of the TownsMp of , County of , Mich. 

Remark, — It is essential in the examination of a teacher that he should 
possess, first, a good moral character ; second, a thorough knowledge of the 
branches named in the law; and, third, the abitity to govern a school, 
and the faculty of imparting knowledge. Without these qualifications, 
^plicant is not entitled! to a certificate. A certificate, given by a 
board of inspectors, is not valid out of the township in wliich 
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No. 17. 

-RwTO of Notice of Meeting of Itupeetors for Examination of School 

Teamers, 

[ See Section S6. ] 

Notice is licreby given tliat for the purpose of making an examination 
of all persons who may offer themselves as candidates for teachers of the 
primary schools of this township, the board of school inspectors thereof 
will meet [here insert the time and place of meeting]. 

Dated this day of , 18... 

A.... B...., 
Tovmship Ckrk, 

Bemark — Whenever the inspectors deem it necessary to reexamine 
any teacher, thev shall serve the following notice upon him, according to 
the provisions of section 90 : 



No. 18. 
Form of Notice of Be-examination. 

To A B : 

SiB—Tou are hereby notified that the undersigned, school inspectors 

for the township of , will hold a meeting at , 

on the day of , at o'clock, M. You 

will please appear before them at the time and place aforesaid, for re-ex- 
amination. It is our purpose to annul your certificate if you are found 
deficient in the qualifications requisite for a primary school teacher. 

pg" This notice shoold be dated and signed in the same manner as the above Cer- 
tificate. 

Bemark. — In case it be found necessary to annul the teacher's cer- 
tificate, it shall be sufficient for that purpose for the clerk of the board 
of school inspectors to make the usual record of their proceedings : Pro- 
vided^ The teacher appears before them and gives up hi3 certificate, 
which it is his duty to do. Otherwise, in addition to said record, the 
inspectors shall cause the following notice to be posted up in three public 
places in the township, or to be inserted in a newspaper of the township, 
if there be one. 

" The undersigned , school fnspectors for the township of , 

having this day re-examined A B ,a primary school teacher in 

said township, and regarding him incompetent to discharge the duties of 

18 
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his office, we hereby give notice that his certificate is annulled according 
to the proTtsions of law. '* 

"ni{8 notice Bhonld be dated and signed In the same manner as tbe preceding^ one. 



No. 19. 

Fbrm of GertifieaU to he given to the Director of a School District^ by the 
Board of School Inspectors when t?iey establish the Site. 

[ See Sections 19 and 20. ] 

The inhabitants of District No , in tbe township of ., 

haying failed, at a legal meeting, to establish a site for a school-honse, 
the board of school inspectors hereby certify, that they have determiiied 
that the said site shall be as follows : [Describe as in the deed.] 

Giyen under our hands this day of , A. D. 18. . 

A._.. B , 

C... D , 

E.... P , 

Schod Inspectors, 



- » 



No. 20. 

Form of a Deed. 

[See Section 69. ] 

Know all men by these presents, that A B , and C D. 

his wife, of the township of , in the county of , 

and State of Michigan, party of the first part, for and in consideration 

of the sum of dollars, to them paid by the district board of 

School District No , of the township, county, and State aforesaid, 

the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, 

sell and convey to School District No , the party of the second part, 

and their assigns forever, the following described parcel of land, namely : 
[Here insert description] ; together with all the privileges and appurten- 
ances thereunto belonging, to have and to hold the same to the said 
party of the second part, and their assigns, forever. And the said party 
of the first part, for themselves, their heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors do covenant, grant, bargain and agree, to and with tbe said party 
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of the second part, and their assigns, that at the time of the ensealing 
and delivery of these present?, they were well seized of the premises 
ahove conyeyed, as of a good, sure, perfect, absolute and indefeasible 
estate of inheritance in the law, in fee simple, and that the said lands and 
premises are free from all encumbrances whatever ; and that the above 
bargained premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the said party 
of the second part, and their assigns, against all and every person or 
persons lawfully claiming or to claim the whole or any part thereof, 
they will forever warrant and defend. 

In witness whereof, the said A B , and G D , his wifie, 

party of the first part, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this 
day of , A. D. 18,-. 



A B , [seal.] 

C D , [seal.] 



Signed, scaled, and delivered in presence or 

H— . I...., 



Remark 1. — ^It will readily be seen how the preceding form should be 
varied, in case the person giving a deed is unmarried. 

JSemark i, — In order to protect the district in its title to a site, the deed 
thereof must be recorded in the county register's office. 

BemuMrk S, — This form of a deed is given as brief and sometimes conven- 
ient. But the usual printed blank for a deed may be used. 



No. 31. 

Form of a Lease, 

[ See Section 59. ] 

Know all men by these presents, that A B , of the township of 

, in the county of , and State of Michigan, of 

the first part, for the consideration herein mentioned, does hereby lease 
unto School District No , in the township, county, and State afore- 
said, party of the second part, and their assigns, the following parcel of 
land, to wit : [Here insert description], with all the privileges and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging ; to have and to hold the same for and dur- 
ing the term of years from the day of , 

A. D. 18... And the said party of the second part, for themselves and 
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their assigns, do covenant and agree to pay the said party of the 

tirst part, for the said premises, the annual rent of dollars. 

In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands 

and seals, this day of , A. D. 18... 

A B , [seal.] 






Lessor, 
[seal.] 



District Board of School District No , <?/ the aforesaid Township. 

Sljinied and sealed in the presence of 

I..-. J...-, 
K.... L 

Bemarks. — If the district proposes to build of brick on a leased lot (a 
very improbable thing), it must have a lease for ninety-nine years ; and if 
it proposes to build a frame house, the lease must be for fifty or more 
years, or a clause inserted in the lease authorizing the district to remove 
the house. (Sec. 59.) 

A lease, like a deed, must be recorded in the register's office, in order 
to protect the district in its title to a site. 



'The lessor will probably want a copy of the lease. If so, a dnplicate should be 
made and signed as above, and placed on file with the director, to be delivered with 
-other papers of his office to his »nccessor. 



No. 33. 
Form of Warrant on the Township Treasurer for Library Moneys, 

[ See Sections 107, 109, and 116. 1 

To the Treasurer of the Township of , County of __, 

Michigan : 

Pay to the order of , the sum of dollars, from 

any library moneys now in your hands, or to come into your hands, the 
same being for library books purchased for the library of said township. 

Dated at , tliis day of ,18... 

A.... B...-, 
C-... D..-., 
E..-. F..-., 
TouTiship Board of School Inspectors. 

Bemark. — In case of a township having district libraries, the library 
monejs are payable to tlie districts, and on the order of the district 
officer?. (See i^orm 10.) 
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No. 28. 

Form of Bseelpt to be given hy the Assessor to the Township Treasurer for 

School Moneys, 

Received of A B , Treasurer of the township of , 

[here insert the amount of each fund separately], amounting to [here 

state the aggregate amount], for the use of School District Ko , in 

said township. 

Dated at , this day of ,18-_. 

Assessor of said District. 

Bemark, — If the warrant upon which tbc money is drawn is paid in 
fall, the treasurer Will preserve the warrant as his voucher, malting the 
above receipt unnecessary. If it is paid but in part, the amount should 
be fully indorsed on the warrant which will remain in the hands of the 
assessor ; and the treasurer should take tbe receipt for his own protec- 
tion. 



No. 24. 

Ubrm of Notice hy the Tomnship Clerk to Directors, of Moneys belonging ta 

the Districts. 

[ See Sections 97-98. ] 

A B , Director of School District No , Township of .• 

Sir — The amount of school moneys apportioned to School District 

No. , township of ,isas follows : 

Two-mill Tax $ 

District Taxes [name tbe amount of the several funds] 

Total $ 

Dated this dav of ,18... 

Clerk of Township. 



No. 25. 

Form of Contract for Building a School-House. 

[See Sections 21 and 69.] 

Contract made and entered into between A B , of the- 

township of , in the county of , and State of Mich- 
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igan , and C D , as director of School District No , of 

the township of , in the county of , and State of Mich- 
igan, and his successors in office. 

In consideration of the sum of one dollar in hand paid, the receipt 

Whereof is hereby acknowledged, and of the further sum of 

dollars, to be paid as hereinafter specified, the said A B 

bereby agrees to build a School-House, and to furnish the 

material therefor, according to the plan and specifications for the erec- 
tion of said house, hereto appended ; at such point in said district as the 
district board may designate. The said house is to be built of the best 
material, in a substantial, workman-like manner; and is to be com- 
pleted and deliyered to the said C D ,or his successor in 

office, free from any lien for work done or material furnished by the 

day of , 18 And in case the said house is not 

finished by the time herein specified, the said A B shall for- 
feit and pay to the said C D , or his successor in office, for 

the use of said district, the sum of dollars, and shall also 

be liable for all damages that may result to Eaid district in consequence 
of said failure. 

The said C D , or his successor in Office, in behalf of said 

district, hereby agrees to pay the said A B the sum of 

dollars, when the foundation of said house is finished ; and the 

further sum of dollars, when the walls are up and ready for 

the roof; and the remaining sum of dollars, when the said 

house is finished and delivered as herein stipulated. 

It is further agreed that this contract shall not be sub-let, transferred 
or assigned without the consent of both parties. 

Witness our hands this day of , 18 

A B , 

Contractor. 

C D 

Director. 

This is to certify that the feregoing contract was approved by the 

School Board of District No , of the township of , of the 

county of , and Stale of Michigan, this day of , 

18 

E F , 

Moderator. 
G H , 

A$9es9or 
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No. 20. 
;^ Form for Bevocation of Tecuiher^s CerUJkaie. 

[See Section 7, County Snperintcndent Act.] 

Office of County Superintendent of Schools, ) 

County of ^Michigan, ) 

To (he iev€T(U School Boards in the County of , Mwhigan: 

WHBBEA.S, The undersigned did, onlho day of , 

18.., execute and deliver to A B a certificate, aatborizing him 

to teach in the public schools of this county ; and, 

Whebeab, Upon due examination it has been made to appear that the 

said A B , in consequence of [here state the cause — whether 

gross negligence of duty, incompetency, or immorality], is unworthy 
longer to retain the same ; 

Now^ therefore^ In pursuance of the provisions of section 7 of the act 
'*To provide for County Superintendents of Schools" of the State of 
Michigan, the said certificate is hereby revoked. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name this 

day of , A. D. 18... 

C... D...., 
County Superintendent. 

Note, — A copy of the above revocation should be transmitted to the 
director of each school district in the county, and the directors should 
immediately notify the other members of the district board. The teacher 
should also be served with a copy. 



1^0. 27. 

Form of Application for a Teachers^ Institute. 

[See Section 1, Cliap. 142, Compiled Laws.) 

Office of County Superintendent of Schools, ) 
County , IS-..) 

To the Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
From satisfactory evidence on file in this office, I hereby certify that 

not less than teachers desire to assemble at , 

in the county aforesaid , on the day of , 18. . , for the purpose 

of holding a teachers' institute, to remain in session for a period of not less 
than five working days. 
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• 

the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate and Honse of Bepresentatives in Joint Convention. The 
members of said board heretofore appointed shall hold their 
offices for the term for which they were designated. At the 
session of the Legislature for the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty, and annually thereafter, the vacancies occurring shall be 
filled as above directed, by appointment, the term of which 
shall be three years. The Governor shall, by appointment, fill 
any vacancy that may occur when the Legislature is not in 
session ; such appointment to expire at the close of the next 
session of the Legislature. The Lieutenant Governor, the 
State Treasurer,] and the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion shall, by virtue of their office, be members of said board, 
and the latter shall be their Secretary, and shall keep an exact 
and detailed account of their doings. lie shall also commu- 
nicate such reports to the Legislature as are required by this 
act. The State Treasurer shall, by virtue of his office, be 
treasurer of said board, and the members thereof shall annu- 
ally elect one of their number president. And no member of 
said Board of Education shall, during his continuance in office 
as a member of said board, act as the agent of any publisher 
or publishers of school books, or school library books, or be, 
or • become interested in the publication or sale of any such 
books, as agent or otherwise. And the Governor of this State 
is hereby authorized and required, upon satisfactory evidence 
being produced to him that any member of said board is 
employed as such agent, or is interested in the manner afore- 
said> to remove such member of said board from office, and to 
appoint another member in his place to fill such vacancy* 
(3512.) Sec. 5. Said Board of Education shall have power 
to appoint a principal and assistant to take charge of said 
school, and such other teachers and officers as may be required 
in said school, and fix the salary of each, and prescribe their 
several duties. They shall also have power to remove either 
the principal, assistant, or teachers, and to appoint others in 
their stead. They shall prescribe the various books to be 
used in said school, and shall make all the regulations and 

* The parts of section 4, inclnded in brackets, were Tirtnally repealed by Section 9, 
▲rtide 18 of the State ConsUtation, adopted 1850. See page 6. 
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by-laws necessary for the good governmenb and management 
of the same. . 

(3513.) Sec. 6. Said board shall also establish an experi- 
mental school in connection with the iNTormal School^ and 
shall make all the regulations necessary to govern and support 
the same^ and may, in their discretion^ admit pupils free of 
charge for tuition. 

(3514.) Sec. 7. Said board shall have power^ and it shall 
be their duty, from time to time, as the means at their disposal 
may warrant, to provide suitable grounds and buildings, imple- 
ments of husbandry and mechanical tools, either by purchase 
or lease, for the puipose of more effectually and experiment- 
ally carrying out the provisions of the second section of this 
act, " To give Instruction in the Mechanic Arts, and in the 
Arts of Husbandry and Agricultural Chemistry.^' 

(3515.) Sec. 8. As soon as said Normal School is prepared 
to receive pupils, the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
shall give notice of the fact to each county clerk in the State, 
and shall publish said notice in a newspaper published in 
each Senatorial district. 

(3516.) Sec. 9. The Board of Education shall ordain such 
rules and regulations for the admission of pupils to said 
school as they shall deem necessary and proper. Every appli- 
cant for admission shall undergo an examination in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the board; and if it shall 
appear that the applicant is not a person of good moral char- 
acter, or will not make an apt and good teacher, such appli- 
cant shall be rejected. The Board of Education may, in their 
discretion, require any applicant for admission to said school 
— other than such as shall, prior to such admission, sign and 
file with said board a declaration of intention to follow 
the business of teaching primary schools in this State — ^to 
pay, or secure to be paid, such fees for tuition as to said board 
shall seem reasonable. 

(3517.) Sec. 10. Any person may be admitted a pupil of 
said school who shall pass a satisfactory examination : Pro- 
videdy That the applicant shall, before admission, sign a 
declaration of intention to follow the business of teaching 
primary schools in this State: And provided further, That 
pupils may be admitted without signing such declaration of 
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intention, on sach terms as the Normal School Board may 
prescribe; and that each county shall be entitled to send 
pupils in the ratio of the Bepresentatives in the Stat^ Legis- 
lature to which it may be entitled, not to exceed sach number 
as the board may prescribe. 

(3518.) Sec. 11. After said school shall have commenced 
its first term, and at least once in each year thereafter, it shall 
be visited by three suitable persons, not members, to be 
appointed by the Board of Education^ who shall examine 
thoroughly into the affairs of the school, and report to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction their views with regard 
to its condition, success and usefulness, and any other matters 
they may judge expedient. Such visitors shall be appointed 
annually. 

(3519.) Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, once at least in each term, to visit said 
school ; and he shall annually make to the Legislature a full 
and detailed report of the doings of the Board of Education, 
and of all their expenditures, and the moneys received for 
tuition, and the prospects, progress, and usefulness of said 
school, including so much of the report of said visitors as he 
may deem advisable. ^ 

(3520.) Sec. 13. Lectures on chemistry, comparative anat- 
omy, astronomy, and mechanic arts, agricultural chemistry, 
and on any other science, or any branch of literature that the 
Board of Education may direct, may be delivered to those 
attending said school, in such manner, and on such terms and 
conditions as the Board of Education may prescribe. 

(3521.) Sec. 14. As soon as any person has attended said 
institution twenty-two weeks, said person may be examined in 
the studies required by the board, in such manner as may be 
prescribed; and if it shall appear that said person possesses 
the learning and other qualifications necessary to teach a good 
common school, said person shall receive a certificate to that 
effect from the principal, to be approved by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction. 

(3522.) Sec. 15. The Board of Education ©hall have the 
power and authority to demand and receive the sum or sums 
donated and subscribed by the citizens of Ypsilanti and its 
vicinity, in such manner as said board may prescribe, and 
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apply the same to the erection and completion of the neces- 
sary buildings, the purchase of the necessary books, apparatus, 
furniture, and fixtures, and for various other incidental 
expenses to be incurred by said board, in pursuance of the 
provisions of this act; and if any surplus shall remain^ to 
apply the same in defraying the expenses of conducting said 
school. And any deficit T^hich may arise in the erection and 
completion of said buildings and purchases aforesaid, shall be 
paid out of the principal to be received on the sale of lands 
hereinafter mentioned, not to exceed the sum of ten thousand 
dollars. Such sum shall be paid from time to time on the 
warrant of the Auditor General, to be drawn in pursuance of 
the certificate of the superintendent of building, or secre- 
tary of the board, and countersigned by the president of the 
Board of Education ; and no sach certificate shall be issued 
until work shall be done, or services rendered, or buildings 
erected, or books, apparatus, fixtures, or furniture, purchased 
for the Normal School, under the direction of the Board of 
Education, entitling the applicant to such certificate, accord- 
ing to a contract or agreement with said board for that pur- 
pose, or for services and expenses of the board or some mem- 
ber thereof, in connection with the selection of the site, or 
the erection of the Normal School buildings, or the improve- 
ment of the grounds. 

(3523.) Sec. 16. The ten sections of salt spring lands, 
located by the Board of Edacation under the provisions of sec- 
tions fifteen and sixteen of "An act to establish a State Nor- 
mal School," approved March twenty-eight, eighteen hundred 
and forty-nine, together with the fifteen sections of salt spring 
lands located under the provisions of section sixteen of said act, 
and all such lands as may be granted by Gongress^.or received 
or set apart (in any manner) in lieu of any portion of said land 
to which the title may prove insufficient, and all donations, in 
land or otherwise, to the State in trust, or to the Board of 
Education, for the support of a Normal School, shall constitute 
a fund, to be called the Normal School Endowment Fund, and 
shall be reserved from sale until the same shall be appraised. 
The minimum price of said lands shall be four dollars per acre ; 
and it shall be the duty of the officer authorized to sell said 
lands, to cause the same to be appraised as soon as practicable, 
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in the manuer provided for the appraisal of other lands. 
None of said lands shall be sold for less than the mini- 
mnm price fixed by law. It shall not be necessary to appraise 
any of said lands which have heretofore been appraised nnder 
existing provisions of ]aw; and the proceeds of sales of any of 
said lands heretofore appraised and sold^ shall constitute a 
part of the fund herein provided. After such appraisal, such 
land shall be and remain subject to sale at the State Land 
Office, as is now, or shall be hereafter provided by law ; and 
the principal shall be and remain a perpetual fund for the use 
of said institution (except as herein provided). The install- 
ments of principal paid by the purchasers shall be paid into 
the State Treasury; and the interest thereon from the time of 
its receipt, or from the time of the preceding computation of 
interest, as the same [case] may be, shall be computed by the 
Auditor General and State Treasurer, at the close of each fiscal 
year, at the rate of six per cent per annum, and together with 
all interest paid by purchasers of any portion of said lands, 
shall be passed to the credit of the Normal School Interest 
Fund, to be drawn therefrom upon the warrant of the Auditor 
General, issued in pursuance of a certificate of the Board of 
Education, signed by their secretary and countersigned by 
their president, that the money is due and payable to the 
principal of the Normal School, or his assistants, or teachers, 
or oflScers employed, or to the members of the board, or the 
Board of Visitors, as herein authorized, or for necessary inci- 
dental expenses in the support or maintenance of said school, 
or some of its departments. 

(3524.) Sec. 17. Said funds shall be under the direction and 
control of the Board of Education, subject to the provisions 
herein contained. The treasurer of said board shall pay out 
of the proper fund all orders or drafts for moneys to be 
expended under the provisions of this act. Such orders or 
drafts to be drawn by the Auditor General, on the certificate 
of the secretary, countersigned by the president of the board. 
N« such certificates shall be given, except upon accounts aud- 
ited and allowed by the board at a regular meeting. 

(3525.) Sec. 18. The services, and all necessary traveling 
and other expenses, already or hereafter to be incurred by any 
member of the Board of Education, or the Board of Visitors, 
shall be paid on the proper certificate out of any funds belong- 
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ing to said institution in the hands of the treasarer, until the 
erection and completion of the necessary buildings. The 
principal^ assistants, teachers, and other officers employed in 
said school, shall be paid out of the Normal School Interest 
Fund, and from receipts for tuition; and the services and 
expenses of the Board of Education, after the erection of the 
necessary buildings, and other expenses incident to said 
institution, shall be paid for out of the Normal School 
Interest Fond, in the same manner, as near as may be, as is 
required in regard to moneys drawn for the payment of the 
principal or other teachers. The members of the Board of 
Education and the Visitors, shall be entitled to two dollars per 
day for their actual services, and to their necessary traveling 
and other expenses. 

(3526.) Sec. 19. For the purpose of rendering more efficient 
their organization, and to enable them the more fully to carry 
into effect the provisions herein contained, the members of the 
Board of Education, now holding their offices under the pro- 
visions of "An act to establish a State Normal School," 
approved March twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and forty- 
nine, and their successors in office, are hereby constituted a 
body politic and corporate, by the name of "The Board of 
Education," for the purposes herein contemplated, and subject 
to such modifications as may be made thereto, and in that 
name shall have perpetual succession, and shall be, and they 
are hereby empowered to purchase, have, hold, possess, and 
enjoy to themselves and their successors, lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, goods, chattels, and effects of every kind, and 
the same to grant, alien, sell, invest, and dispose of, to sue 
and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in all courts in this 
State, to have and to use a common seal, and the same to 
change, alter, and renew at pleasure, and to make such 
by-laws and regulations as they may deem proper for the well 
ordering and government of said corporation and the trans- 
action of its business: Provided^ The same be not repugnant 
to the Constitution or laws of this State or of the United 
States. 

(3527.) Sec. 20. Said corporation shall be subject to the 
provisions of chapter fifty-five of the revised statutes of 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, so far as the same can apply, 
and are not inconsistent with the provisions of this act. They 
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shall have power to transact all necessary business at any 
meeting, a qaorum being present ; and meetings may be called 
in such manner as their by-laws may provide, and a quoram 
shall consist of a majority of the members. The first meet- 
mg nnder this act may be held at such time and place as may 
be directed by the secretary, and no publication of notice 
thereof shall be necessary ; and the attendance of a quorum 
shall render yalid the proceedings of such meeting. AH pro- 
cess against said corporation shall be served on the president 
or secretary thereof. 

(3528.) Sec. 21. Sections four, fifteen, and sixteen of " An 
act to establish a State Normal School," approved March 
twenty-eigth, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and all of the 
provisions of said act, and the act supplementary thereto, 
which are inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are 
hereby repealed. 

(3529.) Sec. 22. This act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and the Legislature may at any 
time alter, amend, or repeal the same by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present in each House. 

NOKMAL SCHOOL DIPLOMAS. 
[Act Passed in 1857— As AmeDded in 1871.] 

(3530.) Section 1. The State Board of Education is author- 
ized to grant to such students as shall have completed the full 
course of instruction in the State Normal School, and shall 
have been reconimended by the Board of Instruction, a diploma, 
which, when signed by the members of the Board of Educa- 
tion, and by the Board of Instruction, shall be evidence that 
the person to whom such diploma is granted is a graduate of 
the State Normal School, and entitled to all the honors and 
privileges belonging to such graduates. 

(3531.) Sec. 2. The Board of Instruction of the Normal 
School shall give to every graduate receiving such diploma, a 
certificate which shall serve as a legal certificate of qualifica- 
tion to teach in the primary schools of any township in this 
State, when a copy thereof shall have been filed or recorded in 
the office of the county superintendent of common schools. 
Such certificate shall not be liable to be annulled except by 
the Board of Instruction, but its effect may be suspended in any 
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county^ and the holder thereof may be stricken from the list 
of qualified teachers in such county, by the county superin- 
tendent of common schools for the county in which said town- 
ship may be situated, for any cause and in the same manner as 
he now is by law authorized to revoke certificates given by 
himself; and in case there be no such county superintendent 
for the county in which such township is situated, then the 
said certificate so given by the Board of Instruction may be 
suspended in any such township, and the holder thereof 
stricken from the list of qualified teachers in said township, 
by the school inspectors for said township, for any cause that 
authorizes them"to annul a certificate given by themselves, 
and such suspension in either case shall continue in force 
until revoked by the authority suspending it 



THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. 



AN ACT to provide for the Government of the State 

University. 

[Compiled Laws, page 1168.1 

(3481.) Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enacts That the institution established in this State, and 
known as the Uniyersity of Michigan, is continued under the 
name and style heretofore used. 

(3482.) Sec. 2. The University shall provide the inhabitants 
of this State with the means of acquiring a thorough knowl- 
edge of the yarious branches of literature, science, and arts. 

(3483.) Sec. 3. The government of the University is vested 
in the Board of Eegents. 

(3484.) Sec 4. The Board of Eegents shall constitute the 
body corporate, with the right, as such, of suing and being 
sued, of making and using a common seal, and altering the 
same. 

(3485.) Sec. 5. The Eegents shall have power to enact ordi- 
nances, by-laws, and regulations for the government of the Uni- 
yersity ; to elect a president, to fix, increase, and reduce the reg- 
ular number of professors and tutors, and to appoint the same, 
and to determine the amount of their salaries: Provided, 
That there shall always be at least one professor of home- 
opathy in the department of medicine. 

(3486.) Sec. 6. They shall have power to remove the pres- 
ident, and any professor or tutor, when the interest of the Uni- 
versity shall require it. 

(3487.) Sec. 7. They shall have power to appoint a secre- 
tary, librarian, treasurer, steward, and such other officers as 
the interests of the institution may require, who shall hold 
their offices at the pleasure of the board, and receive such 
compensation as the board may prescribe. 

21 
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(3488.) Bec. 8. The University shall consist of at least three 
departments : 

1. A department of literature, science, and the arts; 

2. A department of law; 

3. A department of medicine ; 

4. Snch other departments may be added as the Regents 
shall deem necessary, and the state of the University fund 
shall allow. 

(3480.) Sec. 9. The Eegents shall provide for the arrange- 
ment and selection of a course or courses of study in the Uni- 
versity, for such students as may not desire to pursue the 
usual collegiate course, in the department of literature, sci- 
ence, and the arts, embracing the ancient languages, and to 
provide for the admission of such students without previous 
examination as to their attainments in said languages, and for 
granting such certificates at the expiration of such course or 
term of such students, as may be appropriate to their 
respective attainments. 

(3490.) Sec. 10. The Regents shall make provision for 
keeping a set of meteorological tables at the University, after 
the forms adopted and furnished by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, the record of which shall be transmitted with their 
report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall 
embody the same in his report. 

(3491.^ Sec. 11. The immediate government of the several 
departments shall be entrusted to the president and the 
respective faculties; but the Regents shall have power to reg- 
ulate the course of instruction, and prescribe, under the advice 
of the professorship, the books and authorities to be used in 
the several departments; and also to confer such degrees and 
grant such diplomas as are usually conferred and granted by 
other similar institutions. 

(3492.) Sec. 13. The fee of admission to the regular Uni- 
versity cours3 in the department of literature, science, and 
the arts, shall not exc3ed ten dollars, buh such course or 
courses of instruction as may be arranged under the provis- 
ions of section nine of this act, shall be open without fee to 
the citizens of this State. 

(3493. Sec 13. The University shall be open to all persons 
resident of this State, without charge of tuition,^ under the 
regulations prescribed by the Regents; and to all other per- 
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sons under each regnlations and restrictions as the board 
may prescribe. 

(3494.) Sec. 14. The moneys received from such source shall 
be paid to the treasurer, and so much thereof as shall be nec- 
essary for the purpose, shall be expended by the Regents in 
keeping the University buildings in good condition and repair, 
and th e balance shall be appropriated for the increase of the 
library. 

(3495.) Sec. 15. The Board of Begents shall make an exhibit 
of the affairs of the University, in each year, to the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, setting forth the condition of the 
University and its branches; the amount of receipts and 
expenditures ; the number of professors, tutors, and other oflS- 
cers, and the compensation of each; the number of students 
in the several departments, and in the different classes; the 
books of instruction used ; an estimate of the expenses for the 
ensuing year ; together with such other information and sug- 
gestions as they may deem important, or the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction may require, to embody in his report. 

(3496.) Sec. 16. From the mcrease arising from the interest 
of the University fund, the Board of Regents may erect, from 
time to time, such buildings as are necessary for the uses of 
the University, on the grounds set apart for the same ; but no 
such buildings shall be erected until provision shall be made 
for the payment of the existing indebtedness of the Univer- 
sity, nor until one branch of the University shall be established 
in each judicial circuit of the State. 

(3497.) Sec. 17. The Board of Regents shall have power to 
expend so much of the interest arising from the University 
fund, as may be necessary for the improving and ornamenting 
the University grounds, for the purchase of philosophical, 
chemical, meteorological, and other apparatus, and to keep the 
same in good condition. 

(3498. 1 Sec. 18. As soon as the income of the University 
interest fund will admit, it shall be the duty of the Board of 
Regents to organize and establish branches of the University, 
one at least in each judicial circuit or district of the State, 
and to establish all needful rules and regulations for the gov^ 
ernment of the same. They shall not give to any such branch 
the right of conferring degrees, nor appropriate a sum exceed- 
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ing fifteen hundred dollars, in any one year, for the support of 
any such branch. 

(3499.) Sec. 19. The Eegents may establish and organize a 
branch or branches, by the creation of a trusteeship for the 
local management of the same, or they may in their discretion 
select for a branch, nnder the restrictions aforesaid, any char- 
tered literary institution in the State. 

(3500.) Sec 20. The meetings of the board may be called 
in such manner as the Regents shall prescribe ; five of them 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business^ and 
a less number may adjourn from time to time. 

(3501.) Sec. 21. A Board of Visitors, to consist of three 
persons, shall be appointed biennially at the commencement 
of the collegiate year, by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. It shall be their duty to make a personal exam- 
ination into the state and condition of the University in all 
its departments and branches, once at least in each year, and 
report the result to the Superintendent, suggesting such 
improvements as they may deem important; which report 
shall be embodied into the report of the Superintendent. 

(3502.) Sec 22. The Regents and Visitors of the University 
shall each receive pay for the actual and necessary expenses 
incurred by them in the performance of their duties, which 
shall be paid out of the University interest fund. 

(3503.) Sec 23. All orders on the treasurer shall be signed 
by the secretary, and countersigned by the president. 

(3504.) Sec 24. Chapter fifty-seven of the Revised Statutes 
is hereby repealed. 

ACT passed May 11, 1846. 

(3505.) Sec. 1. The various specimens of geology, miner- 
alogy, zoology, botany, and all other specimens pertaining to 
natural history belonging to the State, and now deposited in 
the University buildings, be and the same are hereby trans- 
ferred to the Board of Regents of the University of Michigan, 
to be held by said Board of Regents in trust for the use and 
benefit of the said University and its branches ; and the said 
Board of Regents are hereby authorized to take, have, and 
enjoy the right, property, possession, and control thereof, and 
make such disposition of the said specimens as may be most 
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beneficial for the interests of the University and its branches 
aforesaid. 

ACT to provide for th^ appointment of two professors of 
homeopathy in the department of medicine of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, passed in eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three. 

Sectiok" 1. TJie People of the State of Michigan enact. That 
the Board of Eegents of the University of Michigan shall, on 
or before the fifteenth day of July in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seyenty-three, appoint, install, and there- 
after maintain two professors of homeopathy in the depart- 
ment of medicine of the University, to wit : One professor of 
theory and practice, and one professor of materia medica, who 
shall receive the like salary and be entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of other professors in said department of med- 
icine. 

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed. 
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AN ACT to reorganize the Agricjultural College of the State of 
Michigan, and to establish a State Board of Agriculture. 

[Approved March 15, 1861, Laws of 1861, p, 307.] 

(3532.) Section 1. Tlie people of the Slate of Michiqan 
enactf That a board is hereby constituted and established, 
which shall be known under the name and style of " The 
State Board of Agriculture." It shall consist of six mem- 
bers, besides the Governor of the State and the president of 
the State Agricultural College, who shall be ex officio members 
of the board. At their annual meetings in the fall of the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and every second year there- 
after, each county agricultural society in the State may nom- 
inate a person for member of the board, and from the persons 
80 nominated, the Governor, by and with the consent of the 
Senate, on or before the third Wednesday of January of each 
biennial session, shall appoint two members of the board to fill 
the vacancies that shall next occur, which vacancies shall be 
80 filled that at least one-half of the appointed members of 
the board shall be practical farmers. The certificate of the 
president and secretary of any county agricultural society, 
that such society is legally organized, and has held at least two 
annual fairs, shall be evidence to the Governor of their right 
to nominate a member for the board. Any other legally- 
organized agricultural society that embraces at least ten town- 
ships of land, ghall be entitled to the provisions of this act. ^ 

(3533.) Sec. 2. The State Board of Agriculture shall be a 
body corporate, capable in law of suing and being sued, of 
taking, holding, and selling personal and real estate, of con- 

' As amended by Act 160 of the Lawi of 1871, p. 801, approred April 17, 18T1. 
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tracting and being contracted with, of having and using a 
corporate seal, and of caasing to be done all things necessary 
to carry ont the provisions of this act. 

(3534.) Sec. 3. Any vacancy in the said board, caused by 
death, resignation, or removal from the State, may be filled by 
a majority of the members. A majority shall be a quorum 
for the transaction of business. The members of the board 
shall receive no per diem compensation for their services, but 
shall be paid their traveling and other expenses while employed 
on the business of the board. 

(3535.) Sec. 4. They shall meet quarterly, at the State Agri- 
cultural College, viz: on the last Wednesdays of February, 
May, August, and November of each year, and may meet at 
such other times and places as they may determine. 

(3536.) Sec. 5. At their first meeting the members shall 
choose one of their number as president of their own board. 

(3537.) Sec. 6. At their first meeting, or as soon after as 
a competent and suitable person can be obtained, they shall 
choose a secretary of the board. If chosen from their own 
number, a vacancy shall be thus created in the board. A 
treasurer shall also be chosen at their first meeting, who may 
or may not be from the members of their board, as they shall 
determine. They shall take such bonds from the secretary 
and treasurer as shall be deemed adequate to secure the faith- 
ful performance of their duties by those respective oflBcers. 
The secretary and treasurer shall be chosen biennially, and 
shall hold their offiaes for two years from the last Wednesday 
of February, or until their successors are chosen. 

(3538.) Sec. 7. The board shall direct the disposition of any 
moneys appropriated to the State Agricultural College. 

(3539.) Sec. 8. The secretary of the board shall reside at 
or near the Agricultural College, and keep his office at the city 
of Lansing, in the State buildings, or at the Institution, as the 
hoard shall direct. It shall be his duty to keep a record of 
the transactions of the State Board of Agriculture, and of the 
State Agricultural College and Farms, which shall be open at 
all times to the inspection of any citizens of this State. He 
shall also have the custody of all books, papers, documents, 
and other property which may be deposited in his office, 
including specimens of the vegetable and animal kingdoms of 
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the State or counties; also, keep and file all reports which may 
be made from time to time by county and State agricultural 
and horticultural societies, and all correspondence of the oflSce 
from other persons and societies appertaining to the general 
business of husbandry ; address circulars to societies, and the 
l3est practical farmers in the State and elsewhere, with the 
^iew of eliciting information upon the newest and best mode 
"of culture of those products, vegetables, trees, etc., adapted to 
the soil and climate of this State ; also, on all subjects con- 
nected with field culture, horticulture, stock-raising, and the 
dairy. He shall encourage the formation of agricultural socie- 
ties throughout the State, and purchase, receive, and distrib- 
ute such rare and valuable seeds, plants, shrubbery, and trees, 
as it may be in his power to procure from the general govern- 
ment and other sources, as may be adapted to our climate and 
soils. He shall also encourage the importation of improved 
breeds of horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, and other live stock, and 
the invention and improvement of labor-saving implements 
of husbandry, and diffuse information in relation to the same. 
He shall encourage such domestic industry and household arts 
as are calculated to promote the general thrift, wealth, and 
resources of the State. To effect those objects he shall cor- 
respond with the Patent Oflice at Washington, and representa- 
tives of our national government abroad, and if possible, pro- 
cure valuable contributions to agriculture from those sources. 
He shall aid, as far as possible, in obtaining contributions to 
the museums and the library of the State Agricultural Col- 
lege, and thus aid in the promotion of agriculture, science, 
and literature. 

(3540.) Sec. 9. The seeds, plants, trees, and shrubbery 
received by the secretary, and not needed by the college, shall 
be, so far as possible, distributed equally throughout the State, 
and placed in the hands of those farmers and others who will 
agree to cultivate them properly, and return to the secretary's 
office a reasonable proportion of the products thereof, with a 
full statement of the mode of cultivation, and such other 
information as may be necessary to ascertain their value for 
general cultivation in the State. Information in regard to 
agriculture may be published by him, from time to time, in the 
newspapers of the State, provided it does not involve any 
expense to the State. 
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(3541.) Sec. 10. The secretary shall report to the Legisla- 
ture, at every regular session thereof, aud to the Govemor on 
the first Wednesday in January in each year when the Legis- 
lature is not in session, which report shall embrace all such 
statements, accounts, statistics, prize essays, and other inform- 
ation relative to agriculture in general, proceedings of the 
State Board of Agriculture, of the State Agricultural College 
and Farm, of the State Agricultural Society, and of the county 
and district agricultural societies, to be approved by the board, 
and shall cause to be printed six thousand copies of said report 
for the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and the same 
number for each year thereafter. Two thousand copies of said 
report shall be placed in the hands of the Secretary of State, 
for disbursement through the Department of State, and four 
thousand copies shall be placed at the disposal of the State 
Board of Agriculture; one thousand copies of the same to be 
distributed by the secretary of the said State Board of Agri- 
culture as the board shall direct, and the remaining three 
thousand copies of the same shall be distributed by the first of 
June in each year, by the secretary of the board, to the secre- 
taries of all the various county and district agricultural socie- 
ties, as equally as may be according to the population of said 
counties, to be by said secretaries distributed among the 
various viewing committees of county and district fairs, giving 
one volume of such report to each of said committees who 
shall be present and discharge the duties of his office on the 
days of the county and district fairs. And if, after distribu- 
ting to the said committees, there shall be any of said report 
left in the said secretaries' hands, they shall distribute them 
as equally as may be among the farmers of their respective 
counties.^ 

(3542.) Sec. 11. The secretary shall receive, as a compensa- 
tion for his services, a salary of one thousand dollars per 
annum, to be paid quarterly from the State Treasury, in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the payment of the 
salaries of State officers. 

(3543.) Sec. 12. The sum of twelve hundred dollars per 

1 Ab amended by Act 28 of the Laws of 1807, p. 8T, approred and took effect Febmair 

n, 1867. 
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annnm, for the years eighteen hundred and sixty-one and 
sixty-two, or so mach thereof as may he esteemed necessary by 
the State Board of Agriculture, is also hereby appropriated to 
meet the expenses which may be incurred in the purchase and 
transportation of seeds, postage, and the other contigent 
expenses of the oflBce of the secretary, and also necessary to 
pay the expenses of the board in attendance upon their 
duties. 

(3544.) Sec. 13. The State Agricultural School, established 
by act number one hundred and thirty, Session Laws of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, in obedience to section eleven 
of article thirteen of the Constitution, shall be known by the 
name and style of "The State Agricultural College." The 
design of the institution, in fulfillment of the injunction of 
the Constitution, is to afford thorough instruction in agricult- 
ure, and the natural sciences connected therewith. To effect 
that object most completely, the institution shall combine 
physical with intellectual education, and shall be a high sem- 
inary of learning, in which the graduate of the common school 
can commence, pursue, and finish a course of study, terminat- 
ing in thorough theoretic and practical instruction in those 
sciences and arts which bear directly upon agriculture and 
kindred industrial pursuits. 

(3545.) Sec. 14. No student shall be admitted to the institu- 
tion who is not fifteen years of age, and who does not pass a 
satisfactory examination in arithmetic, geography, grammar, 
reading, spelling, and penmanship. 

(3546.) Sec. 15. The course of instruction shall embrace the 
English language and literature, mathematics, civil engineer- 
ing, agricultural chemistry, animal and vegetable anatomy 
and physology, the veterinary art, entomology, geology, and 
such other natural sciences as may be prescribed, technology, 
political, rural, and household economy, horticulture, moral 
philosophy, history, book-keeping, and especially the applica- 
tion of science and the mechanic arts to practical agriculture 
in the field. 

(3547.) Sec. 16. A full course of study in the institution 
shall embrace not less than four years. The State Board of 
Agriculture may institute winter courses of lectures for others 
than students of the institution, under necessary rules and 
regulations. 
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(3548.) Sec. 17. The academical year shall consist of not 
less than nine calendar months. This academical year may 
be divided into sucli terms by the State Board of Agricnltare 
as, in their judgment, will best secnrC' the objects for which 
the college was founded. The board may, at any time, tem- 
porarily suspend the college in case of fire, the prevalence of 
fatal diseases, or other unforeseen calamity. ^ 

(3549.) Sec. 18. Three hours of each day shall be devoted 
by every student of the college to labor upon the farm, and 
no person shall be exempt except for physical disability. By 
a vote of the Board of Agriculture, at such seasons and in 
such exigencies as demand it, the hours of labor may be 
increased to four hours, or diminished to two and one-half 
hours. 

(3550.) Sec. 10. The State Board of Agriculture shall be 
vested with discretion to charge tuition or not as they may 
deem most conducive to the interests of the institution, unless 
acts of the Legislature, making appropriations for its support, 
shall otherwise direct. The board may make discriminations in 
regard to tuition between students, from this State and from 
other States. One-third of the tuition charged for the acad- 
emic term shall be paid in advance, and shall be forfeited in 
case the student abandons the institution. 

(3551.) Sec. 20. The State Board of Agriculture shall have 
the general control and supervision of the State Agricultural 
College, the farm pertaining thereto, and lands which may be 
vested in the college by State legislation ; of all appropriations 
made by the State for the support of the same, and also the 
management of any lands that may hereafter be donated by 
the general government to this State, in trust for the promo- 
tion of agriculture and industrial pursuits. The board shall 
have plenary power to adopt all such ordinances, by-laws, and 
regulations, not in conflict with this act, as they may deem 
necessary to secure the successful operation of the college and 
promote its designed objects. 

(3552.) Sec. 21. It shall be the duty of the State Board of. 
Agriculture to choose a president of the State Agricultural 
College before the commencement of the next term of the 

> VId« note to section 1 of this act. 
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institution ; they shall then proceed to choose such professors, 
tutors, and employes, as the necessities of the institution 
demand. In case of vacancy in the office of president, or in 
case a suitable man cannot be selected, the president of the 
State Board of Agriculture, or such member of the board as 
shall be designated by them, shall be president pro tern, of the 
college^ who shall receive such compensation for his services 
as the board shall determine. 

(3553.) Sec. 22. The board shall fix the salaries of the presi- 
dent, professors, and other employes, and prescribe their 
respective duties. The board may remove the president or 
subordinate officers, and supply all vacancies. 

(3554.) Sec. 23. The board shall have power to regulate the 
course of instruction, and prescribe, with the advice of the 
faculty, the books to be used in the institution ; and also to 
confer, for similar or equal attainments, similar degrees or 
testimonials to those conferred by the University of Michigan. 

(3555.) Sec. 24. The president, professors, farm manager, 
and tutors shall constitute the faculty of the State Agricult- 
ural College. The president of the college shall be the pres- 
ident of the faculty. The secretary of the State Board of 
Agriculture shall be a member and secretary of the faculty. 

(3556.) Sec. 25. The faculty shall pass all needful rules and 
regulations necessary to the government and discipline of the 
college, regulating the routine of labor, study, meals, and the 
duties and exercises, and all such rules and regulations as are 
necessary to the preservation of morals, decorum, and health. 

(3557.) Sec. 26. The faculty shall have charge of the labo- 
ratories, library, and museums of the institution. 

(3558.) Sec. 27. The faculty shall make an annual report by 
the first Wednesday of December of each year, to the State 
Board of Agriculture, signed by the president and secretary, 
containing sueh information and recommendations as the wel- 
fare of the institution, in their opinion, demands. Any mem- 
bers of the faculty may make a minority report if they disa- 
gree with the conclusions of the majority, which the faculty 
shall communicate to the board. No communication at any 
other time, from members of the faculty, shall be entertained 
by the board, unless they have been submitted to a meeting of 
the faculty and sanctioned by a majority. 
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(3569.) Sec. 28. The president shall be the chief executive 
officer of the State Agricaltural College, and it shall be his 
dnty to see that the rules and regulations of the State Board 
of Agriculture, and the rules and regulations of the faculty^ 
be observed and executed. 

(3560.) Sec. 29. The subordinate officers and employes, not 
members of the faculty, shall be under the direction of the 
president, and, in the recess of the board, removable at hisdis* 
cretion, and he may supply vacancies that may be thus or 
otherwise created. His action in these respects shall be sub- 
mitted to the approval of the State Board of Agriculture at 
their next meeting. 

(3561.) Sec 30. The president may or may not perform the 
duties of a professor, as the State Board of Agriculture shall 
determine. If he performs the duties of a professor, or in 
case the duties of president are exercised by a president pro 
tern,, a superintendent of the farm may be appointed, who 
shall have the general superintendence of the business per- 
taining to the farm, the land, and other property of the insti- 
tution, and who shall be a member of the faculty. 

(3562.) Sec. 31. The president and secretary, together with 
the superindent of the farm, if there be one, and in case there 
is not one, then one of the professors to be elected by the fac- 
ulty, shall constitute a committee to fix the rate of wages 
allowed to students, and rate of board. In assessing the board, 
it shall be so estimated that no profit shall be saved to the 
institution, and as near as possible at the actual cost. The 
rates of wages allowed, and rate of charge for board, shall, if 
practicable, be submitted to the State Board of Agriculture 
before they take effect. 

(3563.) Sec. 32. For current expenditures at the State Agri- 
cultural College, specific sums shall be set aside, in the hands 
of their treasurer, by the State Board of Agriculture, which 
shall be subject to the warrants of the president of the col- 
lege, countersigned by the secretary. All moneys due to the 
institution or received in its behalf shall be collected and 
received by the secretary, and deposited by hini with the 
treasurer of the State Board of Agriculture. The secretary 
shall, with his annual report, render a full and complete 
account of all moneys received and all warrants drawn on the 
treasurer, as secretary of the college, and shall file and pre- 
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serve all vouchers, receipts, correspondence, or other papers 
relating thereto. 

(3564.) Sec. 33. All agricaltural operations on the farm shall 
be carried on experimentally, and for the ipstruction of the 
students, and with a view to the improvement of the science 
of agriculture in the State of Michigan. To this end, the 
State Board of Agriculture shall cause to be published in their 
annual report, — 

First, A statement of the number of fields under cultiva- 
tion on the College Farm, their number as recorded on the 
farm plat, with the number of acres of arable land in each 
field, the kinds of crops raised, the number of acres of each 
kind, and the number of the field on which they were raised ; 

Second, The manner of preparation of the soil for the 
various crops, methods of seeding or planting, kind and variety 
of sped used, manner of cultivation, and harvesting ; 

Third, The several kinds, and a description of all imple- 
ments used in the various stages of the different crops, with 
reports on their utility and adaptation for the purposes used; 

Fourth, The time of preparation of the soil, sowing, plant- 
ing, cultivating and harvesting, and a general statement of the 
weather, and its influence upon the several crops; 

Fifth, The kinds of manures used, and crops and fields, or 
parts of fields, to which they were applied, the time and man- 
ner of application, and tlie several results; 

Sixth, A detailed and systematic account of the number of 
days' work, of ten working hours each, of men and teams, m 
the production of each separately treated crop; said statement 
of labor to be in three divisions: first up to the time the seed 
is deposited in the ground; secondly, during cultivation; 
thirdly, while harvesting and fitting the crop for market; 

Seventh, A full and accurate statement of the yield per acre, 
by weight or measure, of all crops raised on the farm, dis- 
tinguishing between the several kinds of treatments, as to 
manures used, depth of plowing, difference of cultivation, time 
of harvesting, kind or variety of seed used.^ 

(3565.) Sec. 34. All the swamp lands granted to the State of 
Michigan by act of Congress, approved September twenty- 
eighth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, situate in the 
•townshipsof Lansing and Meridian, in the county of Ingl^m, 



> Vide note to 9oction 1 of this act. 
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and Dewitt and Bath, in the county of Clinton, of which no 
sale has been made, or for which no certificates of sale have 
been issued by the Commissioner of the Land Office, are here- 
by granted and vested in the State Board of Agriculture and 
placed in the possession of the State Agricultural College, for 
the exclusive use and benefit, of the institution, subject only 
to the provisions relating to drainage and reclamation of 
the act of Congress donating the same to the State. 

(356G.) Sec. 35. The State Board of Agriculture shall have 
authority to sell and dispose of any portions of the swamp 
lands mentioned in the preceding section of this act, and use 
the same or the proceeds thereof for the purpose of draining, 
fencing, or in any manner improving such other portions of 
said lands as it may be deemed advisable to bring under a high 
state of cultivation for the promotion of the objects of the 
State Agricultural College. The terms and conditions of the 
sale of the portions of the above-described lands thus disposed 
of shall be prescribed by the State Board of Agriculture, and 
deeds of the same, executed and acknowledged, in their official 
capacity, by the president and secretary of the State Board of 
Agriculture, shall be good and valid in law. 

(3567.) Sec. 36. David Carpenter, of Lenawee county; 
Justus Gage, of Cass county ; Philo Parsons, of Wayne county ; 
Hezekiah G. Wells, of Kalamazoo county ; Silas A. Yerkes, of 
Kent county, and Charles Rich, of Lapeer county, are hereby 
constituted and appointed the first State Board of Agricult- 
ure. At their first meeting, which the Governor of the State 
is hereby authorized and directed to call at as early a day as 
practicable, they shall determine by lot their several periods of 
service, two of whom shall serve for two years, two of whom 
shall serve for four years, and two of whom shall serve for six 
years, respectively, from the third Wednesday of January last 
past, when they are superseded by appointments, in accordance 
with the provisions of section one of this act, or until their 
successors are chosen. 

(3568.) Sec. 37. Act number one hundred and thirty. Ses- 
sion Laws of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, being an act for 
the establishment of a State Agricultural School, and all other 
acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act, 
are hereby reijealed. 
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« 

AN ACT to establish a military school in connection with the 

Agricultural College. 

[ Approved March 20^ 1863, Laid of 1865, p. 364,] 

(3569.) Section 1. The people of the Stale of Michigan enacty 
That in addition to the course of instruction already provided 
by law for the Agricultural College of this State, there shall 
be added military tactics and military engineering. 

(3570.) Sec. 2. The State Board of Agriculture are hereby 
authorized and required to make such additional rules and 
regulations for the government and control of the Agricult- 
ural College, as may be necessary to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of section one of this act 

(3571.) Sec. 3. The State Board of Agriculture shall, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Governor, the Adjutant 
General, and Quartermaster General, procure, at the expense 
of the State, all such arms, accoutrements, books and instru- 
ments, and appoint such additional professors and instructors, 
as, in their discretion, may be necessary to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act: Provided, That nothing in this act 
shall be construed to authorize the incurring of any indebted- 
ness against the State, or the expenditure of money beyond 
the appropriations made to the Agricultural College. 



INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING. 



AS ACT to provide for the incorporation of institutions of 

learning. 

(Compiled Laws, p. 1060. ) 

(3134.) Sectiok 1. ^ The People of the State of Michigan enact y 
That any number of persons, not less than five, may become 
a corporation for the purpose of founding and establishing a 
college, seminary, academy, or other institution of learning, 
by complying with the provisions of this act. When stock, 
legacies, bequests, or donations to the amount of thirty thou- 
sand dollars for any such college, or two thousand dollars for 
any such seminary, academy, or other institution of learning 
so intended to be founded and established, shall be in good 
faith subscribed or given, and fifty per cent thereon actually 
paid in as herein required, such persons may elect trustees for 
such college, seminary, academy, or other institutions of learn- 
ing; and thereupon said trustees shall severally subscribe 
articles of association, in which shall be set forth the name, 
character, and object of the corporation; the amount of 
capital stock so subscribed, bequeathed, donated or given, and 
the amount paid in ; the names and place of residence of the 
trustees; the length of time they shall continue in oflSce, not 
to exceed thirty years ; the manner in which their successors 
shall be elected, who shall not be less than five nor more than 
thirty-five, and the place where such college or other institu- 
tion shall be located. Said articles of association, when sub- 
scribed as aforesaid, shall be filed in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State; but such articles shall not be filed until there 
is annexed thereto an affidavit made by at least three of such 
trustees, that the amount of stock required by this section has 
been in good faith subscribed and that fifty per cent thereon 

1 As amended in 1878. 
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has been paid in ; and thereupon the persons who have sub- 
scribed said articles, with such other persons as may from 
time to time become donors to such institution, or, if such 
articles of association so declare, the trustees elected as herein 
provided shall be a body corporate and politic, capable of 
suing and being sued, and may have a common seal, which 
they may make and alter at pleasure, and be capable in law of 
receiving by gift, subscription, bequest, will, donation or 
device, and of purchasing, holding, and conveying any real 
estate or personal property whatsoever, for the purpose of 
founding, establishing and conducting any such college, sem- 
inary, academy or other institution of learning, and may alter 
or amend said articles of association, such alteration or 
amendment not being inconsistent with the foregoing provis- 
ions of this section. But in case of alteration or amendment 
they shall, within twenty days thereafter, file a copy of such 
amendment, duly certified by said trustees, with the Secretary 
of State. 

(3135.) Sec. 2. A copy of any such articles of association 
filed in pursuance of this act, with a copy of the affidavit 
annexed thereto, and certified by the Secretary of State to be a 
copy, shall, in all courts and places, be presumptive evidence 
of the incorporation of such institution, and of all the facts 
therein stated. 

(3136.) Sec. 3. The trustees of any college or seminary 
incorporated under the provisions of this act, besides the gen- 
eral powers and privileges of a corporation, shall have power, — 

Firsts To elect their own chairman or clerk ; 

Second^ Upon the death, resignation, or other vacancy in 
the office of any trustee, to elect another in his place ; 

Thirdy To declare vacant the seat of any trustee who shall 
absent himself from five successive meetings of the board; 

Fourth, To take and hold, by gift, grant, or devise, any real 
or personal property, the annual income or revenue of which 
shall not exceed twentv-five thousand dollars ; 

Fifth, To sell, mortgage, let, or otherwise use such prop- 
erty, in such manner as they shall deem most conducive to 
the educational interests of such corporation ; 

Sixth, To direct and prescribe the course of study and dis- 
cipline to be observed in the college, seminary or academy : 
Provided, That no religious test whatever shall be required of 
any pupil in such institution ; 
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Seventh, To appoint a president, professors, tutors, and such 
other officers and agents as they may deem necessary, whd 
shall hold their offices during the pleasure of the trustees ; 

Eighth, To grant such literary honors as are usually granted 
by any such college or similar institutions in the United 
States, and in testitnony thereof to give suitable diplomas, 
under their seal, and the signatures of such officers of the 
institution as they may deem expedient: Provided, That the 
course of study pursued in such college be, in all respects, as 
thorough and comprehensive as is usually pursued in similar 
institutions in the United States; 

Ninth, To ascertain and fix the salaries of the president, 
professors, and other officers and agents ; 

Tenth, And to make all ordinances and by-laws necessary 
and proper to carry into eflfect the foregoing powers. 

(3137.) Sec. 4. Every diploma granted by such trustees 
shall entitle the possessor to all the immunities which, by 
usage or statute, are allowed to possessors of similar diplomas 
granted by any similar institution in the United States. 

(3138.) Sec. 5. The trustees of any academy incorporated 
under the provisions of this act, besides the general powers 
and privileges of a corporation, shall have power, — 

First, To take and hold, by gift, grant, subscription, 
bequest, or devise, any jproperty, personal or real, the annual 
income or revenue of which shall not exceed four thousand 
dollars; 

Second, To sell, mortgage, let, or otherwise use and dispose 
of such property for the benefit of such academy ; 

Third, To direct and prescribe the course of study and dis- 
cipline in such academy ; 

Fourth, To appoint a treasurer, clerk, principal, and such 
other officers and agents as they shall deem necessary, who 
shall hold their offices during the pleasure of the trustees ; 

Fifth, To ascertain and fix the salaries of all the officers of 
the academy; 

Sixth, To make all ordinances and by-laws necessary to 
carry into effect the foregoing powers. 

(3139.) Sec. 6. Any institution incorporated under the pro- 
Tisions of this act, shall be always subject to the visitation 
and examination of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
and also to a Board of Visitors (three in number), to be 
annually appointed by said Superintendent; and said Visitors 
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shall report to said Superiufcendent as soon after an examiaa- 
«tion as practicable. 

(3140.) Sec. 7. The trustees of any institution incorporated 
under the provisions of this act, shall apply all funds and 
property belonging thereto, according to their best judgment, 
to tiie promotion of its objects and interests : Providedy That 
any gift, bequest or donation to such institution for any spe- 
cific object, shall be faithfully applied to the object specified 
by such donor. 

(3141.) Sec. 8. The trustees of any institution incorporated 
under the provisions of this act, may require the treasurer, 
and all other officers and agents, before entering upon the 
duties of their respective offices, to give bonds and securities 
in such sums as they may deem proper and sufficient. 

(3142.) Sec. 9. Such trustees shall be required, on or 
before the first day of December, annually, to report to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, a statement of the 
name of each trustee, officer, teacher, and student of such 
institution, with a statement ot its property, the amount of 
stock subscribed, donated and bequeathed, and the amount 
actually paid in, and such other informatio n as will tend to 
exhibit its condition and operations. And said trustees shall 
be severally and jointly liable for all the labor performed for 
the corporation; but no execution shall issue against any trus- 
tee, till an execution against the corporation shall have been 
returned unsatisfied, in whole or in part ; and no such trus- 
tee shall be thus liable, unless suit for the collection of such 
debt shall have been brought against said corporation within 
one year after such debt shall have become due. 

(3143.) Sec. 10. Service of legal process on any such corpo- 
ration, may be made on any one of the trustees thereof, if 
such trustee be in the county in which the institution is 
located; but if not, then by leaving a copy of such process 
with any officer in the employ thereof, at its principal place 
of business. 

(3144.) Sec. 11. Any institution of learning now in exist- 
ence in this State, whether incorporated or not, shall be enti- 
tled to all the benefits of this act, by complying with the pro- 
visions of this act ; and may, by a vote of the majority of 
such corporation or uncorporated company or association, or 
be taken according to the act of incorporation, by-laws, to 
other legal regulations thereof, determine to avail itself of 
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the provisions of this uct^ and to take and assame corporate 
name and powers thereunder, and may, by a like vote, transfer 
to snch corporation formed under this act, all its property, 
both real, personal, and mixed ; and thereupon said corpora- 
tion, to which such property is so transferred, shall take the 
same in the same manner^ to the same extent, and with the 
like eflFect as the same was previously owned and held by the 
corporation, company or association so transferring the same, 
and may, in its own corporate name, sue for and collect all 
debts, dues, demands, subscriptions, devises, and bequests 
thereof. The said corporation so taking such property as 
aforesaid, shall take the same subject to all liens, trusts, and 
limitations, both legal and equitable to which the same was 
subject before such transfer, and shall also be liable for all the 
debts and obligations of such previous corporation, company 
or association, and shall pay the same to the full extent of the 
value of such property at the time of so taking the same. 

(3145.) Sec. 12. Nothing in this act shall be construed as 
granting banking powers, or as allowing the business of 
brokerage, or any other powers not usually granted to or exer- 
cised by institutions for educational purposes. 

(3788.) Sectiok 1. ^ It shall be the duty of the president of the 
board of trustees of every organized academy, or literary, or 
collegiate institution, heretofore incorporated or hereafter to 
be incorporated, to cause to be made out by the principal 
instructor, or other proper oflScer, and forwarded by mail or 
otherwise, to the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, between the first and fifteenth days of December in each 
year, a report, setting forth the amount and estimated value of 
real estate owned by the coi*poration, the amount of other 
funds and endowments, and the yearly income from all sour- 
ces, the number of instructors, the number of students in the 
different classes, the studies pursued, and the books used, the 
course of instruction, the terms of tuition, and such other 
matters as may be specially requested by said Superintendent, 
or as may be deemed proper by the president or principal of 
such academies or institutes, to enable the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to lay before the Legislature a fair and full 
exhibit of the afikirs and condition of said institutions. 

1 Enacted March 4, 1889. 



STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR DEPENDENT 
AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN. 



AN ACT to establish a State Public School for dependent and 

neglected children. 

[ Approved AprU 17, 1871. Laws of 1871, p, S80, ] 

(3773.) Section 1. The people of the State of Michigan enacts 
That the Governor shall appoint three commissioners, for the 
purpose of selecting a suitable site and erecting thereon build- 
ings for a State School or temporary home for dependent and 
neglected children, such institution to be known as the " State 
Public School." 

(3774) Sec. 2. The said commissioners shall have power to 
receive proposals for the donation of land to the State for such 
site, and to receive the same by gift, or they may purchase 
such site if no proper location shall be given for that purpose, 
and they may receive proposals for donations of money or 
other securities, in behalf of this State, for the benefit of such 
School, and they may locate the same at such point as they 
shall deem for the best interests of this State. They shall 
receive no pay for their services under this act, except their 
traveling and other official expenses. That the Oovemor shall 
be ex officio a member of said board. 

(3775.) Sec. 3. That the deeds for such site shall be duly 
executed to the people of this State and delivered to the 
Auditor General, and the State Treasurer thereupon is hereby 
directed to pay, on the warrant of the Auditor General, to 
such grantor of whom such site shall be purchased, in case of 
the purchase of the same, such sums of money as may be 
required to pay for the site: Provided^ That not over two 
thousand dollars shall be paid for that purpose. That said 
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commissioners shall at their first meeting appoint from their 
number a secretary and treasurer. 

(3776.) Sec. 4. That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars for 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and fifteen thou- 
sand dollars for the year eighteen hundred and seyenty-three, 
is hereby appropriated for the purpose of carrying into eflTect 
tlie proTiBions of this act, which said sums the Auditor Qen- 
€ral shall add to and incorporate in the State tax for the years 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one and eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two^ and, when collected, shall be passed to the credit 
of the State Public School fund, and may be drawn by the 
treasurer of said commissioners upon warrants made by their 
secretary, approved by commissioners, and countersigned by 
the Governor. 

(3777.) Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the secretary of said 
commissioners to render quarter-yearly, to the Auditor Gen- 
eral, accounts current of all cash transactions, and all moneys 
received, with the proper vouchers ; and no money shall be 
drawn by virtue of this act by said commissioners unless they 
shall have first filed with the Auditor General an estimate and 
statement, showing the purpose for which such money is 
required. 

(3778.) Sec. 6. The said commissioners shall have the super- 
intendence of the grounds, and the design and construction of 
the necessary buildings, with power to appoint an architect, 
superintendent, and other necessary agents and assistants, and 
to fix the compensation for their services, subject to the appro- 
val of the Govrnor. The principal building shall have a 
capacity for not less than one hundred children. 

(3779.) Sec. 7. Said commissioners, before they enter upon 
the duties of their ofSce, shall each take and subscribe the 
constitutional oath of office, and file the same in the office of 
the Secretary of State, and the treasurer of said commissioners 
shall give his bond to the people of this State in the penal 
sum of ten thousand dollars, with two or more sufficient sure- 
ties approved by the Governor, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of the duties required of him, and to properly 
account for all moneys received by him under this act. 

(3780.) Sec. 8. When the State Public School shall be 
finished, the said commissioners shall make under their hands 
a certificate thereof, which shall be transmitted to the Gover- 
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nor, who shall thereupon give public notice that the same is 
ready for the reception of dependent and neglected children. 
That after the completion of State Public School building, 
and until the last day of the session of the Legislature next 
succeeding such completion^ said commissioner shall have the 
control and government of said State Public School, with the 
same authority and duties as are given to the board named in 
section nine of this act. 

(3781.) Sec. 9. The general supervision and government of 
said State Public School shall be vested in a board of control, 
to consist of three members, who shall be appointed by the 
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
the members of which board shall hold their oflSces for the 
respective terms of two, four, and six years, from the last day 
of the session of the Legislature next after the completion of 
said State Public School building, and until their successors 
shall be appointed and qualified, said respective terms of office 
to be designated in their several appointments; and thereafter 
there shall be one of said board appointed every two years, 
whose term of office shall continue for six years, or until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. The members of said 
board shall constitute a body corporate, under the name and 
style of the " Board of Control of the State Public School," 
with the right of suing and being sued, of making and using 
a common seal, and altering it at pleasure. That said board 
of control shall have the power of taking and holding by pur- 
chase, gift, donation, device, or bequest, real or personal estate 
to be applied to the use of the institution. 

(3782.) Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the members of said 
board of control to meet annually at the State Public School 
on the second Wednesday of May in each year, and at said 
annual meeting they shall elect outside of their own body a 
treasurer, who shall hold his office for one year and until his 
successor shall be elected and qualified. The treasurer of said 
board of control shall give his bond to the people of this 
State, in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars, with two or 
more sufficient sureties approved by the Governor, conditioned 
for the faithful performance of the duties required of him, 
and to properly account for all moneys received by him under 
this act. It shall be their duty to meet once in four months 
on their own adjournments, and offcener if they shall deem 
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advisable. They shall establish a system of government, and 
make all necessary rales and regulations for said school for 
enforcing discipline, for imparting instruction, for preserving 
health, and generaUy for the proper physical, intellectual, and 
moral training of the children in such school. They shall 
appoint a superintendent and matron for said school, and all 
other such officers, teachers, and servants as they shall deem 
best, and prescribe their several duties and fix the compen- 
sation for their services, subject to the approval of the Gov- 
ernor. 

(3783.) Sec. 11. There shall be received as pupils in such 
school those children that are over four and under sixteen 
years of age, that are in suitable condition of body and mind 
to receive instruction, who are neglected and dependent, 
especially those who are now maintained in the county poor- 
houses, those who have been abandoned by their parents, or 
are orphans, or whose parents have been convicted of crime. 
The said board of control shall have power to receive any 
child under the age of four years or over sixteen years of age, 
and may reject any between the ages of five and sixteen years 
of age, whom they may for any cause deem improper inmates 
of such school. Ko pupil shall be retained in said school after 
arriving at the age of sixteen years, unless by consent of said 
board of control. 

(3784.) Sec. 12. The children in such school shall be main- 
tained and educated in the branches usually taught in com- 
eommon schools, and shall have proper physical and moral 
training. 

(3785.) Sec. 13. It is declared to be the object of this act to 
provide for such children only temporary homes until homes 
can be procured for them in families. It shall be the duty of 
such board of control to use all diligence to provide suitable 
places in good families for all such pupils as have received an 
elementary education; and any other pupils may be placed in 
good families on condition that their education shall be provi- 
ded for in the public schools of the town or city where they 
may reside. That said board of control are hereby made the 
legal guardians of all the children who may become inmates 
of said school, with authority to bind out any child to a pur- 
suit or trade during minority, under a contract insuring the 

24 
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child kind and proper treatment and a fair elementary eda- 
cation. 

(3786.) Sec. 14. That whenever there shall be suflSeient room 
for the reception of the class of children described in this act, 
in such State Public School, no such children shall hereafter 
be maintained in county poorhouses. That in receiving such 
children into such school, preference shall be given first to 
dependent and indigent orphans or half orphans of deceased 
soldiers and sailors of this State. 

The following sections were enacted in 1873 : 

(3787.) Sec. 15. As soon as the State Public School buildings 
are ready for the admission of inmates, and thereafter semi- 
annnally, and whenever inquired of by the superintendents of 
the poor, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the board of 
control, to notify the superintendents of the poor of each 
county, how many children of the county notified can be 
received in said School. That the admission for dependent 
children in said school shall be as near as practical divided 
among the several counties in proportion to the number of 
dependent children in each. That it shall be the duty of the 
superintendents of the poor of each county, to forward to said 
school any dependent and neglected children that are entitled 
by this act to admission thereto in the manner herein provided. 
All expenses attending the forwarding of such children and of 
the examination herein provided for, and of returning to the 
counties where they belong, children not entitled to admission, 
shall be defrayed by the county to which they belong, by the 
county treasurer out of the funds appropriated to the support 
of the poor belonging to such county after being allowed and 
certified by the county superintendents. 

Sec 16. Before the superintendents of the poor shall send 
any child to said school, they shall cause him to be brought 
before the judge of probate in the county where the child 
belongs, for examination by the judge of probate as to his 
alleged dependence ; and it shall be the duty of the superin- 
tendents of the poor of each county in the case of children in 
the poor-houses, or other children which shall be found in a 
state of want or suffering, or being abandoned or improperly 
•exposed, or children in any orphan asylum where the officers 
thereof desire to surrender them to the care of the State, 




STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 187 

whenever there shall be a vacancy for their county in said 
school, to bring such children before the said judge of pro- 
bate for said examination ; and it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the said judge of probate to investigate the facts in each 
case and ascertain whether such children are dependent; their 
ages, names, and residence of parents, and in what county poor- 
house or orphan asylum they have been kept, if any, and for 
how long a time ; and said judge of probate shall have power 
to compel the attendance of witnesses, and may in his discre- 
tion request the attendance of the prosecuting attorney on 
such examinations, and if so requested, it shall be the duty of 
such prosecuting attorney to attend in behalf of the county. 
The parents or any friend may appear in behalf of any child, 
and in his discretion the said judge of probate may request 
any supervisor of any town or ward, to appear in behalf of 
any child ; and if, on such examination, the said judge of pro- 
bate shall find that any child is dependent and neglected, he 
shall enter such finding by a proper order in the journal of the 
probate court in his office, and shall deliver to the superintend- 
ent of the poor procuring such examination, a certified copy 
of such order which shall contain, besides said findings, a 
statement of the facts so far as ascertained, as to the age of the 
child, names and residence of parents, and name of county 
poor-house or orphan asylum where the child has been main- 
tained, and the length of time of such maintenance; and in 
the case of the examination, of two or more children at the 
same time, only one order need be made ; and said certified 
copy of said order shall be delivered, with the child at said 
school, to the superintendent thereof. 

Sec. 17. It shall be the duty of said board of control to pro- 
vide and always keep open for inspection of all persons desir- 
ing to examine it, a book in which shall be registered the 
names and ages of the children received in said school, and 
the residence of parents as near as can be ascertained, in 
which book shall also be recorded the date when the child is 
received and when the child left the school, and whether the 
child was apprenticed, placed in a family, or otherwise, and if 
placed in a family, the name, residence, and occupation of the 
head of such family, and if apprenticed, to whom. 

Seo. 18. The said board of control is authorized to designate 
some officer, teacher, or other employe connected with said 
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school to act as agent thereof^ and who shall act in tha^ 
capacity during the pleasure of said board of control, and 
shall be known as the agent of the State Public School ; and 
his duties as such agent shall be prescribed by said board, and 
shall include the visiting as often and at such times as said 
board of control shall determine, any and all children placed 
in charge of any person by said board of control, to inquire 
into the condition of such children and make such investiga- 
tion as may be necessary in relation thereto, and report the 
same to said board of control ; to investigate all applications 
to take such children, by adoption or otherwise, to such suita- 
ble persons who are willing to adopt, take charge of, or other- 
wise take and keep any children sent to said school ; and to 
enter into a contract in writing in behalf and under the 
instructions of said board of control, with the persons taking 
such child; and all such contracts shall contain a clanse 
reserving to said board of control the right to withdraw the 
child from any person having him when in the opinion of the 
board the welfare of the child require it. The said agent, 
while acting as such, shall be paid his necessary traveling 
expenses by the treasurer of said board of control affcer being 
allowed and certified by said board of control. 
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(A.) 

MODE OF PROCEDURE AT DISTRICT MEETINGS. 

Attendance upon the school meetings of the district should 
be considered one of the most important of public duties 
And an earnest desire to secure concert of action, and har- 
mony of feeling, should be manifest in the order, regularity, 
and courtesy with which the proceedings are conducted. Sec- 
tion twenty-nine provides that the moderator shall preside at 
all meetings of the district. In case he is absent, some per- 
son will call the meeting to order, nominate a chairman, put 
the question, and declare the result. If the director be 
present, it will be proper for him to perform this duty, though 
any voter is competent to act. The person chosen to preside 
will secure the appointment of a clerk pro tem.y in case the 
director be absent. The chairman will not be deprived of his 
right to vote on any question submitted to the meeting. He 
may give a casting vote m case of a tie, or he may vote with 
the minority, when there is otherwise a majority of one in 
favor of any resolution, and thus make it a tie vote, which 
defeats the resolution, or he may vote upon a call of the yeas 
and nays when his name is reached. He can, however, cast 
but one vote upon the question. 

The chairman must put to vote every motion or resolution 
that is seconded, unless he deems such motion or resolution to 
be out of order, and so declares. If the person making the 
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motion regards the decision of the chairman erroneous, it is 
his right to appeal to the meeting firom such decision, and^ if 
the appeal is seconded, it is the duty of the chairman to put 
the question, " Shall the decision of the chair be sustained ? " 
In case the meeting refuses to sustain the decision, it is the 
duty of the chairman to put the original question : a refusal 
to do so is disorderly, and the meeting has power to select 
another person for chairman, who will conform to the decision. 
The motion for this purpose may be put by the director or per- 
son acting as clerk of the meeting, and the result should be 
declared by him. There is no code of rules for regulating the 
proceedings of district meetings, and hence that must be held 
to be legal to which a majority consents. The office of chair- 
man is to aid in ascertaining the will of the majority at the 
meeting. 

(Section 19.) " The qualified voters in such school district, 
when lawfully assembled, shall have power to adjourn from, 
time to time, as may be necessary." 

A motion to adjourn takes precedence of all others. A 
motion to adjourn indefinitely takes precedence of a motion 
to adjourn to a day fixed. If the first does not prevail, the 
question will then be put upon the second. If a majority are 
in favor of adjourning, they cannot withdraw from the meet- 
ing until the question of adjournment has been put and 
declared carried by the chairman, without leaving the minor- 
ity in possession of all the powers of the district. A motion 
to adjourn cannot be received after another question is actually 
put to vote, and while the meeting is engaged in voting upon 
it, but in such case the vote must be concluded, and the result 
announced by the chairman. If the meeting adjourns indefi- 
nitely, all questions pending are discontinued, and they can 
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be renewed only upon a fresh proposition ; but if the adjoorii:- 
ment is to a specified time, it is oaly a continuance of the 
sessionj and questions are to be taken up at the point they 
were left 

K a new body of voters appear before the meeting is 
adjonmedy any motion or resolution already passed may be 
reconsidered and rescinded; but after the adjournment^ as 
declared by the chairman, neither the same, nor another body 
of voters, can reorganize the meeting and pass any vote tt at 
shidl be binding on the district. 

When a resolution is to be repealed at the meeting at which 
it was passed, it is usually done by a motion to reconsider. The 
general rule is, that a motion to reconsider can only be made 
by a person who voted with the majority on the question, the 
reconsideration of which is proposed ; and this rule is a proper 
one for the chairman of the meeting to observe ; but, if on 
appeal from the decision of the chairman, a majority of the 
meeting choose to disregard the rule, it may be set aside. The 
usual rules governing deliberative or legislative bodies, are not 
binding upon district meetings, unless such meetings adopt 
said rules. 

The law now requires that all district officers shall be elected 
by balloi It is desirable that an informal ballot should pre- 
cede the formal ballot If a vacancy exists at an annual meet- 
ing, from any other cause than the expiration of the incum- 
bent's term, it is advisable that a resolution be passed declar- 
ing that such vacancy exists, and stating the ground on which 
the meeting regards the office vacant. It is for the meeting 
to judge in the first instance whether a vacancy exists, and 
although it may err in so declaring, the officer elected will 
be deemed an officer de facto, and his acts in relation to the 
! 25 
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pablic and tliird persons deemed valid, until his election is 
pronounced void by competent authority. It is important 
that all yacancies, existing at the time of the annual meeting, 
be filled by an election, otherwise they will be filled by appoint- 
ment which may prove less satisfactory. Officers elected at an 
annual meeting cannot be displaced by reconsidering or 
rescinding former proceedings at the same or an adjourned 
meeting. When an election has been had in due form, the elec- 
tive power of the district is exhausted, and the officers chosen 
at the annual meeting are the legal officers of the districts 
until by death, resignation, removal from the district, expira- 
tion of term, refusal to serve, or removal from office, a vacancy 
occurs, proper to be filled by election or appointment. And 
when a person entitled to hold office has been elected, and has 
not refused to serve, there is no power to take it from him, or 
debar him from assuming its duties. 

(B.) 

DUTIES AND POWEBS OF THE DISTRICT BOARD. 

Section S7 provides that the district board shall have the 
general care of the school, and may establish all needful regu- 
lations for its management. The rules and regulations should 
be only such as the good of the school seems to require. 
These should be comprehensive and reasonable, and be so 
framed as to aid the teacher rather than to supplant him. 
The teacher, in the school-room, becomes the executive officer 
of the board. He must govern the school under the law and 
according to such rules as are made in accordance therewith. 
The rules and regulations must guide him until they are set 
aside by competent authority. Section fifty-eight confers 
upon the board the power to suspend any pupil from the 



APPENDIX. 195 

privileges of the sohool for non-compliance with the rules 
established by them, or by the teacher with their consent. 
The right to attend a common school is a common, not an 
exclnsiye personal right. The Supreme Court of Massachu- 
setts (8 Cdsh. Mass. B. 164), says in reference to this right, 
^' Like other common rights {that of way for instance), it must 
be exercised under such limitations and restrictions that it 
shall not interfere with the equal and co-extensive rights of 
others. Take the case of a contagious disease: can it be 
doubted that the presence of a pupil infected could be lawfully 
prohibited, not for any fault, or crime, or wrong conduct, but 
simply because his attempt to insist on his right to attend, ' 
under such circumstances, would be dangerous and noxious, 
and so an interruption to the equal and common right." In 
the same case, the court held that school officers have a right 
to exclude a child for open, gross immorality, manifested by 
licentious language, manners and habits, though not manifested 
by acts of licentiousness or immorality within the school; for, 
says the court, " It is as necessary in the unreserved inter- 
course of pupils of the same school, as well without as within 
its precincts, to preserve the pure minded, ingenuous, and 
unsuspecting children of both sexes from the contaminating 
influences of those of depraved sentiments and vicious pro- 
pensities and habits, as from those infected with contagious dis- 
eases.'' While there can be no doubt that the board have the 
power to exclude a child, not for punishment merely, but for 
the protection of others from vicious influences that would 
defeat the object for which the school is organized, yet we are 
not to forget that humanity dictates that we deal gently with 
erring childhood. Education seeks to deter from vice, and 
also to reclaim those who have become vicious through 
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parental neglect or parental example. Bemonstrance and 
persuasion should be exhausted before suspension from school 
can be justified. Expulsion, which is a penal and final sep- 
aration from school, is justified only by such insubordination 
on the part of the pupil as to render it impossible to maintain 
order and discipline without excluding him. This power 
should be exercised, only after an earnest effort to avoid a 
resort to it. Teachers are not without infirmities, and their 
Tocation sometimes aggravates them; and it is the duty of the 
board to know that there has been no oppressive exercise of 
authority, which has led to the insubordination that is made 
the occasion of a punishment so severe. 

In case the board neglects to establish rules and regulations 
as provided for by law, the teacher is not therefore inhibited 
from managing and governing the school according to his 
best judgment, nor can any advantage be taken, of the fact 
that his rules have not been consented to by the board. In 
case of serious insubordination, he should call upon the board 
to sustain his authority ; and when so called upon, the board 
should be careful not to weaken his authority by criticising 
publicly his conduct. 

By section 57 the duty of the board to prescribe text-books 
is obligatory. Nothing, at present, so retards the successful 
progress of our schools in the rural districts, as a want of 
uniformity in text-books. Sudden and sweeping changes 
should generally be avoided, and only such be made as are 
needed to secure the desired uniformity. The board should 
determine, by resolution, what school books shall be used, and 
then, after duly recording the same and posting a copy in the 
school-room, they should see that the books adopted are intro- 
duced and used. While the power to select books is left by 
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law exclusively in the hands of the district board, it is, nerer- 
theless, very proper for them to consult with teachers in 
regard to the selection. This, as every other power conferred 
by law upon the district board, must be exercised by the 
board, meeting and deliberating at the same time and place, 
and not by one or two forming a determination and obtainin|^ 
the assent of the absent. The decision of a majority at a 
meeting properly called, is the decision of the board, but the 
decision of a majority or even of all three, under other cir- 
cumstances, is not the decision of the board. It is merely the 
concurrent opinion of the members of the board, and is no 
more the decision of the board than the concurrent opinion of 
the members of the Legislature, arrived at by taking their 
separate votes at their respective homes, would be an act of 
the Legislature. The law supposes that a majority may be 
convinced by a minority and change its determination, and 
therefore will not allow the majority to act without giving the 
minority due notice to participate. 

{Section 59.) The school district is a corporate body, and as 
such, has perpetual succession and existence in its corporate 
name, and the capacity to hold real and personal estate for its 
corporate .purposes. It possesses this power as a legal body, 
wholly distinct from the individuals which, from time to time, 
compose it. The district can act as a corporation only 
through its officers. The power to purchase or lease a site for 
a school-house, or to build, hire, or purchase a school-house, 
or to sell any school-house, site, or other property belongs 
exclusively to the district board. It is often the case that a 
building committee is appointed by the district to superintend 
the erection of a school-house. So far as a building commit- 
tee aid the board by their advice and service in carrying out 
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the wishes of the people of the district, there can be no 
objection. Bat the district board alone has the power to bind 
the district by a contract, written or verbal, and the district 
has no power to supersede them by appointing a building 
committee or any other agents. 

The district may, however, through a committee, procure 
plans and specifications for a school-house, and may select 
such plan as is deemed suitable, and limit the power of the 
district board to executing a contract for erecting a house 
according to the'plan and specifications adopted. This is the 
only way of controlling the district board. It rests with the 
board to accept or reject the work, unless the people, in dis- 
trict meeting, have appointed or provided for the appointment 
of other arbiters. This may be done, by directing it to be 
inserted in the contract with the builder, that the sufficiency 
of the materials and workmanship under the contract shall be 
determined by persons named in the resolution. A stringent 
contract, which in all cases should be in writing, with proper 
provisions for the adjustment of any questions that may arise 
under it, will relieve the district board from much personal 
responsibility and trouble, as well as prevent quarrels and per- 
haps litigation, which are in any event disastrous. [Appendix 
A. and B. embody opinions and decisions from Mass., Wis., and 
Iowa. S. L. Comp.] 

(C.) 

EXAMIKATION OF TEACHERS. 

Examiners should remember that the law demands that they 
inquire, not only into the applicant's literary qualifications, 
but also determine whether the applicant is "qualified in 
respect to good moral character and ability to instruct and 
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goyern a school." In the examination of teachers^ then^ it would 
be well to conduct a brief oral examination to ascertain the 
candidate's experience, special training, knowledge of element- 
ary principles, moral character, and adaptness for the work; 
and afterward to submit written and oral questions, embraciug 
a good number of topics on each of the branches of study 
required, and that a certain percentage of which must be sat- 
isfactorily answered to entitle the candidate to the certificate 
applied for. It would be well to preserve the manuscript of 
answers of every candidate, with^ an indorsement thereon of 
the class and grade of certificate granted ; also, make a publi- 
cation of the name, class, grade, and average standing of all 
those to whom certificates have been granted during the year. 
All questions to be answered by writing should be prepared 
with great care; they should be definite, involving principles 
rather than facts, and of sufficient number to test the knowl- 
edge of the candidate. Not only should all papers be pre- 
Berved by the examining officer, and so arranged that a ready 
reference may be made to them, but a record of all examina- 
tions should be kept, for reasons so apparent as not to require 
notice here. 

The law does not authorize the county superintendent, even 
in case of temporary absence or sickness, to deputize another 
person to discharge specific duties pertaining to his office ; yet, 
it would be very proper for him to invite township inspectors, 
or other persons of suitable qualifications, to aid him in his 
examinations, and thereby awaken a wider and deeper interest 
in the locality where the work is going on. 
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(D.) 

EMPLOYMENT OP TEACHERS. 

{Section 39.) " The district board shall hire such qualified 
teachers as may be required.'* The selection of a teacher by 
the school board should be made with great care, as it is diffi- 
cult to reject au ordinary teacher after an engagement is made 
and a contract executed. The prevailing practice has been, 
in our graded districts, to place the youngest, cheapest, and 
least experienced teachers in the primary schools. This is 
wrong, for it is in these schools that the foundation is laid for 
future scholarship and usefulness. Then, again, the work is 
more difficult, as it requires ceaseless watchfulness to keep 
employed and under proper discipline, and at the same time 
impart just such instruction as is adapted to the development of 
these young minds. Proficiency in the branches to be taught 
is but a small part of the qualifications of a good primary 
teacher. We want more tact, devotion to work, and much 
experience in these schools. 

GHAKGE OP TEACHEBS. 

The frequent change of teachers is a great hinderance to 
the improvement of our schools, operating with almost 
unvarying constancy from year to year, especially in the rural 
districts. It is evident that our school officers are not aware 
to what an extent these changes retard the progress of educa- 
tion in our schools. The rule should be, " Get good teachers, 
and then keep them as long as possible/' Every teacher com- 
mences his labors in a school with which he is unacquainted 
under very considerable disadvantages, which would not exist 
if he were not a stranger. Of necessity he must spend some 
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time in OTercoming them. He needs to acquaint himself with 
the diEfpositions, the capacities and attainments of his pupils, 
before he can begin the work of their instruction with 
advantage. It is also true that scholars cannot profit so much 
from the instructions of a stranger, other things being equal, 
as from those of one with whom they are acquainted. Their 
natural difSdence will have influence to prevent their improve- 
ment at first, and a mode of instruction different from that to 
which they have become accustomed, will operate in the same 
way. In this latter pai'ticular, teachers differ as much as in 
their manners, natural dispositions, and other personal quali- 
ties, and on these accounts they find it impossible, when they 
enter a strange school, to take up the process of instruction 
just where their predecessors left it. Hence, a considerable 
portion of a brief school term is often spent before teachers 
and pupils come to a good understanding, and get into work- 
ing condition. A teacher, between whom and the school there 
is a mutual acquaintance, has many important advantages 
over a change. He is familiar with the natural characteristics 
of his scholars, and this is a cardinal point in successful 
school teaching ; he knows their proficiency, and is prepared 
to carry the school forward with rapid progress from the day 
of its commencement. The subject should be more thoroughly 
considered by our district officers than it ever yet has been. 
If a teacher has been found competent and successful, that 
teacher ought by all means, if possible, to be retained. The 
difference of one or two dollars per week in wages ought not 
to have any weight against the obvious advantages of re-em- 
ployment In every department of business we recognize the 
evil of frequent change. Every business man considers a 
change of agents or clerks to be a serious evil ; sometimes, 
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however, it may be necessary, but the necessity is always 
regretted. So it should be in the case of schools; one good 
teacher even should not be changed for another, much less a 
certainty for an uncertainty. School officers when employing 
teachers should have reference to the question, if they may 
not be obtained for a succession of terms, providing they 
prove skillful, successful instructors. The permanent instruc- 
tor is placed in a very different situation from the one who 
expects to conduct the school under his charge only for a 
single term or two. In the latter instance he may feel that 
the responsibilities of a teacher are somewhat divided. If the 
school does not improve under his care, perhaps his successor 
will make amends for his delinquency, or his predecessor or 
successor will share with him the blame which he alone justly 
merits. But let the teacher understand that he may probably 
have the charge of the school under his care permanently (if 
he merits it), and he has more at stake. His reputation as a 
teacher will depend entirely on the wisdom of his plans, and 
their faithful execution. Let him but feel that the children 
under his care are to receive to a considerable extent their 
education at his hand, and there are many motives to more 
strenuous effort. 

(E.) 

INDOKSIKG CEBTIFICATES. 

"Does the indorsement by a county superintendent of a 
teacher's certificate, given by the superintendent of another 
county, render such certificate valid for the county where the 
superintendent so indorsing it resides ? '' It is the opinion of 
the Attoi*ney General of this State, that the certificate granted 
by the county superintendent has no force or effect except in 
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the coanty where granted, as section seven of the act to pro- 
vide for connty superintendents of schools expressly states. 
Section five prescribes that the coanty superintendent shall 
examine all persons offering themselves as teachers for the 
public schools. Section six provides that he shall grant cer- 
tificates in such form as shall be prescribed, &c., licensing as 
teachers all persons whom, on thorough and full examination, 
he shall deem qualified, etc. It is further prescribed : " No 
person shall be accounted a qualified teacher, etc, nor shall 
any school officer employ or contract with any person, etc., 
who has not such a certificate in force'' This must be con- 
strued to mean a certificate issued by the county superintend- 
ent of the county where the person proposes or seeks to teach. 
There are certain prescribed certificates good throughout the 
State. But the indorsement of a certificate, issued bv one 
county superintendent, by another superintendent, is not 
granting a certificate, and cannot have the force and effect of 
a certificate for any legal purpose in the county where indorsed. 
Each county superintendent should issue his certificate as 
prescribed by law. 

(F.) 

TEACHER^S AUTHORITY. 

The question is frequently discussed by school officers, 
parents, and teachers, as to the extent of the control which a 
teacher may legally exercise over his pupils in respect to 
time and place, it being contended by some that he has no 
concern with them in the way of authority or responsibility 
after school hours or beyond the school-house premises. 

The following positions, as general rules, in reference to this 
matter, are fully sustained in law. 



204 APPEsrmx. 

Firstj In the school room, the teacher has the exclasive 
control and supervision of his pnpils^ subject only to such 
regulations and directions as may be prescribed or given by 
the school board. 

Second^ The conduct of the pupils on any part of the prem- 
ises connected with the school-house or in the immediate 
vicinity of the same (the pupils being thus virtually under the 
care and oversight of the teacher), whether within the regular 
school hours or before or after them, is properly cognizable by 
the teacher. And any disturbance made by them or offences 
committed by them within this range, injuriously aflfecting in 
any way the interests of the school, may clearly be the subjects 
of reproof and correction by the teacher. 

Thirds In regard to what transpires by the way in going to 
and returning from school, the authority of the teacher may 
be regarded as concurrent with that of the parent. So far as 
offences are concerned for which the pupils committing them 
would be amenable to the laws, such as larceny, trespasses, 
etc., which come more particularly within the category of 
crimes against the State^ it is the wisest course generally for 
the teacher (whatever may be his legal power), to let the 
offenders pass into the hands of judicial or parental authority, 
.and thus avoid being involved in controversies with parents 
and others, and exposing himself to the liability of being 
harassed by prosecution at law. But as to any misdemeanors 
of which the pupils are guilty in passing from the school- 
house to their homes, which directly and injuriously affect the 
good order and government of the school, and the right 
training of the scholars, such as truancy, willful tardiness, 
quarreling with other children, the use of indecent and pro- 
fane language, etc., there can be no doubt that these come within 
the jurisdiction of the teacher, and are properly matters for dis- 
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eipline in the school. A recent decision in the Sapreme Conrt 
of Vermonty illustrates and fully accords with the foregoing 
positions. The court decided that such misdemeanors haye a 
direct and immediate tendency to iujare the school by snb- 
vertiDg the teacher's authority, and begetting disorder and 
insubordination among the pupils. The same doctrine is sub- 
stantially recognized in the decisions of Supreme Courts in 
some other States. Bespecting this and some other kindred 
topics, attention is called to the elaborate opinion of Chief 
Justice Shaw in the case (Sherman vs. the Inhabitants of 
Charleston; 8 Cushing's Hass. Reports, 160). The governing 
principle in all cases like the Vermont case is, that whatever in 
the misconduct of pupils under like circumstances^ as to time 
andplacCy etc., has a direct tendency to injure the school in its 
important interests, is properly a subject of discipline in the 
school. 

It is sometimes objected to the foregoing views that the 
responsibilities of teachers are in this way enlarged to an 
improper extent; that if their authority extends beyond the 
school-house limits and the school hoursj their responsibilities 
must be increased in a corresponding ratio. But to this it 
may be answered, that the matter is to have a reasonable con- 
struction ; that it cannot be expected that a teacher will follow 
his pupils into the streets to watch their conduct when beyond 
his view and inspection ; the extent of his duty in this respect 
can only be to take cognizance of such misconduct of his 
pupils, under the supposed circumstances, as may come to his 
knowledge incidentally, either through his own observation or 
other proper means of information. 

Fourth, Teachers may, at their discretion, detain scholars a 
reasonable time after the regular school hours, for reasons 
•onnected with the discipline, order or instruction of the 
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school. This practice has been sanctioned by general and 
immemorial usage among the schools, and by the authority 
and consent of school boards, expressed or implied, and has 
been found useful in its influence and results. ^ There is no 
law defining precisely the school hours^ as they are termed, or 
the hours within which the schools are to be kept. This is 
regulated by usage, or by the directions of the school boards, 
varying in different localities, and also in different seasons of 
the year. The practice under consideration, of occasionally 
detaining pupils after the regular school hours for objects 
connected with the school arrangements, rests precisely upon 
the same authority. The same superintending power that regu- 
lates and controls in the one case, does the same thing in the 
other ; yet, the right in question should always be exercised by 
teachers with proper caution^ and a due regard to the wishes 
and convenience of parents. It may be urged by way of 
objection to the practice in question, that if a teacher can 
detain a pupil a quarter of an hour, he can an hour or two 
hours, and indeed to any extent whatever without limitation. 
The answer to this is obvious — that the abuse of a practice is 
no argument against its general propriety and expediency; 
that teachers are supposed, like other agents, to be governed 
by reason and sound judgment in the performance of their 
duties, and if, in any case, they should grossly pervert the 
confidence and authority reposed in them in respect to this 
matter, they would, as in other like cases, be held responsible 
for the perversion. 




TAXATION OF DOGS. 



The law by which dogs were taxed one dollar per annara 
for the benefit of schools, was repealed at the last session of 
the Legislature, and an act passed requiring the owner of ererj 
dog to procure a license for keeping the same^ for which he is 
to pay, for every male dog one dollar, and for every female 
dog three dollars per annum, under a penalty of ten dollars. 
The money thus obtained is to constitute a fund in the several 
townships and citiies for the payment for sheep killed therein 
by dogs ; the surplus to be apportioned upon the scholar to 
the school districts. 

If this law is enforced, it cannot fail to bring a handsome 
revenue to the schools in the cities, where no sheep are kept, 
and more or less to the schools in the townships. Every tax- 
payer, therefore, is interested in having the law enforced. 



UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL LANDS. 



Afc the last session of the Legislature, the law relative to 
the terms of payment for UnlTersity and school lands was 
amended, whereby one-half, instead of one-fourth, of the pur- 
chase money must be paid down. The two amended sections 
are as follows : 

(3818.) Sec. 2. The terms of payment on the sale of Uni- 
versity and school lands, shall be fifty |7er centum of the pur- 
chase money to be paid at the time of the purchase, the bal- 
ance of the principal at any time thereafter at the option of 
the purchaser, with interest at the rate of seven per cent per 
annum on the unpaid balance payable on the first day of 
March, or within sixty days thereafter, in each and every year> 
at such place or places as shall be specified in the certificate of 
purchase: Provided, That before any of said lands shall be 
sold, the Commissioner of the State Land Office shall require 
the affidavit of at least two persons (accompanied by the cer- 
tificate of the supervisor of the township in which such lands 
are situated, as to the credibility of such persons), that such 
lands are not valuable chiefiy by or on account of timber 
thereon. 

(3823.) Seo. 7. The said commissioner shall, whenever it 
satisfactorily appears that the chief value of any parcel of land 
consists of pine or other timber, and that in his opinion the 
interest of the State will not be secured by a compliance with 
the terms of payment prescribed in the second section of this 
act, require full payment for the same. 



ABSTRACTS OF PECISIONS UPON THE 

SCHOOL LAWS, BY THE SUPREME 

COURT OF MICHIGAN. 



I. — Districts Created by the Legislature. 

School iospectors can make no changes to affect the hoandarles of a district estab- 
lished bjr ft special act of the Legislatore.— 17^ MieMgan, page StS. 

The Legislature, by a special act in 1867> organized a school 
district out of territory taken from three other districts in the 
township of Oshtemo, Kalamazoo county. The school inspect- 
ors of the township assumed that this did not affect their 
power under section 71 of the school laws, to "regulate and 
alter the boundaries " of districts ; and they proceeded to set 
the territory back to the original districts, and destroy the 
district organized by the Legislature. 

A bill was filed in the circuit court to restrain the inspectors 
from interference with the rights of the new district. 

"The material facts were admitted by stipulation, and it 
was agreed that the only question of law to be submitted was, 
whether upon the facts, the board of school inspectors had 
any power to re-district the township in such manner as to 
destroy the new district. The court decided that the district 
was legally constituted ; that the action of the inspectors com- 
plained of was unauthorized and void, and perpetually enjoined 
the inspectors and their successors from making any change 
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in the boundaries of the disfcrict, as established by the Legis- 
lature." 

Appeal was taken to the Supreme Court, which confirmed, 
the decision. 

Judge Oraves said : "It is very clear that the power claimed 
for the inspectors did not exist to the extent insisted on." 

"The act itself did not purport to vest any authority in the 
inspectors to dispense with the law^ and as the statute was the 
superior authority, it was beyond the power of the inspectors 
to destroy or invalidate its operation." 

On the question whether the inspectors could ever exercise 
jurisdiction over the boundaries of the district, the court said : 
'*^ As a corporation, it would stand by itself as an independent 
t5orporate existence, and deriving no vital support from the 
law under which inspectors form districts. The Legislature 
have not declared by this act, nor can it be implied from any 
other, when this period of exemption should terminate. It is 
a fair inference, then, that it was meant to be perpetual." 

II. — Property of a District, as Affected by the Iistcor- 
PORATION OF A City EMBRACiifG Part of its Territory. 

Township of Saginaw vs. School District No. 1 of the City of Saginaw.— d/A 

Michigan^ poffe 6U1. 

Manning, Judge. — " School district No. 1 of the township 
of Saginaw, was incorporated in 1837. In 1857 the city of 
Saginaw was incorporated, the city limits being wholly within 
the school district, and comprising about one-fourth of the 
district. A mill tax for schools had been levied and collected 
in the district the preceding year, and paid over to the town- 
ship treasurer, which the present action was brought to 
recover by the defendant in error, who was plaintiff in the 
court below. After the incorporation of the city, the officers 
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of the district asaamed to act as officers of school district No. 
1 of the city of Saginaw, for that part of the district com- 
prised within the city limits, and to change the name of the 
district from No. 1 of the township of Saginaw to No. 1 of the 
city of Saginaw. The city charter provides for the election 
of two school inspectors for the city, and also makes the 
recorder of the city ex officio a school inspector, thereby clearly 
indicating an intention to sever the city from district No. 1 of 
the township; and such, we think, was its effect. We are 
also of opinion that, while the charter took from the dis- 
trict a part of its territory, it in no other respect deprived it 
of any of its legal rights, which remained the same after as 
before. And that, however equitable it may be that the city 
should have its proportion of the mill tax, or other property 
belonging to the district when the severance took place, we 
know of no law giving it to the city, or under which it can be 
claimed by the city as a legal right. Provision is made by 
statute for such cases when a school district is divided, or a 
part of one district is set off to another, by a board of school 
inspectors, but the case does not come within the law. The 
question on the trial was one of law for the court to decide, 
and not of fact for the jury. The judgment must be reversed, 
with costs." 

That judgment (in the circuit court) was, that the city was 
entitled to its proportion of the mill tax levied and collected 
before its incorporation. The reversal decided that the por- 
tion of the district not taken into the city was still the 
district, entitled to all the property of the district. The infer- 
ence is, that the territory of the city when incorporated, was 
disorganized as a school district, or any part thereof, and must 
be re-organized by the inspectors of the city. 
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ni. — Eeection op New Townships, and Liability of- 

DiSTBIOTS FOB EXISTING DeBTS. 
.The People v. 'Rjtn.—lQffi Michigan, page t08. 

In 1863 the inspectors of Portage, Houghton county, organ- 
ized the entire township into a graded district, and at the 
annual meeting a tax of $5,000 was voted ; also an issue of 
bonds for $15,000. The creation of such a district was at that 
time illegal ; but the Legislature in 1864, legalized all the pro- 
ceedings ; but with a proviso that the inspectors might make 
such changes in the district as they should see fit. 

After the bonds were voted by the district, a portion of the 
township was set off and a new township organized by the 
name of Adams, the inspectors of which created a new dis- 
trict. The officers of the old district claimed that this was 
illegal without the consent of the board, under section 165 of 
the school laws ; but the Supreme Court held that the legal- 
izing act above referred to, was paramount to that section in 
its express proviso that the inspectors might create other dis- 
tricts. But the principal point decided was : 

That in the creation of a new township the inspectors might 
organize a new district ; and, as in the Saginaw case above, it 
was decided that the new city (or township) was entitled to 
none of the property of the district, it was here decided that 
it is liable for none of its debts. 

In 1867 the district in Portage voted taxes for current 
expenses and for payment of bonds to the amount of $19,600,. 
of which $3,088 would fall to the territory in Adams to pay> 
if it was in any way liable. The supervisor of Adams refused 
to assess it, and this decision of the court sustained him in the 
refusal. 

Judge Campbell said: "When, therefore, the statute of 
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1864> legalizing the erection of the township of Portage into 
a single district, provided farther that it should not prevent 
the school board of the township from creating new districts 
whenever they might find it expedient, it was eqaivalent to 
placing this district, except as to its internal management, on 
the same footing with ordinary districts, and giving to the 
school board the same power to divide it, that they would have 
had in case it had been a common district. In other words, it 
was so far made subject to the ordinary incidents of town 
authority. 

^^ As the school board of Portage township could not law- 
fully exercise power in another township, it followed that 
when the town of Adams was set off, that territory fell under 
control of the school board of Adams, and they have exercised 
their powers by organizing a new district, and have thereby 
severed it from the old graded district, if the organization of 
the town had not already done so ; upon which I am not clear, 
and express no opinion. 

"The liability to taxation for any school purpose must exist 
by statute before it can be enforced in the ordinary way. The 
statute of 1864 shows plainly enough that the Legislature then 
intended to make the whole of the original district responsi- 
ble for the loan made on its credit. But that law is not opera- 
tive in this case, and there is no other law providing for any 
such state of facts as we find here. Until some new law pro- 
vides some rule of apportionment, the courts cannot interfere 
to devise one." 

IV. — Waebauts for School Money ijot Negotiable. 

Fox V. Shipman.— i9^ Michigan^ page 918. 

The board of district No. 1, of Sheridan, Calhoun county, 
drew a proper warrant for school moneys, payable to th6 
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assessor^ S. R Geiger. The treasurer endorsed his acceptance 
upon the warrant, and the assessor endorsed it, — ^''Pay to the 
bearer the within order/' Wm* D. Fox demanded payment, 
and sued the treasurer before a justice of the peace^ who gave 
a verdict for the defendant. The case was taken to the circuit 
court which gave a judgment of non-suit. 

" The Supreme Court held that the warrant, or school order, 
— as the bearer of which the plaintiff brought his action, — 
was not a negotiable instrument ; that it was an official order 
made by public officers — the moderator and director of the 
school district (Laws of 1867, p. 43, Sec. 53), — upon another, 
the township treasurer to pay a sum of money to still another, 
the assessor, who is the disbursing officer of the district ; the 
duties of each of which are defined by the statutes ; that the 
paying and receiving the money were official acts, performed 
in the execution of official trusts, and that the treasurer was 
under no obligation to pay the money to any other person than 
the assessor named in the warrant. 

" The judgment of the court below was affirmed with costs." 



V. — Meetings of School Inspectors Bequibb ten days' 
Notice, and said Notice must state the Object op the 
Meeting. No Business Inconsistent with the Notice 
IS Lawful. 

J. J. Passage et al. vs. the School Inspectors of WilliamstowD.— 19 MicAigan^ p. SSO, 

Campbell, J. 

*^ The certiorari on this case brings up the proceedings of 
the respondents, whereby they re-organized certain school dis- 
tricts. 

''The complaint is based on alleged irregularities, in not 
giving legal notice of their meetings, and in adjourning the 
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meeting for a^eek, — the bnBiness being done at the adjonmed 
meeting. 

" Notice was duly given of a meeting to be held January 
30th^ 1869^ but at what hour is not mentioned in the notice^ 
for the specific purpose of forming a new district out of cer- 
tain lands named, none of which belonged to the relators^ 
On January SOth, the board met and changed the boundaries 
of two districts, not including in the change any of the lands^ 
mentioned in the notice. The board then adjourned until 
February 6th, on which day nine school districts were 
re-organized, and the lands of the relators, which were in the 
ninth district, were thrown into different districts. 

"The respondents claim they were not bound to give notice 
of their meetings, and that they have plenary power in the 
premises. We think this is not so. By the law, as it stood 
prior to the enactment of the statute creating county super- 
intendents, it was provided by section 91 of the Primary 
School Law, that whenever the board met for the purpose of 
altering school districts, they should cause the like notice to be 
given as was required for meetings to examine teachers — (Sec- 
tion 91). This clearly required the notice to show the ol)ject 
of the meeting. The statute just referred to, repealed the 
law requiring teachers to be examined by the board [exce|)t 
in counties having no county superintendent], and it became 
necessary, therefore, to amend section 91, which was done by 
providing that the *' township shall give at least ten days pub- 
lic notice of any meeting of the board, by posting such notice 
in three public places in the township." This was the same 
notice previously required, and no change was made in its 
character. The repeal of other sections had made this new 
enactment necessary to supply the omission. 
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'' The notice actually given was inconsistent with the basi- 
ness done at both meetings^ and no one reading it could have 
supposed the board would have attempted any such proceed- 
ing as is shown by their return. Selators could not^ if they 
had seen the notice, have anticipated any action which could 
have affected their interests. 

"It maybe doubted whether, under the statute, any adjourn- 
ment, except from day to day, to conclude the current business 
is lawful. But, without deciding the question, we are satisfied 
that no business, inconsistent with the notice, could lawfully 
be done at either meeting. 

" The proceedings of the board in re-organizing the districts 
were unlawful and must be quashed." 

Remarks. — School inspectors will see from the above, that 
the Supreme Court will hold them to a strict compliance with 
the letter of the law in their organization of districts. And 
we may well infer from this decision, that in creating or alter- 
ing fractional districts, the several town clerks must post the 
notices in their several townships, and any action had must 
be fully completed at the meeting. 

VL— Former Debts of Districts when United. 

Brewer v. 'Palmer.—lSth Michigan, page 10k. 

Where two districts arc nnitcd, the district so formed, is alone liable for the prior 
debts of each. 

Campbell, J. 

" Plaintiff sued defendant for neglecting, as supervisor, to 
levy a tax on the district formerly known as school district 
No. 5 of the township of Almena, Van Buren county. The 
suit, on which judgment was obtained against district Ko* 5, 
was commenced in December, 1858, by service upon the 
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prox)er officer, if one existed, and judgment was taken bj 
defaalt. Judgment was given in this case for the defendant, 
on the ground that district No. 5 had ceased to exist. 

" The power which was formerly, in People vs. Davidson, 2 
Douglas B. 121, said to haye been implied in the board of 
inspectors of each town, to combine school districts, was 
afterward granted expressly by section 92 of the school laws, 
which was in force when the action of the town authorities of 
Almena was had, in uniting the districts referred to. By that 
action the territory was all made to embrace but one district. 
The statute is yery clear upon this point. But the question 
whether, by the change of limits, either of the old organiza- 
tions become entirely extinct for all purposes, is one of some 
ii^portance. It is difficult to maintain that the Legislature 
could haye designed to extinguish all claims which had arisen 
upon the faith of a corporate authority in the old districts ; 
and it may, perhaps, be questioned whether such impairing of 
contracts could be lawfully permitted by the Legislature, to 
be accomplighed at the uncontrolled discretion of town offi- 
cers. We are not at liberty to assume that any such result 
should be accepted, without a strict necessity for such a con- 
clusion. 

'*The only statutory provisions expressly referring to 
changes in the boundaries of districts, apparently refer to 
partial changes, although the language may admit of a broader 
application. But we may, at least, derive from these provis- 
ions some light upon the character of these corporations. 
And when we consider that the power to combine districts 
was originally derived from the expressed power to change 
and regulate boundaries, there is reason to believe that these 
provisions were meant to reach all cases. When any change 

28 
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is made, by adding to one district any part of another, that 
district which retains the school-house of the divided district 
is made liable to refund to the portion set off from it, the 
proportion of the latter in the value of the property retained ^ 
less its proportion of debts, which were chargeable upon the 
whole district, as it was before the division. In other words, 
it is evident that the district retaining the school-house is the 
corporation liable for the debts, and retains the entire cor- 
porate rights and powers. And where this district has, at the 
same time, been augmented from another, the district, as 
augmented, obtains these rights, and incurs these obligations* 
(See sections 75 and 78, school laws.) When two districts are 
annexed, without any other change in their boundaries, the 
mere fact that one number is preferred to another, does not 
change the real character of the annexation. Applying the 
rules just referred to, it will be seen at once that the debts of 
both districts, and the credits of both, would unite in the 
newly-formed district. To this extent the statutory provis- 
ions may apply without difficulty. And in the absence of any 
statutory provision for any different rule, we think the entire 
district, as a district, must be held responsible for the debts of 
both, as it receives the property of both. There may be equit- 
able reasons why old debts should be charged upon the sepa- 
rate lands of the old districts, but we caunot, without a statute, 
undertake to regulate these equities. And we have no doubt 
that the union of districts is to be considered under the 
statute, a consolidation of the former corporations, and not 
the annihilation of one or both. The suit against district 
No. 5 was improperly brought, because no such district 
remained as a separate organization. The suit should have 
been against the consolidated district, as succeeding to the 
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liabilities of its parts. The jadgment being a nullity, the 
snperyisor was not bound to regard it The court below, 
therefore, did not err in refusing to hold him responsible for 
declining to levy the amount of the tax." 

VIL — LiBBABY Moneys pbom Pines, etc. 

The People «k. tW. the Board of Education of Detroit v. the Treatarer of 

Wayne Coonty. 

Motion for mandamus to compel the treasurer of Wayne 
oounty to pay over the library moneys from fines, etc. 

Campbell, J., delivered the opinion of the court, the other 
justices concurring, as follows: 

A mandamus is applied for, to compel the respondent to pay 
oyer to the Board of Education their share of moneys in his 
hands, receiyed from fines and recognizances. The question 
submitted is, whether the amounts paid in to him from those 
sources are liable to any deductions for expenses, either 
attending the collection of the particular sums paid in, or 
embracing the general criminal business of the county. 

The present constitution. Art. 13, Sec. 12, declares that 
'Hhe Legislature shall provide for the establishment of at 
least one library in each township ; and all fines assessed and 
collected in the several counties and townships for any breach 
of the penal laws, shall he exclusively applied to the support of 
such libraries^ 

So far as fines are concerned, this language is too plain to 
be open to construction. No deduction for expenses or other- 
wise can lawfully be made from such fines. The whole 
amount collected belongs to the library fund, and no portion 
can be applied elsewhere. 

The other moneys appropriated for that purpose are so 
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given, not by virtue of any constitutional provision, but under 
a statute, which reads as follows : *' The clear proceeds of all 
fines for any breach of the penal laws of this State, and for 
penalties, or upon any recognizances in criminal proceedings^ 
and all equivalents for exemption for military duty, when col- 
lected in the county," etc., shall be apportioned among the 
several townships by the county treasurer. This apportion- 
ment is required to be made between the first and tenth days 
of April, according to the number of children within the 
school ages, as appearing by the statements on file in his 
office. — Comp. Laws, p. 752. 

Except as to fines, which are now regulated by the constitu- 
tion which was adopted subsequently to this act, the disposi- 
tion of these funds is under the control of the Legislature ; 
and it must depend entirely upon their action whether all or 
only a portion of these moneys shall be given to the town 
libraries. We must therefore look at the whole legislation 
upon the subject to ascertain the design of the act in question. 

Chapter 155 of the compiled laws provides for the collection 
of penalties and forfeitures, and requires " all sums of money 
•collected on account of any penalty or forfeiture " to be paid 
over to the county treasurer — (Comp. Laws, sections 5126, 
5127, 5134, 5135, 5143, 5150). The costs and fees are allowable 
as in civil cases upon the proceedings to collect, and are sep- 
arate from the penalty — (Sections 5136, 5140). On indict- 
ments the costs are expressly given to the use, not of libraries, 
but to the county — (Section 5688). The whole amount col- 
lected upon the penalty itself is plainly required to be paid 
over to the county treasurer by these sections. The taxable 
costs cannot be deducted from the amount forfeited, but 
should be kept separate ; and, if paid into the library fund by 
mistake, may be corrected. 
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By section 5151 ^ it is declared that " every county treasurer 
shall keep an accurate account of all moneys paid to him on 
account of fines, penalties, forfeitures and recognizances, 
separate and distinct from all other accounts, and shall credit 
the same to the library fund/' etc. And, by section 5152, it 
is directed that *' all the moneys belonging to such library 
fund shall be apportioned by the treasurer at the times, 
etc., and shall be paid over, etc., according to such appor- 
tionment.'' 

The moneys belonging to this fund must necessarily include 
all that has been legally paid into it, subject to such deduc- 
tions, after it has been paid in, as the laws authorize or 
require. Without questioning the right of the Legislature to 
make such deductions as they deem expedient, except from 
fines, it is very clear that until they see fit to make such 
deductions, — inasmuch as no money can be drawn from the 
treasury without some legal authority, — ^the fund must remain 
inviolate. No provision of law has yet been enacted allowing 
or requiring any money to be deducted from this fund. The 
criminal expenses are not a charge upon it. The clear pro- 
ceeds, therefore, as the laws now stand, include all the sums 
paid into the treasury from the sources mentioned. 

It is unnecessary to consider the collateral questions argued. 
We are of opinion that the treasurer is bound to include 
in his apportionment, and to pay over to the several local oflS- 
cers, all moneys which are paid into his office on account of 
fines, penalties, forfeitures and recognizances. A mandamus 
should therefore issue as prayed. We do not, however, regard 
this as a proper case for costs. 
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The flgnrcs immediately followiog the subject refer to the teetion. 

A. 

Page. 

AccBPTAHCE : district officers to file, 5, 149 16,92 

of two needed to perfect organization, 6, 147 17, 91 

form of, for district officers.-. 130 

Agbicttltubal College: law _ 166 

Afpobtionment : duties of sup 't in making, 5-9, 119 9, 10, 81 

of moneys by town clerk, 97, 98, 107 71, 75 

dnties of county clerk relating to, 112 78 

duties of county treasurer relating to, 116 79 

bf moneys from penalties, 135 _ - 85 

to fractional districts, 139 87 

of moneys to district libraries, 3 109 

AagBSSOB : election and qualification of , 5, 149 16, 92 

to pay orders of director and moderator, 82 31 

to appear in suits against district, 36. _. 32 

and moderator to audit and pay directors' account, 48 37 

warrants on town treasurer payable to, 53 39 

a member of district board, 55 _, . 42 

must give bond, 61 _ 48 

bond of, filed with moderator, 62 - 49 

may be appointed pro tern, by board, 67 51 

money paid to, from old district, 78 - - 62 

summons to be served on, by prosecutor, 123 82 

to certify j udgment to supervisor and director, 125 82 

penalty to, for neglect of duty, 130 83 

may be removed by town board, 136 _ 85 

to collect damage of supervisor, 141 88 

may be appointed by inspectors, 146 _ 90 

elected by trustees of graded school, 149 92 

certain fines paid to, 3 119 

Appointment : superintendent to appoint visitors to literary institu- 
tions, 6, 21 ..- 11 

superintendent to appoin t institutes, 1 122 

superintendent to appoint county supt. to fill vacancy, 14 117 

of first meeting of district, 1, 152 - 14, 94 

clerk appointed in director's absence, 37 32 

board may appoint person to take census, 41 36 
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Paob. 
Appointmbnt (Continued) : 

voters may appoint building committee, 69 94 

board to fill vacancy by appointment, 66, 149 51, 52 

inspectors appoint visitor to schools, 74 97 

when inspectors to appoint district officers, 146, 149 90, 92 

board appointed to locate site, 153 - - 95 

of district librarian, 2 108 

form of, by district board 135 

form of, by inspectors 136 

B. 

BoKD: of assessor, 61,62 ^ 48,49 

of chairman of board of inspectors, 69, 70 54 

liability of county treasurer on, 160 99 

of district for money loaned, 170 103 

in appeal from inspectors* action, 174 105 

form of, for assessor. 134 

form of, for chairman of inspectors 134 

of secretary and treasurer of board of agriculture, 6 167 

BoABD OP Education : election of, and duties, 9 ^ 64 

to contract for books, 4 - 6 

certificate of, suspended, 2 109 

BouNDABY : described in first notice, 1 - 121 

of site described, note 14 

regulated and altered by inspectors, limitations, 71 24 

not governed by town lines, 81 '. 54 

map showing, by town clerk, 102 73 

of graded districts altered with consent of trustees, 165 101 

C. 

Constitutional Provisions 5-7 

Compensation : of teachers, to be in writing, 39 33 

of district officers, 49 88 

of inspectors— note - 59 

of inspectors limited in certain cases, 87, 91 69, 70 

for site determined by jury, 154, etc 95 

of certain judicial officers, 168 102 

of county superintendents, 4 113 

of officers in university, 5 161 

of board of agriculture, 3 167 

of secretary of agricultural college, 11 169 

of officers in agricultural college, 22 172 

Chairman : of first meeting, his duties, 4 15 

to give oath to challenged voter, 16 23 

pro tern, in absence of moderator, 29 80 

may arrest disorderly person, 30 30 

of board of school inspectors, 68 - 53 

of board of Inspectors to be treasurer, 69 64 

penalty for neglect of duty of, 129 83 

form of bond for inspector 184 
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Paok. 

Genscb: when and bow taken, 41 36 

non-residents attending school not inci udcd in , 137 86 

Certiftcatb : money not paid to teacher v? itliout, GO 48 

to teachers by inspectors, 85 67 

restrictions in .<;iving, 88 69 

may be annulled by inspectors, 90 69 

giving and annalment of, recorded by town clerk, 96 70 

of judgment to supervisor, 125, 128. .* 82 

of election of county superintendent by county clerk, 3 113 

to teachers by county superlnt-endcnt, 6, 7, 15 114, 115, 117 

to teachers by board of education, 2 121 

suspended by county superintendent or inspectors, 2 121 

Challenge: of voter, i6, 18 24 

of juror in suit for site, 157 97 

CoTOTY Clesk : duties of. 111, 113 78 

liable to penalty for not transmitting report, 134 85 

tocertify election of county supt to State8upt.,3 118 

County Tbeabubeb : to apportion library moneys, 116 79 

interest fund payable to, 120 81 

money for site deposited with, 160, 167 99,102 

salary of county superintendent paid by, 4 113 

CoHNTY Superintendent : to furnish town clerks with list of teach- 
ers, 80 64 

act creating, term two years from May 1st , 1 , 3 118 

compensation and time of, 4 118 

duties of, 6, 13 114-117 

appointed by State superintendent to fill vacancy, 14 117 

districts exempt from supervision of, 15 117 

counties not entitled to have, 18 118 

may suspend normal school certificate, 2 121 

Copy: of reports kept by director, 38 82 

of contract furnished to teacher, 39 33 

of census list, on oath, by director to town clerk, 41, 36 

of inspectors' report by'town clerk to county clerk. See note 

to, 79 62 

of map of districts by town clerk, 102, 103 73-74 

of apportionment by county clerk to county treasurer, 112 78 

ofsummons left with assessor, 123 82 

of inspectors' report filed with county clerk by county supt., 11- 116 

D. 

DiBECTOii : to record notice of first meeting, 4 _ 15 

election of, and acceptance, 5 , 16 

TQCorda oT, prima facie evidence, 9 19. 

location of site by inspectors certified to, 20 24 

assessor to pay orders of, 32 31 

to appear in suits certain cases, 36 33 

to be district clerk, 37; to keep records, 38 82 

to take census, etc., 41 r. i.. 86 

to keep house in repair, 48 37 

to malte estimates to annual meeting, 49 38 

29 
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Page. 

Director : to give notice of meetings, 50 39 

to draw and distribute books, 51,52,115 39,79 

to draw warrants and orders, 53 ..- 39 

to make annual report, 54 .-. 40 

a member of district board, 55 _ _ 43 

to require bond of assessor, 61 48 

to prosecute on assessor's bond, 63 49 

to record report of board to annual meeting, 64 - _ 50 

may be appointed pro tern., 67 _ 51 

to certifj' certain payments , to supervisor, 77 61 

report of, in fractional district, to which clerk made, 81 64 

to certify children to clerk of other town, 83 _ - 65 

notified of moneys, by town clerk, 98, 104 .71, 74 

to be librarian, and collect fines for damage to books, 117, 118. - - 80 

judgment certified to, by assessor, 135 83 

penalty for neglect of, 130 __ 83 

may be removed by town board, 136 - 85 

may be appointed by inspectors, 146 90 

elected by trustees of graded district, 149 - 92 

and assessor to issue bonds, 170- _ 103 

list of books made to, by superintendent, 4 109 

to post notices of compulsory law, 3 - 119 

to prosecute under compulsory law, 3, 4 : 130 

District Board : may call special meetings, 13 — 31 

when either member of, to call special meeting, 13 38 

to report to supervisor taxes, 34, 56 37,43 

to provide for school, 35 _ _ _ 38 

director clerk of , 37 _ 33 

to hire teachers, 39 _. 33 

may appoint person to take census, 41 _ 36 

consists of moderator, director, and assessor, 55 43 

consists of six trustees in graded district, 148 91 

to buy books for poor children, prescribe text-books, make 

rules, etc., 57 44 

may admit non-resident pupils, expel, etc., 58, 164.- 45, 100 

to buy, lease, orsellhouse, 59 46 

to apply school moneys, 60- 47 

to report finances at annual meetings, 63, 64 49-50 

to have custody of house, 65 50 

to fill vacancy, or call meeting therefor, 66, 149 51,93 

may make temporary appointment, 67 58 

inspectors to appoint, if district neglects, 146, 149 90,93 

when site may be located by, 153 95 

duties of, in obtaining site, 154 - 95 

consent of, to change boundaries of graded district, 165 101 

may issue bonds, 170 103 

to fiave control of district library, 3 i 108 

may unite library with other parties, 1 110 

county superintendent to counsel with, 9 116 

may excuse children under compulsory law, 1 119 
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Paob. 

FoBMS: of order upoB assessor, No. 9 132 

of warrant upon town treasurer for school moneys, No. 10 .« 133 

of report cf taxes by board to supervisor. No. 11 133 

of assessor's bond, No. 12 134 

of chairman of inspector's bond , No. 13 134 

of appointment of officers by board. No. 14 135 

of appointment by inspectors. No. 15 136 

of teacher *scerl!ficate by inspectors, No. 16 136 

of notice of meeting to examine teachers. No. 17 137 

of notice for re-examination. No. 18 137 

of certificate of inspectors fixing site, No. 19 138 

of deed. No. 20 138 

oflease,No. 21 139 

of warrant on town treasurer for library money. No. 22 140" 

of receipt from town treasurer to assessor, No. 23 141 

of notice of moneys by town clerk to director, No. 24 141 

of contract for building school-house. No. 25 141 

of revocation of teacher's certificate. No. 26 143 

of application for teacher's institute, No. 27 143 

of certificate for admission to normal school, No. 28 144 

of teachers' general register, No 29 145 

of director's annual report. No. 80 146-148 

of inspectors' report, No. 31 _ ...-.-149-51 

G. 

Graded Schools : law for, 148, 152 _-_ 91, 94 

change in boundaries of, 165 101 

I. 

Instruction : to be in English language, 4 5 

superintendent to have supervision of, 1 8 

county superintendent to examine modes of, 9 116 

may be given by State superintendent to county sup't, 12 117 

certificate by normal school board of, 2 121 

Institutions of Learning : act 177 

to make report, 1 _.. 181 

Interest: of primary school fund, 10 10 

primary school fund apportioned. 119 81 

on judgment against district, 128 83 

on money lost by certain officers, 132, 134 84, 85 

on bonds not to exceed ten per cent., 170 103 

tax to pay, 171 _ 108 
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J. 

Judgment : execution not issued on, 124 82 

how collected, 125, 128, 159 82,83,98 

L. 

Library: constitutional provision, 12 7 

superintendent to make list of books and rules, 4 

districts may vote tax for, 23 2«. 
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Library : director to draw books and distribnte, 51, 52 89' 

entitled to money on cbftirmaD's bond, 70 54 

inspectors* duties relative to, 73 57 

rights of fractional districts in, 82, 83 G5-66 

town clerk librarian, 105 74 

town meeting may vote two mill tax for, 107 76 

town treasurer to apply for funds of, 110 ._ 77 

town or district, 114 ^ 78 

bow town libraiy distributed, 115 -^ 79 

damage to district library, 117 80 

damage to town library, 118 80 

section 115— Inspectors may suspend, 144 89 

school funds used for, 172 104 

law for district libraries 107 

rules for Ill 

county superintendent's supervision of, 9 IIB 

form of warrant on town treasurer for funds of_ 140 

M. 

M^ETraos: for organization, 1-5 14-10 

annual, and special, how called, 11, 13, 20-22 

not illegal for want of notice, 14 2S 

oath of challenged voter at, 16, 17 23-24 

* may adjourn— select site, 19, 153 24,95 

may purchase, lease site, build or hire house, 21 26 

may vote certain taxes, 22, 23, 49, 171 26, 38, 103 

annual, to vote on length of school, etc., 24 27 

may sell school property, 26 29 

may provide for defense of suit, 27 29 

moderator to preside at, 29 30 

disorderly persons at, 30, 31 30, 31 

director clerk of, — clerk protem., 37 32 

census taken previous to annual, 41 36 

director to report estimate of expenses to, 49 38 

director to give notice of, 50 89 

consent of, to change of text-books, 57 44 

may appoint building committee, 59 46 

finance report of board to, 63 49 

house opened for public, 65 50 

to fill vacancjr, 66 _ 51 

of inspectors implied, 79 62 

of town boards to equalize assessment, C4 66 

of inspectors, 86, 87, 91 69,70 

tax for libraries at township, 107 76 

may organize graded school — trustees, 148 91 

may vote for high school, 150 92 

trustees* report of funds to annual, 151 93 

for voting issue of bonds, 166 101 

may use surplus funds for certain objects, 172 103 

of township to vote upon district libraries, 1, 6 107, 110 

of Board of Regents, 20 164 

of Board of Agriculture, 4 167 
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Paob. 

FoBMB: of order upon assessor, No. 9 132 

of warrant upon town treasurer for school moneys, No. 10 _ 133 

of report of taxes by board to supervisor, No. 11 133 

of assessor's bond. No. 12 134 

of chairman of inspector's bond. No. 13 134 

of appointment of officers by board , No. 14 135 

of appointment by inspectors, No. 15 _ 136 

of teacher's certificate by inspectors. No. 16 136 

of notice of meeting to examine teachers, No. 17 137 

of notice for re-examination, No. 18 137 

of certificate of inspectors fixing site, No. 19 188 

of deed. No. 20 138 

oflease,No. 21 139 

of warrant on town treasurer for library money. No. 22 140" 

of receipt from town treasurer to assessor. No. 23 141 

of notice of moneys by town clerit to director, No. 24 141 

of contract for building school-liouse, No, 25 141 

of revocation of teacher's certificate. No. 26 143 

of application for teacher's institute, No. 27 143 

of certificate for admission to normal school, No. 28 144 

of teachers' general register, No 29 145 

of director's annual report, No. 80 146-148 

of inspectors' report, No. 31 149-5} 

G. 

Geaded Schools : law for, 148, 152 91 , 9 

change in boundaries of, 165 10 

I. 

Instruction : to be in English language, 4 

superintendent to have supervision of, 1 

county superintendent to examine modes of, 9 V*; . 

may be given by State superintendent to county sup't, 12 1 ^ 

certificate by normal school board of , 2 1 - 

Institutions of Learning :act V. 

to make report, 1 * 

Intebkst: of primary school fund, 10 ..^ 

primary school fund apportioned, 119 

on judgment against district, 128 

on money lostb3'^ certain officers, 132, 134 _ 84 

on bonds not to exceed ten per cent., 170 

tax to pay, 171 ^ 
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Page. 

Moderator : Election and qualification of, 5 16 

may call special meetings, — when, 12 21 

to give oatli to challenged voter, 16 23 

several duties of, 29,30 30 

and assessor to audit director's expenses, 48 _. 37 

to sign warrants and orders, 53 39 

amember of district board, 55 42 

and director to require bond of assessor, 61 _ 48 

assessor's bond lodged with, 62 _ 4& 

appointment of, pro tern,, 67 52 

penalty for neglect of, 130 83 

may be removed by town board, 136 _ 85 

elected by trustees of graded district, 149 _ 92 

N. 

Non-resident : may be admitted to school, 38, 164 45, 100 

when attached to district, 72 57 

may send to schoolln certain cases, 137 86 

Notice: to taxable inhabitant, 1-4 14,15 

when second notice to be served, 7 18 

of school meetings, 12-14_ 21-23 

** ** posted by director, 50 39 

in forming fractional district, 81 64 

of meetings of inspectors, 86, 91 6D, 70 

to teacher, for re-examination, 90 ^. 69 

to town clerk, of moneys apportioned, 97. 71 

by town clerk to supervisor, of certain tax, 104 74 

by supervisor to treasurer, of taxes assessed, 108 77 

by town treasurer, of moneys in his hands, 109, 110 ^ 77 

by Sup't to county clerks, of apportionment, 7, 112 9, 78 

by county clerk to town clerks and treasurers, of funds, 120 81 

penalty for not serving notice of first meeting, 129 83 

by town board for removal from office , 136 85 

by supervisor to treasurer, of taxes in fractional district, 142.-. 88 

of design to organize graded district, 148 91 

for meeting to unite districts, 152 94 

Normal School: Law J 152 

certificate of, 1 _ _ 159 

O. 

Oath : by challenged voter, 16 23 

if false, deemed perjury, 17 24 

to be made to school census, 41 36 

of jury in determining value of site, 158 98 

of county superintendent, to his account, 4 114 

violation of, by being agent for book-seller, 13 117 

P. 

Penalty : of district not having three months' school, 5 6 

of voter taking false oath, perjury, 17 24 

of district not having certain length of school, 24, 107 27, 75 
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Penalty : for disturbing meeting or sciiool, 31 81 

lor disobedience, etc., in school, 58 46 

of taxable inhabitant or chairman, under sections 1 and 4, 129.. 83 

of district officers for neglect, 130 83 

of inapectoi^, not qualifying, etc, 131 84 

of inspectors, not making report, 132 84 

of town clerk, not transmitting report, 138 84 

of county clerk, not transmitting report , 134 85 

use of moneys collected on, 135 85 

of removal from office by town board, 136 85 

of supervisor neglecting to assess taxes, 141 88 

for damage to books, 2 108 

for not sending child to school, 3 119 

R. 

Reports : Superintendent's power when defective, 8 _ 9 

of Board of Education, 12 11 

of literary institutions to Superintendent, 1 12 

of taxes to supervisors by district board , 24, 56 27, 48 

director to make annual, 54 40 

of finances, by board to annual meeting, 63, 64 49, 50 

of school inspectors, annual, 79, 62 

of director, how treated if false, 80 64 

to whom made in fractional district, 81, 139 64, 87 

of number of children to each town clerk ,82 65 

of inspectors to town board, of funds, 94 70 

of inspectors, made by town clerk, 96 70 

of director, the basis of apportionment, 97 71 

of moneys, by town clerk to town treasurer and directors, 98— - 71 

of inspectors filed by town clerk, 99 73 

town clerk to transmit to county clerk, 101 73 

of supervisor to town treasurer, of taxes, 108 77 

of inspectors, county clerk to transmit to Superintendent, 113... 78 

penalty if inspectors fail to make, 132 84 

penalty if town clerk fails to transmit, 133 84 

penalty if county clerk fails to transmit, 134 85 

of removal for illegal use of funds, 136 85 

of trustees to annual meeting, of funds, 151 93 

of county clerk to Superintendent of election of Co. Bup't, 3..- 113 
of inspectors sent by county superintendent to State Sup't, 11.. 116 

county superintendent to make, to State Superintendent, 12 117 

of Regents to Superintendent of Public Instruction, 15 163 

of Visitors to University to Sup't of Public Instruction, 21 164 

of Secretary of Board of Agriculture, 10 169 

Record : of notice of first meeting by director, 4 15 

of acceptance of officers by director, 5 16 

of director, priwia/acid evidence, 9 19 

of proceedings, kept by director, 38 32 

ofpupilskept by teacher, 39 33 

of report of boards, of taxes, by director, 64 50 

of certificates examined by inspectors, 80 64 
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RccoBD: by clerk of board of inspectors, 90 70 

of removal of officers by town clerk, and reasons for removal, 136 85 

consent of traslees to cbaogc of district spread on, 165 101 

of certificates granted bjr county superintendent, 7 115 

of Normal School certificates by county superintendent, 2 121 

Resident: notified of first meeting, 2 .- 15 

qualifications of, to vote in school meeting, 17 24 

right of, to attend school, 28 29 

exceptions of, in school census, 41 86 

ceasing to be, vacates office, 67 51 

when others may attend school, 58, 137, 150, 164 45,86,92,100 

Removal: of house from leased site, 59 _ 46 

from district vacates office, 67 51 

of officers by township board, 136 85 

of officers in graded district, 149 I... 92 

b. 

ScnooL : time of, required, 24, 25, 107 27,28,75 

who may attend,«28 29 

penalty for disturbing, 31 31 

contract with teacher of, 39 33 

statistics of, by director, 54. 40 

powers of board relating to, 57, 58 44,45 

with unqualified teacher, loses its money, 60 - 47 

inspectors to appoint visitor to, 74_ 69 

when non-residents may send to, 137 86 

board may charge tuition in high, 150 92 

School District : organization of, 1-7 14r-18 

when deemed organized, 6, 10, 147 17,19, 91 

a body corporate, 8 19 

meetings of , 11-14 20-28 

length of school required in, 24 27 

annual report of, 54 40 

power of, to obtain site and build house, 59 47 

power and limitation of inspectors to organize, 71 54 

when non-residents may be attached to, 72 57 

division of property in forming; new, 75-78 60-62 

no money paid to, with unqualified teacher, 80 ^ 64 

formation of fractional, 81 64 

map of, by town clerk, 102, 103 73, 74 

entitled to two-mill tax, 107 75 

no money paid to, if school is sectarian ,121 82 

suits against, 122-128 82-83 

when non-residents may send to school in, 137 86 

fractional, in town having school house, 139 87 

when officers of, appointed by inspectors, 146 90 

**gradedand high, ''148-151 91-94 

two or more, may unite, 152 94 

may obtain site by jury, 154-169 95-108 

trustees of, to consent to change, 165 101 

may borrow money and issue bonds, 23, 166, 170 26, 101, 108 
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School District ; may vole tax for borrowed money, 171 108 

may otberwise use surplus money, 172 103 

inspector's action In forming, appealed from, 173-176 104 

ScnooL-HoiTSB : district to procure, 21 .' ^ 26 

tax for building, limited, 22 26 

tax forrepairs, 23 26 

district may sell, 26 29 

director to keep, in repair, 48 87 

notice of meeting posted on door of, 50 89 

provisions for, and restrictions in building, 59 46 

board have care of, public meetings in, 65 60 

land taxed for, 2i miles, 71 54 

non-residents not liable to tax for, 72 57 

when inspectors may sell, 75 60 

district retaining, proviso concerning tax, 77 61 

fractional district in same town as, 81, 139 64, 87 

money loaned to build, 166 101 

library kept at, 2 108 

county superintendent to examine, 9 116 

School Inspectobs : clerk of, to notify " taxable inhabitant, " 1... 14 

to determine site in certain cases, 20 24 

to prescribe rules for libraries, 52, 78 89, 57 

annual report of director to, 54 40 

board of, chairman and clerk of, 68 58 

chairman of, to give bond, 69 54 

shall create and alter districts, 71 54 

may attach certain non-residents, 72 57 

duties of, concerning library, 78 57 

compensation of, note 59 

shall appoint visitor to schools, 74. 59 

to apportion property, etc., in forming new districts, 75-77. - -60, 61 

to make annual report, 79 62 

to examine if teachers were qualified, 80 64 

duties of, in forming fractional districts, 81 64 

to examine teachers, 85 67 

meetings of, for examination, 86, 87, 88 69 

may re-examine, and annul certificate, 90 69 

notice and number of meetings of, for year, 91 70 

report of funds by , to town board, 94. 70 

town clerk clerk of, 96 70 

money held by town treasurer to order of, 109 77 

may divide town library, when, 114 78 

must qualify and act, under penalty, 131 84 

liability of, for not making report, 132 84 

removed by township^board, 136 85 

may suspend 115th section, 144 89 

to appoint oflicers in certain cases, 146, 149 90, 93 

to unite districts for graded school, 152- 94 

restricted in altering graded districts, 165 101 

appeal from, to town board, 173, 175 104 

to divide library on vote of town meeting, 1 107 

30 
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School Inspectors: to buy books of contractor, 4 109 

report of, to county superintendent, 11 _ 116 

may suspend normal school certificate, 3 121 

School Laws : to be printed, 4 9 

sections of, repealed in certain counties 67 

forms for proceedings under 128 

School Money : when withheld by constitution ,5 6 

apportioned by superintendent, 5-9 9 

interest on primary, 10 10 

diverted by two-thirds vote, 23 _ 26 

estimated by board, 24 27 

orders for, signed by moderator, 29- _ 30 

how drawn from assessor, 32, 48,53 _ 31,3 7,39 

director's report of, to inspectors, 54 40 

district board to pay over, — not paid to unqualified teacher, 60. - 47 

assessor's bond for use of, 61 48 

disposal of, collected on assessor's bond, 62 49 

report by board of, to annual meeting, 63, 64 49 

chairman of inspectors to give bond for, 69, 70 54 

inspectors to apply for, for library, 73 57 

paid by old to new district, how applied ,78 62 

districts entitled to. 24,80, 107 27,64, 75 

report of, by inspectors to town board ,94 70 

apportioned by town clerk, 97, 98, 143- 71, 88 

town clerk to report, assessed, to supervisor, 104 74 

how disposed of in certain cases, 107 _ 76 

order of payment of, by town treasurer, 109 77 

town treasurer to apply for, 110 77 

county clerk and treasurer's duty concerning, 112 78 

from fines for libraries, 116 79 

interest on primary, apportioned , 119 81 

county treasurer to apply for, 120 _ ._ 81 

not paid to sectarian schools, 121 82 

paid by inspectors, if lost, 132 84 

paid by town clerk, if lost, 133 _ _ 84 

paid by county clerk, if lost, 134 _ 85 

use of, paid by inspectors or clerks, 135 85 

officer using. Illegally, removed by town board, 136 fe* 

duties of treasurer in collecting, 142, 143 88 

trustees report of, to annual meeting, 151 93 

deposited with county treasurer, 160., 99 

conditions for borrowing, 166 101 

other use of surplus, 172 103 

library, to be used for books, 3 ^. 109 

School Month: defined, 24 : 27 

School Year : first Monday in September, 11 20 

School Site: ten days' notice to change, 13 22 

selected by two-thirds vote, 19, 153 _ _ 24, 95 

enlarged by majority vote, 21 _ ^.. 26 

may be sold, 26 29 

board to purchase, what build on, 59 46 
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School Site ; property taxed 2i miles from ,71 54 

inspectors may sell, 76 60 

determines town in which fractional district is, 81 64 

located by district board, 158 95 

provisions to secure, 164r-163 95 

appeal to town board concerning, 178, etc 104 

SuPEBiNTENDENT OP PuBLic Inst*n : Statutory provisions 8-13 

inspectors to make report for, 79 ,._ 63 

to prescribe form for certificate, 85 68 

town clerk to receive instructions from, 100 78 

county clerk to receive, and remit reports to , 111 , 112 78 

to apportion primary school money, 119 81 

to send lists of books to directors and clerks, 4 109 

may give certificates to teachers, 8 115 

to fill vacancy in office of county superintendent, 14 117 

to appoint visitors to university, 21 164 

to appoint visitors to institutions of learning, 6 179 

Supervisor : to assess tax reported by board , 24, 56, 57, 84. _27, 43, 44, 66 

to assess tax reported by town clerk, 76, 77 61 

to certify taxes to other supervisor, 84 66 

town clerk to file map of districts with, 108 74 

town clerk to certify certain taxes to, 104 74 

to assess school taxes, 106, 107 74 

to certify taxes to town treasurer, 108, 142 77, 88 

to assess tax to pay judgment, 125, 128. 82 

penalty for not assessing taxes, 141 88 

Suit: may be brought against district, 8 _ 19 

meeting may give directions in, 27 29 

before justice for disturbing school or meeting, 31 31 

assessor to appear for district in, 36 _ 32 

director to commence, on assessor's bond, 62 49 

on bond of chairman of inspectors, 70 54 

jurisdiction of justices in, 122 _ 82 

summons in, served on assessor, 123 82 

not brought to collect judgment, 124 82 

for collection of penalties, 132, 4 _ 84, 120 

T. 

Taxes: what districts deprived of, 5, 107 6, 75 

limitation of, for building, 22 26 

voted for repairs, debts, Dooks, etc., 28 _ 26 

for support of school, reported to supervisor, 24, 151 27, 98 

estimated by director and voted, 49 38 

reported by board to supervisor, 56, 84 43, 66 

to pay for books for poor pupils, 57 44 

assessed, reported by board to annual meeting, 64 50 

for building, on land 2^ miles, 71 54 

exemption of, to non-residents attached, 72- _ 57 

on old district for new district, 77 61 

in fractional districts, equalization of, 84 66 

town clerk to certify, to supervisor and director, 104 , 74 

supervisor to assess, 106, 107 74 
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Taxes: in towns before having scbool, 107 75 

certified to treasurer by supervisor, 108, 142 77, 88 

order of payment of, by town treasurer, 109 77 

to pay judgment, 128 83 

when non-residents paying, may send to school, 137 86 

uncollected at division of district, 138 87 

failing to be assessed, to be levied next year, 141 88 

treasurer to pay, to other treasurer, 142, 143 88 

to pay borrowed money, 171 103 

TsACHER : sex of, when decided at special meeting, 12- 21 

flex of, decided at annual meeting, 24 27 

sex of. decided by district board, 25 28 

board to contract with, in writing, 39, 150 33, 92 

board may authorize, to expel pupils, note 46 

money not paid to unqualified, 60 4S 

inspector to advise with, 74. 59 

•certificates of, record examined by inspectors, 80 64 

examination of, by inspectors, 85, 6 67, 116 

qualification of, defined, 85 68 

where examined, 86, 87 69 

examination of, public, 88 69 

when examined for frU district, 89 69 

re-examination of , 90 69 

examination of, by Co. Supt., 5 114 

Supt. of Pub. Inst, may give certificates to, 8 115 

Co. Supt., to counsel, 9 116 

certificates of, by Normal School, 1, 2 121 

institutes^ law—"- 128 

associations^ law 128 

Township Clerk : to notify taxable inhabitant, 1 14 

toservenew notice, 7 18 

director reports census to, 41 86 

director 's annual report delivered to, 54 40 

is inspector and clerk of board, 68, 96 63, 70 

to approve bond of chairman, 69 64 

chairman's bond filed with, and sued by, 70. 54 

to certify tax to supervisor, 77, 104 — 61, 74 

to forward report to Co. Clerk— [Co. Supt.] 79, 11 62, 116 

list of teachers made to, by Co. Supt., 80 64 

notice bv, in forming fr*l district, 81 64 

report of children to, in fr*l district, 82 65 

to give notice of meetings of inspectors, 86, 91 69, 70 

duties of, as inspector, 96 70 

to apportion school moneys, 97, 98, 107 71, 75 

to keep directors' reports, and papers, 99 73 

to receive instructions from State Supt., 100 73 

to send reports to Co. Clerk [or Co. Supt.], 101 78 

to make map of districts, 102 78 

to file copy of map with supervisor, 103 74 

to be township librarian, 105 74 

to be notified of moneys by town treasurer, 109, 110 77 
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TowHSHTP CinsBX. : to distribute town library, 115 79 

to be notified ol* moneys by Co. Treasurer, 120 81 

penalty for not transmitting report, 138 B4 

to apportion moneys from other township, 143 88 

TowHSBrp TsEABTJREB: wamnts on, from director and moder- 
ator, 53 39 

money on assessor's bond paid to, 6'i 49 

to pay library money to inspector*, 73 67 

town clerk to report to, number of children and money, 98 71 

to collect taxes, 106, 107 74,75 

supervisor to report taxes to, 108, 142 77,88 

to pay school money next to town expenses, 109 77 

to apply for library funds, and notify town cleric, 110 77 

moneys payable to, from Co. Treasurer, 120 81 

to recover penalties from inspectors, 132 84 

to recover penalties from town clerics, 133 84 

to recover penalties from county clerk, 134 85 

to pay moneys to other town treasurer, 142 88 

to apply to o^ber treasurer, and report to town clerk, 143, 88 

Township Bo ABD : who constitute, — note 104 

may equalize assessments, 84 66 

to settle with inspectors, 94 70 

may remove district officers and inspectors, 136 85 

appeal to, from inspectors* action, 173-175 104 

Trustees: graded schools, elect, 148 91 

to file acceptance, fill vacancy, etc., 149 92 

powerand duties of, 150, 151 02 

districts may unite to elect, 152 94 

to consent to change of boundary, 165 101 

TuiTiOH : of non-resident pupils, 58, 137 45, 80 

may be charared residents in hi«:li school, 150 92 

of pupils in Normal School, 0,10 154 

stndents in University not liable to, 13 102 

of students ia Agricultural College, 19 171 

V. 

Vacancy : in district board, how filled, 60 5( 

what constitute?, 67 51 

temporary, how supplied, 67 52 

inspectors to fill, in district board, 146, 149 90,02 

trustees may fill, 149 92 

of Co. Supt.— State Supt. may fill, 14 117 

' in Board of Agriculture, 3 167 

Visitor : to schools, by inspectors, 74 69 

to Normal School, 11 155 

to University, 21 164 

to institutions of learning. 6 179 

W. 

Wabbakts: on State Treasurer for primary school money, 6, 119 9, 81 

moderator to countersign, 29 30 

of director and moderator on town treasurer, 63. - - . . 39 

town treasurer holds money subject to, 109 77 



